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P&R 1s arriving in your mailbox later than usual, and we're happy to tell you why. We JUSt completed 
preparation and submission of a "best of Poverty & Race"' volume, which M.E. Sharpe will be publishing this Fall In 
order to prepare the ready.for•production manuscript and secure all the necessary pe�ions, our entire office turned its 
attention to this task, thereby delaying ow newsletter production schedule by a couple of weeks. We'll of course let you 
know when the book is out and likely will have a special discounted price for those in the PRRAC Network. (The book has 
Prefaces by Senator Bill Bradley and Julian Bond, a long integrating Introduction by PRRAC Board member john 
powell and an Editor's Introduction by PRRAC Executive Director Chester Hartman. We'll be happy to send you a copy 
of the Table of Contents if you send us a SASE. And if you'd like to inquire about ordering bulk copies of the book for 
classroom use-for which it is extremely appropriate--or organiz.ational distribution, let us know right away, as we likely 
can provide really steep discounts for such orders; we might even be able to furnish page proofs sometime soon, for 
classroom use examination.) 

The May/ June P&R is a first-a guest-edited issue. It originated in a query from one of our grantees, Kary Moss of 
the Sugar Law Center for Economic & Social Justice; why dido 't we pay-greater attention to the issue of environmental 
justice? That elicited a Hartman-to•Moss missive: why don't you put such an issue together? Happily, she agreed, and we 
actually have a two.fer, focussing on the use of demographic information in community enviromental struggles. In this 
issue are four case-studies of successful fights by low•income minority communities (in Michigan, New York, California 
and Lowsiana) against environmental hazards; the July-August issue will follow this with two articles (by Stuart 
Batterman/Yu-Li Huang and Bunyan Bryant of the University of Michigan) on more general methodological and 
political considerations in fighting for environmental justice. 

We hope this background tale will not discourage others from suggesting topics for us to cover. We welcome your 
input. 

Chester Hartman 

Executive Director 

Race and Poverty Data as a Tool in 
the Struggle for Environmental Justice 

by Kary L. Moss 

This Special Issue of Poverty & 
Race, for which I am Guest Editor
the second half of which will appear in 
the next issue-focuses on the impor• 
tance of racial and other demographic 
data in the Environmenta1 Justice 
Movement. A common theme in the 
four case-studies presented here i� the 

importance of information about the 
communities themselves, which should 
be used as a tool in the struggle to 
organize effective opposition against 
corporations whose bottom line 18 their 
sharehol<lers, and not the communities 
in which they site pollution sources, or 
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(JUSTICE.• Continued from page 1) 

the environment 
A recent and important case culmi

nated in a Consent Judgement, signed 
in January 1996 by Judge Valdamar 
Washington, of Genesee County (Mich
igan) Circuit Court, placing severe con
trols on a new incinerator designed to 
bum wood from demolished ·structures. 
The plant, built by the Genesee Power 
Company, had been sited in a predom
inantly African-American residential 
neighborhood in Aint. The lawsuit 
(NAACP-Flint Chapter eta/. v. Engfer 
et al., No. 95-38228-CZ [Circuit Court, 
Genesee County, filed 7/Zl/95D. filed 
last July by two community groups
United for Action and the NAACP
Flint Chapter-and several African
American women, challenged the State 
of Michigan's decision to grant a con
struction permit to the power company 
and allow that facility to emit over two 
tons of lead per year upon a community 
already suffering from elevated levels of 
lead exposure. 

The Maurice and Jane Sugar Law 
Center for Economic and Social Jus

tice, a Detroit-based national civil rights 
organization representing the plaintiffs, 
charged the State of Michigan and the 
Michigan Department of  Environ
mental Quality (MDEQ) with violating 

the equal protection clause of the Mich-
•. - -. -..... • • ·1 • 

igan Constitution and the state's human 
rights law. Additionally, the lawsuit 
charged the MDEQ, Geqesee Town
ship and Genesee Power Company 
with violating the Michigan Environ
mental Protection Act, which recog
nizes claims for harm to the environ
ment. 

Background 

The Environmental Justice Move
ment has become one of the most 
compelling and exciting grassroots 
movements in recent history. It has 
gathered strength and momentum from 
a variety of sources: 
• several widely publicized national 
studies demonstrating that communi
ti� of color bear disproportionate bur
dens of environmental harm and that 
the benefits of environmental protec
tion have been inequitably distributed 
in these communities; 

Environmental laws tend lo 
be written by those in the 
industry. 

• local successes engineered b} grass
roots organizations, such as those ef
forts by the farmworkers, especially in 
the early pesticide campaigns of the 
!%O's and 1970's.; 
• President Clinton's Executive-Order 
12898, ordering federal agenci� to 
develop strategies to address the prob
lem of environmental racism; 
51 a number of conferena:s organized 
over the last several years around the 
country, bringing together grassroots 
activists, academics and la-wyers, 
c- the willingness of several founda
tions to provide financial support for 
work in this area by non-profit organi
zations. 

On occasion, the efforts undertaken 
by an organized community have been 
enough to defeat a proposed new pol
lution source. generate changes in or 
stop an existing source. However, at 
times local communities have had to 
resort to legal action as well, especially 
once an application for a construction 
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or operation permit begins to wind its 
way through the largely mystified 
bureaucratic processes of all state 
regulatory agencies, as well as the fed
eral Environmental Protection Agency. 

The legal fight is rarely easy and 

lustorically has suffered from several 
obstacles. Two in particular emanate 
from the limited nature of the law itself: 
First, lawyers seeking to argue that the 
imposition of a pollution source on a 
particular community constitutes race 
discrimination have tended to rely 
solely upon the Fourteenth Amend
ment of the federal Constitution. Law
suits based upon this theory have been 
largely unsuocessful because a plaintiff 
must demonstrate that a government 
body has '"intended" to discrimii;tate, 
which is extremely difficult to prove. 

A second obstacle results from the 
tendency of legal groups to raise only 
environmental, and not civil rights, 
claims in court. The problem with use 
of environmental laws is that they tend 
m effect to be written by those in the 
industry. Thus, the questions presented 
to courts tend to accept many danger
ous assumptions. For example, use of 
these laws requires plaintiffs to prove 
that the risk of hann is "bad enough" or 
show that a particular f acifity exceeds 
relevant ambient air or water standards. 

Such questions presume that some 
harm is acceptllble, that each site can be 
evaluated by a regulatory body without 
regard to cumulative impacts and that 

private corporatiom have no responsi
bility to protect and promote the public 
health so long as a state has determined 
that operations of a parttcular corpor
ation fall within the requirements of 
various laws and regulations; The effect 
is to marginalize the affected commun
iti� and leave critical questions out of 
the debate. 

A related obstacle IS the necessity for 
large amounts of money to fmance 
environmental litigation. Assuming that 
a low-income community can even fmd 
an environmental lawyer willing to 
donate her or his services pro bono, 
proving a case using traditional environ
mental laws is extremely expensive. 
Low-income communities.are therefore 
poorly positioned to protect their in
terests. For example, if a community 
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argues that various governmental or 
private actions violate permit limita
tions, dumping laws, and record-keep
ing and reporting requirements estab
lished under state and federal laws, they 
must then hire experts who can testify 
about the risk of harm, effectiveness of 
pollution controls, etc. Few commun
ities, especially at the stage of the pre
pennit hearing process, can afford to 
gather such infonnation. 

As activists and lawyers have taken 
up the struggle for environmental jus
tice, a new opportunity has presented 
itself to expand the discussion and 
empower communities themselves. 
Lawyers have begun looking to other 
civil rights laws to advance their claims. 
Both Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, which prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of race b� recipients offederal 
funds, and the equal protection clauses 
in several (but not all) state constitu
tions provide a more favorable stan
dard of proof. In order to make a case 
using these laws, a plaintiff does not 
have to show .. discriminatory animus," 
but rather only that a particular decis
ion, or pattern of decisions, has a 
"disparate impact" upon a protected 
group of people. In this context, race 
and poverty data, which are relatively 
easily accessible, provide a source of 
power to community organizations and 
lawyers. 

In the Flint case, we argued that the 
state's decision to grant a pennit to 
Genesee Power to build the incinerator 
violated the disparate impact test of the 
Michigan Constitution's civil rights 
clause. Since little legal authority 
existed regarding a similar factual situ
ation as the one mvolving the demoli
tion wood incinerator, we relied on 
several types of cases: those involving 
challenges to local zoning schemes that 
had the effect of excluding low- and 
moderate-income families; those involv
mg challenges to municipal policies, 
such as limiting use of parks to resi
dents, but which had a disparate impact 
on communities of color; and those 
finding that a state's system of financing 
public education which caused wealth
based disparities in the quality of public 
education violated the state's constitu
tional equal protection guarantees 

These cases, in general. require a 
plaintiff to demonstrate that people of 
color are disadvantaged at a "substan
tially higher" rate than whites; that the 
state's permitung practice results in a 
racial pattern significant1y different 
from that of the applicable pool, such 
as the statewide population of African
Americans; and that it burdens a '"sub
stantially disproportionate" number of 
blacks. 

In support of this theory, we offered 
statistical proof of the disparate impact 
of MDEQ's permitting practice. We 
used simple Census data to show that a 
substantial disparity exists in the racial 
composition of the population sur
·rounding the demolition wood incin
erator site, as compared to that existing 
in the county and state. Specifically, the 
population within a one-mile radius 
surrounding the incinerator � 55.8% 
African-American; by contrast, Afri
can-Americans comprise 19.6% of those 
living in Genesee County and 13.9% of 
Michigan's population. 

Race and poverty data ars 
a source of power to 
community organizations 
and lawyers. 

. We also showed that there was a 
substantial disparit}- in the racial com
position of the population surrounding 
each of the four municipal solid waste 
mcinerator sites located throughout 
Michigan. The MDEQ had granted 
permits in areas that have substantially 
higher concentrations of African- -
Americans than the respective county
wide populations. For eXBmple, 43% of 
the population living within a one-mile 
radius of each of these incinerator sites 
is African-American, compared with 
the 13.9% statewide. 

Another type of useful, and not very 
experu;1ve, information was a risk as
sessment study, pedonned by Dr. 
Stuart Batterman of the University of 
Michigan's School of Public Health 
(and co-author of one of the articles 
appearing in the second half of this 
symposium), demonstrating that Afri-

Remember to send 

us Items for our 

Resoun:es Section. 

can-Americans living in Flint consti
tuted the population that would be 
most impacted by operation of this 
incinerator. 

Other easily obtained health data we 
used included public reports, studies 
from scientific journals and privately
commissioned studies. General health 
infonnation about the population itself 
brings real people with real problems 
into a courtroom or public decision
making body. In the Flint case, the 
population surrounding the incinerator 
suffered from more severe health 
problems than those living elsewhere in 
the county. A county health department 
study and a recent report commissioned 
by the governor also indicated that 
there already existed elevated le\'els of 
lead exposure in the area near the 
incinerator. 

Health information specific to chil
dren was also important. For example, 
children under six arc especially vul
nerable to lead's negative effects, 
because the blood-brain barrier of the 
neurological system is still developing. 
Children absorb more lead in propor
tion to their weight than do adults
.SO% & compared to 10%-20% for 
adults. The governor's report also indi
cated that 49 .2% of children ages six 
months to five years living in the Rint 
metropolitan area already have elevated 
blood lead levels 

Similarly, health inf onnation specific 
to nu::e/ ethnicity and poverty is im
portant, since it has been widely re
ported that raceiethnictty is the only 
variable th.at significantly predicts 
blood lead levels in all age-sprific 
models. A much higher percentage of 
African-American (22.5%) than white 
(8.1 %) children living in cities similar in 
size to Flint (i.e., central cities with a 
population less-than one million) have 
blood lead levels ex:ceeding 10 µg/dL 
Additionally, the poverty rate for Afri-

(PIEasl! tum to page 4) 
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(JUSTICE'. Continued from page 3) 

can-American children ages five and 
under living within one mile of the 
proposed incinerator was 77.2%. This 
is the population most at risk from lead 
poisoning; the Michigan Environ
mental Science Board Lead Panel con
cludes that lower socio-economic urban 
preschool children (less than six years 
old) living in older (pre-1980's) homes 
are the most vulnerable to lead expo
sure. 

Finally, other essential information 
included the cumulative risk of adding 
another polluting site. Flint has num
erous unregulated Junk yards that bum 
trash and tires, bulk storage gas tanks, 
an asphalt company and cement factory 
that contribute to noise and air pollu
tion, and a fenced-off holding pond 
containing sludge and other liquid waste 
northwest of the industnal park that 
may have negative effects on the local 
ground water. Toe Hint River, consid
ered the second most polluted river in 
Michigan, runs close to the area, so the 
water table is relatively high, and two 
streams run through the park near the 
river passing close to residential sites. 

Presentation of this evidence at trial 
(before the defense had even put on its 
own case) alone prompted the state 
court judge to push the parties into set
tlement discussions. ·Thus, collection of 
data is one of the most critical tasks any 
community group or lawyer can under
take when trying to keep a new source 
of pollution out of a neighborhood. 

Prospects for the Future 

Unfortunately, data of this type often 
are inaccessible to communities at the 
critical early stages llecause many 
community organizations lack access 
to computers, public health profes
sionals, risk assessment analysts, etc., 
and because these groups are not 
familiar with the types of data that can 
be useful and important. Thus, one key 
challenge facing those working in 'the 
Environmental Justice Movement is 
how to improve community aa,ess to 
information. 

A second challenge is how to link the 
various environmental struggles occur-

ring in communities throughout the 
country. Almost every instance of 
struggle involves commqn questions, 
the most fundamental of which is how 
to address the growing conflict between 
corporate self-interest and the good of 
the people. Debating this question pro
vides an opportunity to develop power� 
ful responses to the ascendancy of the 
Right and the new wave of deregulation 
of finanoe capital and manufacturing 
industries. Facing this question is one 

of the most important steps that can be 
taken in the environmental movement, 
and one which can make the environ
mental movement the leading edge for 
policies that place people over profits. 

Kary L Moss is Executive Director 
of the Maurice and JOTU! Sugar Law 
Center Jo, Economic and Social Jus
tice, a project of the National uiwyers 
. Guild, 2915 Cadillac Tower, Detroit, 
Ml 48226, 313/962-6540. □ 

Analysis of Racially Disparate Impacts 
in the Siting of Environmental Hazards 

by Thomas J. Henderson, David S. Bailey and Selena Mendy 

This article focuses on one aspect of 
a broad challenge by Citizens Against 
Nuclear Trash (CANl), a grassroots 
coalition in Louisiana, to the proposed 
construction, between two small Afri
can American communities-Fore st 
Grove and Center Sprin�f the first 
privately owned uraruum-enrichment 
plant in the United States. 

CANT engaged Nathalie Walker of 
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
and Diane Curriµt and Ann Spielberg, 
of Hannon, Curran, Gallagher, and 
Spielberg, to challenge the license ap
plication by Louisiana Energy Services 
(LES) to the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission on a variety of technical 
and environmental grounds, including 
the adequacy of the National Envi
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) Envi
ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
prepared by LES Th� Lawyers' Com
mi�.ee for Civil Rights Under Law later 
joined the case to assisi in developing 

the environmental justice clrums. Our 
article summarizes the gathering and 
application of .. disparate impact" evi
dence, and the legal theory de,.,eloped 
to challenge the siting of the LES 
facility. 

Disparate Impact 

In siting decisions, "disparate impact" 
means that the proposed facility more 
heavily burdens an identifiable com-

munity of color, and thus has a racilt.lly 
discriminatory result Establishing dis
parate impact is essentlal to any chal
lenge based on discrinunation. 

LES purportedly employed a sophis
ticated and carefully documented selec
tion proces!i that ranked potential sites 
against "essential" and "desired" �ite 
location factors, beginmng at the na
tional level and incrementally narrow
ing choices until selection of a final site 
Their initial criteria were essentially 
technical-such as shipping distances, 
meteorological requirements, and geo
logical and geographical limitations--
and narrowed the national regions to 
certain states. However, as the focus of 
the site selection process narrowed, the 
criteria became inherently more vague 
and subjective, mcludmg factors such 
as "local support,""act1ve and cohesive 
community,,. "manufacturing mental
ity" or "opinion leader uruty." Evalu
ation of the use LES made of these 
subjective cnteria revealed that they 
were applied in a discriminatory man
ner. For example, they were applied to 
the majority-white town of Homer, five 
miles distant from the site, and not the 
97% African American communities of 
Forest Grove and Center Springs im
mediately adjoining the site. 

llrrough discovery, CANT obtained 
the records underlying the site selection 
process, which revealed not the meticu
lous process touted by LES, but largely 
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unorganized and incomplete documen
tation, missing and inaccurate calcuta
t ions and site scores, and sites
including the Forest Grove; Center 
Springs site-added late in the process. 
This evidence demonstrated that the 
"process" was anything but objective 
and methodical and, instead, was easily 
subject to manipulation. Further, in 
dc:positions, LES officials and con
sultants claimed they were unaware of 
the racial composition of communities 
associated with the various potential 
sites and, thus, that racial impact had 
no place in their evaluation process. 
This testimony represented an admis
sion that the LES process, by its own 
design, ignored any evidence of dis
parate impact on African American 
communities. Th� evidence cemented 
C ANT's claim that the EIS utterly 
failed to identify or evaluate disparate 
racial impact, as required by President 
Clinton's Executive Order 12898. 

In analyzing the racial impact of the 
selection process, population data were 
gathered for each area under consuler
ation by LES, starting with the nation
wide selection of Northern Louisiana, 
down to the specific sites from which 
the final site was selected ( where Census 
block data were available to describe 
the racial makeup and income level of 
the population adjacent to each site 
considered). 

The results were dramatic. Beginning 
with the selection of Northern Lorns
iana a.� the best national site area, LES 
chose the state with the second lowest 

-:,,mcome level and second highest African 
American population (30.8%) in the 
nation. As LES further narrowed its 
�elections, analysis showed that the 
aggregate average percentage of African 
Amencan population within a one-mile 
radius of each of the 78 sites m North
ern Louisiana was 28.4%. When LES 
reduced the hst to 37 sites within nine 
communities, the aggregate percentage 
of African Americans rose to 36.8%. 
When LES then further lilTllted its 
focus to six sites in Claiborne Parish, 
the aggregate average percent African 
American population rose again, to 
64. 7%. The final site selected had the 
highest African American population 
of all 78 considered--97. I%. 

The disparate impact analysis with 
respect to the final site was pre� 
.not only on the stark racial impact of 
the selectioll' process, but also took 
account of the nature, extent and reach 
ot the predictable effects of the pro
posed facility-burdens as well as bene
fits-and the impact of those effects on 
the /\frican American and white com
mumtres. LES had identified benefits 
and burdens, but the EIS failed to 
analyze their impact, at all in some 
cases, and never on populations by 
race. For example, LES identified as 
burdens the risk of nuclear accidents, 
contamination of surface and ground 
water, ground water supply, noise, 
traffic, depressed real estate values and 
crime. When the impact of these effects 
on racial population groups was ana

lyzed, 1t was clear that the African 
Amencan population in the immediate 
vicinity of the facility was dispropor
tionately impacted. 

Establishing disparate 
Impact ls essential lo any 
challenge based on 
discrimination. 

Conversely. analysis of the racial 
impact of the proposed benefits of the 
facility--construction and operation 
jobs, increased real estate values and 
tl)e economic growth associated with 
development-demonstrated that they 
would disproportionately be enjoyed 
by the more remote white communities 
with higher levels of income, education 
and training. 

Experl Testimony 

This information was integrated mto 
the expert testimony of Dr. Robert 
Bullard of Clark-Atlanta University's 
Environmental Justice Research Center. 
In  pre-filed testimony, Dr. Bullard 
described the disparate impact evidence 
in the context of three elements of 
environmental equity-procedural, 
geographic and social. He described 
procedural equity as the extent to 
which governing rulel>, evaluation and 

selection criteria are implemented con
sistently and in a non�iscriminatory 
manner Here, neither the criteria nor 
the selection process took race into 
account or included input from mem� 
hers of the African American com
muruty. Such information is essential 
to assessing disparate impact and 
crucial to developing the NEPA 

.. alternative analysis" required in the 
EIS, which provide!. basic information 
on the social, economic and other 
significant impacts of the proposed 
project. Thus, procedural equity was 
absent from the site selection process. 

Characterizing geographic eq�ty as 
the location and spatial configuration 
of communities and their proximity to 
environmentally hannful facilities and 
land uses, Dr. Bullard concluded that 
the geographic and spatial configur
ation of Forest Grove and C.enter 
Spnn� rendered these African Amer
ican communities more susceptible to 
environmental risks than other com
muruties. Finally, Dr. Bullard indicated 
that social equity assesses the role of 
sociological factors on environmental 
decision-making. Such factors may m
clude race, ethnicity, class, culture, life 
styles; political power, organization, 
legal incorporation Detennirung that 
the social costs were disproportionately 
borne by the African American com
munities closest to the facility, Dr 
Bullard concluded that social equity 

(Please turn to page 6) 
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issues were not. adequately addressed in 
the EIS. 

Legal Claims 

In addition to disparate impact 
analysis, pressing an environmental 
justice claim required developing a lega] 
claim that recognized such · analysis. 
Because no constitutional or civil rights 
claims were stated, a claim was devel
oped using NEPA in conjunction with 
Executive Order 12898. Specifically, it 
was argued that . NEPA 's "significant 
impacts., and "informational" reqruttr 
ments demanded that LES prepare an 
EIS that properiy recognized and eval
uated environmental justice issues. 

Although the Supreme Court had 
held that NEPA analysis is limited to 
the physical, as opposed to emotional 
or psychok,gicaJ, impacts of a project, 
the record in CANT clearly illustrated 
that disparate impacts can have real 
social and economic effects subject to 
NEPA 's requirements.· Furthermore, 
NEPA has an important .. inf onnational 
component" -a mandate to fully in
form the decision-maker of the adverse 

impacts of the proposed project. 
Further support for this argument 

was found in Executive Order 12898 
and EPA 's (then draft) tnvironmental 
Justice Policy. The logical way for 
many federal agencies to implement the 
Executive Order on Environmental 
Justice is through the EIS process, and 
failure to do so can violate NEPA. 
Where such adverse impacts furthe1 
environmental injustice and dispropor
tionate risk to racial minorities, and run 

The 4J)rocess" was anything 
but objective and methodical 
and, Instead, was easily 
subject fo manipulation. 

contrary to the policy articulated in the 
Executive Order and civil rights 
statutes, such information is indeed 
relevant. Although the Executive Order 
expressly does not create an indepen
dently actionable claim, i� application 
is iqiportant to agency d!,rision-making. 
The courts have encouraged agencies to 
apply Executive Ordera in their �-ion
making process, stating that agencies 

that follow such Presidential directives 
do not act illegally, but rather in "laud
able fashton." 

Combming NEPA requirements with 
what is contained in the Executive 

· Order creates an obligation that any 
EIS should include an evaluation of 
disparate racial impact and related 
environmental justice issues-. Carefully 
analyzing and developmg evidence of 
disparate racial impacts can create a 
record that demonstrates that an EIS 
fails to satisfy this aspect of NEPA. 

Thomas J. Henderson is Deputy 
Director, David S. Bailey and Sel.ena 
Mendy are Staff Attorneys with the 
Environmental Justice Project, all of 
the lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law, 1450 G St. NW, #4()(), 
Washington, DC 20005, 202/662-8330. 
The case, In the Matter of Louisiana 
Energy Services, LP (Claiborne En
richmentCenter): Docket No. 70-3070, 
has been argued before the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Atomic 

Safety and licensing Board. The N RC 
has not yet made a final dedswn 
whether to accept the Environmental 
Impact Statement and issue a permit 

D 

The Streets, the Courts, the Legislature and 
the Press: Where Environmental Struggles Happen 

In November .1995, the East New 
York Community Committee Against 
the Incinerator celebrated a victory; the 
Committee had just defeated a wo.od
waste incinerator slated for a permit in 
the primarily African-American and 
Latino community of Brooklyn's East 
New York area. 

A few months later, another Brook
lyn community coalition, the Com
munity Alliance for the Environment 
(CAFE)-comprised of Latinos, Has
idic Jews and Afncan Americans from 
Williamsburg and Fort Green�also 
celebrated a victory. CAFE had staved 
off a 5 million pound per day municipal 
waste incinerator proposed for the 

by Rachel Godsil 

Brooklyn Navy Yard for over a decade. 
It had just received word that the City of 
New York agreed to its most recent de
mand: a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) for the project 
to replace the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) issued in (985. 

From the perspective of a civil rights 
lawyer in New York City, the world 
looks bleak:judicial hostility, the resur
gence of conservative politics at the 
city, state and federal levels, and. a 
powerful backlash against the civil 
rights gains of the past decades. But as a 
lawyer in the Environmental Justice 
Movement, a participant in the East 
New York struggle, and a late comer to 
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the Brooklyn Navy Yard battle, I can
not help but be cauttously optimistic. 

East New York 

In March 1995, the NY State De
partment of Environmental Coru.erva
tion (DEC) declared that the Atlas
Bioenergy Corp. need not prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement to 
build a wood-waste incinerator. Erult 
New York was not Atlas' first choice. 
The company frrst sought to build the 
incinerator-euphemistically called a 
waste wood gasification facility-in 
Sout.hhampton, Long Island. But 
when the Southhampton town board 



declared its opposition, Atlas agreed 
not to seek _a state permit, and instead 
focused on East New York. Atlas filed 
a permit application with the DEC and 
sought funding for the environmental 
review of the incinerator from the NY 
State Energy Research and Develop
ment Agency. In New York, before an 
agency may grant a permit for a project 
that may have an environmental im
pact, it must conduct an environmental 
review. The agency conducts an initial 
review to determine whether the project 
"may have a significant environmental 
impact," and if so, a full EIS .must be 
prepared The EIS grants an oppor
tun1ty for public review and comment 
and requires consideration of the pro
ject's potential effect on community 
health and character, as well as a range 
of more blatant environmental effects. 

When DEC filed a notice of complete 
application in March 1995 and declared 
that an EIS was unnecessary for the 
in�inerator-sited for a small industrial 
plot in a largely residential community, 
within blocks of day care centers, 
schools, public housing, senior centers 
and single-family homes-East New 
York residents finally received notice of 
the plan and began to organize. Resi
dents learned that the incinerator would 
spew tons of toxic pollutants into the 
neighborhood's already polluted air. 

The notice of complete application 
was rescinded when the New York 
Pubhc Interest Research Group (NY 
PIRG) pointt:d out to the state that the 
permit application was not, in fact, 

-eomplete. Community members and 
their elected officials, working with 
lawyers and organizers from the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Education 
Fund (LDEF), NY Lawyers for the 
Public Interest and NYPIRG, pres
sured the City to take over the envi
ronmental review and require prepar
ation of an EIS. The lawyers explained 
to the newly formed East Nevi,, York 
Communit) Committee Against the 
Incinerator that the EIS process, which 
provides significant opportunity for 
community involvement, could result 
in delay sufficient to doom the project. 
It is also an excellent organizing oppor
tunity, since public meetings and other 
public review and comment are re-

quired. As East New York activists 
organized weekly meetings of 30 to 50 
people, we drew charts and passed out 
fact sheets and glossaries-to make the 
EIS process accessible. 

At one meeting, Commtttee Chair 
Charles Barron told the lawyers that a 
commuruty resident had informed him 
of a city law prohibiting incinerators in 
apartment buildings and asked that we 
research whether the law might also 
apply to the proposed Atlas incinerator. 
With scant belief that the incinerator 
was illegal, but out of respect for 
Barron, we researched the City Admin
istrative Code. To our welcome sur
prise, the Code stated: "No person shall 
cause or permit the installation of 
refuse burning equipment." The only 
exceptions were for municipally-spon
sored and medical waste incinerators. 
The Atlas incinerator was· neither. 

Otten antagonistic Latino, 
Haskllc and Alrlcan
Amerlcan communities 

found common ground 
in the ground ltseff. 

The Committee sent a letter out
lining the law-which had never been 
interpreted in a court-to the City 
Department of Environmental Protec
hon and requested a meeting. No re
sponse. The Committee upped its or
ganizing. On July 15, a 105-degree day, 
the Committee held a rally at the 
incinerator site with several hundred 
people, demanding that the City uphold 
its own law. A few weeks later, the 
Committee held a Community Update 
for 200 residents, to which it demanded 
attendance from the Department 
Commissioner. She did not attend, but 
sent a representative and a letter, stat
ing that the City had not decided 
whether the incinerator was illegal and 
that the Committee could air its con
cerns in the EIS process. The Com
mittee began to consider litigation to 
short-circuit the EIS process. The en
vironmental impacts-dire though they 
would be-were secondary: the City 
Code stated that the incinerator was 

PRRAC Has E-mailll! 

illegal. 
Litigation proved unnecessary. After 

more organizing, and pressuring the 
City with thousands of petition signa
tures, letters, press and political work, 
the city denied Atlas its permit, pur
suant to the Administrative Code pro
vision unearthed by the C'.ommittee. 

Brooklyn Navy Yard 

A coalition among divergent com
munities-fonnaliz.ed with the birth of 
CAFE in 1992-has fought a battle 
against three different mayors- to stop 
construction of a 55-story (') incinerator 
in the heart of the Williamsburg and 
Fort Greene sections of Brooklyn. After 
ten years of struggle, which produced 
considerable community expertise 
around city and state environmental 
review laws, CAFE and NYPlRO or
ganized to demand a Supplemental 
Environmental lmpact Statement from 
the City to replace a IO-year old EIS 

In June 1995, 96 community and 
environmental organizations, 90 med
ical and technical professionals and 55 
elected officiah. requested a SEIS from 
the City. A thorough report by NYC 
Public Advocate Mark Green provided 
clear factual support for the legal claim 
that an SEIS was necessary. The Public 
Advocate's report documented signif
icant new information about the incin
erator's hannful impacts from toxic 
emissions, about vulnerabilities in the 
affected communities from AIDS, in
creased asthma and tuberculosis and 
the fact that new housing development 
and changed patterns of economic de
velopment have taken place in the 
nearby communities. 11us new infor-· 
mation rendered the 1985 EIS useless. 
But, as in East New York, despite a 
clear legal necessity, the City balked. 

CAFE and NYPIRG decided to 
litigate. In November 1995, the coali
tion, represented by lawyers from 

(Please tum to pagt 8) 
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NYPIRG and the NAACP LDEF, 
filed in state Supreme Court an expe
diied proceeding challengmg the City's 
determination, citing city and state 
environmental review laws and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, for 
failing to study the effects of the incin
erator on people with HIV. While the 
litigation proceeded slowly, CAFE and 
NYPIRG continued to organize. 

The City's Department of Sanitation, 
the project's sponsor, was completing 
its bi-annual Solid Waste Management 
Update, which required approval from 
the City Council. CAFE and NYPlR G 
applied political pressure to City Coun
cil members to require the City to agree 
to prepare the SEIS as part of the Solid 
Waste Management Update Last Feb
ruary, the City agreed. Now, a new 
environmental review process will pre-· 
cede any attempt to build the inciner
ator. Larry Shapiro, attorney for 

NYPIRG, predicts, that after more 
than a decade, "the incinerator will 
never be built." 

Charles Barron advises that for any 
struggle, "We need action on the social, 
legal, political and information fronts. 
in other words, we have to fight them in 
the streets, the courts, the legislatures 
and the press." The Brooklyn victories 
resulted from strategies on all four 

fronts. 
The Social Front: It has become 

axiomatic-and rightly so-that envi
ronmental justice struggles are grass-

, roots-led. Both the East New York and 
Brooklyn Navy Yard struggles bene
fited from brilliant leadership and 
committed coqununity participation. 

In East New York, a reputedly frac
tious community came together weekly 
in the East New York Community 
Committee Against the Incinerator. 

-Committee members sent letters to 
politicians, attended 1:9mmunity board 
meetings, aggressively sought to meet 
with the Commissioner, demanded 
support from pohticians, and held 
rallies and community updates with 
hundreds of participants. Charles 
Barron summed it up as follows: "The 
victory against the incinerator was a 
triumph of community people nsing up 

to fight environmental racism and 
promote environmental justice." 

In Williamsburg and Fort Greene, 
the often antagonistic Utino, Hasidic 
and African-American communities 
"found common ground in the ground 
itself," as CAFE C'-0-Chair Luis Garden 
Acosta has said. CAFE emerged in 
1992 out of an environmental summit 
meeting that drew 1200 residents. The 
fact that CAFE is a multi-racial, multi
ethnic coalition of highly organized 
communities means that it can demand 
support from a wide variety of poli
ticians beholden to different segments 
of the coalition. 

The Le3al a.id Political Fronts: 
Lawyers working with the communities 
in the Environmental Justice Move
ment have to be prepared to break 
down the traditional relationship in 
which the lawyer is the advi5;or and the 
client the adyisee. Working hand in 
hand, the community and lawyer can 
find fresh approaches by combining the 

We must break down the 
tradHlonal relationship in 
which the lawyer Is the 
advisor and the client the 
advisee. 

community's political expertise and 
knowledge with the lawyer's ability to 
interpret arcane rules and regulations 
to help find in-roads for the com
munity's political work. The close rela
tionship between the lawyers and the 
Community Committee resulted m bet
ter legal work by the lawyers and a 
fruitful avenue for 'the community to 
apply political pressure. 

In their most recent victory, CAFE 
and NYPIRG focused upon the state 
environmental review process and used 
it creatively. First, they sought full 
implementation by demanding the 
SEIS. When the City demurred, C' AFE 
and NYPIRG filed suit-but continued 
to up their political pressure. By com
plementing the litigation strategy with 
political work and following the min
utiae of City lav,.-the requirement for 
the City Council to approve the City's 

8 • Poverty & Race • Vol 5, No. 3 • May/JU11R 1996 

Solid Waste Management Update
CAFE and NYPIRG achieved a much 
quicker victory than even the expedited 
suit they had filed. 

The Press Front: Many of us first 
became aware of the state's decision not 
to require an EIS for the Atlas inciner
ator in the New York Daily News. 
Suzanne Matthe� an attorney with 
Public Advocate Mark Green's office, 
had noticed the state's decision to not 
require an EIS for the incinerator. 
Green's office issued a press release, 
along with NYPIRG, decrying the de
cision-which was picked up by Daily 
News reporter Annette Fuentes. 
Fuentes continued to follow the story, 
and the Community Committee worked 
hard to ensure that the extraordinary 
community effort under way was re
ported. Atlas-Bioenergy vice-president 
Thomas Polsinelli acknowledged the 
power of the media in a Village Voice 

interview after the City denied his 
permit: "Polsinelli was clear about 
where the firm wants to place future 
furnaces: 'One at the offices of the 
Village Voice. four at the Daifv News 
and one at the New York nmes." 

The Future: In both communities, the 
fight against the outside threat has blos
somed into a fight for community sus
tainability. The East New York Com
munity Committee Against the Incin
erator has reconstituted itself as the East 
New York United Front (ENYUF), 
which continues to meet monthly and is 
tackling education issues, economic and 
community development and violence 
in the community, as well as continuing 
to focus on environmental Justice. 
CAFE also plans to expand its scope, 
focusing on the existing overabundance 
of environmental threats, as well as 
developing local leadership to ensure 
future existence and strength. 

These Brooklyn victories are ex
amples of the power of communities in 
the Environmental Justice Movement. 
They also establish steps that are neces
sary to victory. organized communities, 
creative uses of the legal and political 
processes and a sound media strategy. 
Sadly, the experiences of other com
munities with equally brilliant lead
ership and community commitment 
and equally able technical assistance 



indicate that these steps may not always 
be sufficient. Without certain basic 
statutory structures-such as environ
mental review processes that allow for 
community participation-and some 
supportive elected officials, there are 
fewer inroads for community organiz
ing. Similarly, the unavailability of 
technical assistants ( organizers, law-

yers, scientists) early in the process who 
are committed to the principles of envi
ronmental justice and support_ing the 
community can impede a c!ommunity's 
efforts. Hopefully, the strategies ap
plied by communities in East New 
York, Williamsburg and Fort Greene 
will prove useful to other communities 
engaged in environmental justice strug-

gles-and inspiring to civil rights 
lawyers and activists thirsty for hope in 
this seemingly desolate time. 

Rachel Godsil is a Staff Attorney 
with the NAACP legal Defense and 
E:t.lucation Fund, 99 Hudson Street, 
16thfloor, NYC, NY 10013, 212/219-
1900. □ 

The Truth Won't Set You Free (But It Might Make 
the Evening News): The Use of Demographic Information 

in Struggles for Environmental Justice in California 

One of the great myths of white 
America is that the truth will set you 
free. What I mean by this is that simply 
being right, or having the truth on your 
side, does not mean you will win a 
particular struggle. The struggles com
munities fighting dangerous and un
wanted facilities have been undertaking 
across the country for the last two 
decades are not about who has the right 
facts, or the right science or even the 
right law. They are about who has the 
political and economic power to make 

•their voice heard. 
This said, having the truth on your 

side nonetheless is both useful and 
important. This article focuses on one 
particular type of "truth," the use of 
demographic information in com
i..tunity-based struggles for environ
mental justice. Despite its many draw
backs, demographic information, when 
used properly, can be a powerful tool in 
local fights. 

In our work at the C'.enter on Race, 
Poverty & the Environment, we have 
used demographic information in a 
variety of studies to build local move
ments, educate policymakers and the 

. public, and bolster legal claims. Here 
are some of the uses we've found for 
such data: 

Community education and mobili
zation: Community groups can use 
demographic information and studies 
to anger and motivate their members or 
community . .This important move-

by Luke W. Cole 

ment-building function occurs when 
demographic 1nf ormation help!i a local 
commqnity see what it may have con
sidered merely an environmental prob
lem in a new light, as a civil rights 
problem. A community's reaction to 
"They want to build a new plant at 
Third and Bayshore" might be very 
different from its reaction to that same 
information in the context of a demo
graphic �tudy study showmg: "San 
Francisco has two power plants, both 
in the Bayview-Hunters Point com
munity. Now they want to build the 
third plant here, too. Thus. Bayview's 
residents, 70% of whom are African 
American, will bear l00% of the burden 
of producing San Francisco's energy." 

Media hook: Demographic studies 
are important educational tools beyond 
the local community. Media outlets are 
constantly looking for .. scientific" in
formation on different topics and will 
readily report demographic surveys, 
even in draft form. These articles or 
news pieces help a community group 
reach a much broader audience, thus 
helping identify potential allies or other 
similarly situated communities; many 
times, community leaders · will get a 
phone call from a new supporter, who 
will say, "I just read about your fight in 
the paper and I want to help." 

The demographic studies we have 
used are generally graphic illustrations 
of environmental racism, such as when 
we revealed that all three of Ca1if omia 's 

Class I toxic waste dumps are in low
income, Latino farmworker commun
ities or when we released a study 
documenting that billboards in San 
Francisco's African American com
munity were three times more likely to 
feature alcohol advertisements than 
bi 11 boards in other neighborhoods. 
Such studies further publ,ic understand
ing of environmental rru...ism. 

Administrative advocacy: In Cali
fornia, we have used demographic data 
in administrative advocacy before local, 
state and federal agencies. These data 
have helped community groups provide 
a context for a local siting decision, 
such as when residents of Kettleman 
City discovered, and then pointed out 
to the local Board of Supervisors, that 
their town was the only majority Latino 
town in King.,; County and also was the 
only town asked to host a toxic waste 
dump. As groups around California 
investigated the demographics of their 
own communities, they found a :-.imilar 
pattern most of California's toxic waste 
treatment, storage and disposal facili
ties are in or near communities of color. 
In its 1995 report, Tori: Wastes and 
Race RevisiJed, the United Church of 
Christ reported that, based on its 
demographic analyses, 53 of Cali
fornia's 54 toxic waste sites were in 
communities that had a greater pro
portion of people of color than the 
national average. Findings such as 

(Plfase turn 10 page 10) 
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these-by both grassroots activists in
vestigating their own communities and 
national environmental justice groups 
painting a big picture-ha,·e been a key 
in community groups' ongoing chal
lenges to California's Department of 
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), the 
state agency responsible for permitting 
toxic waste facilities. On behalf of a 
number of California grassroots envi
ronmental justice groups, our Center 
has filed two administrative complaints 
with the U.S. EPA under Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which forbids 
discrimination by entities, such as 
DTSC, that receive federal funds. 
Administrative complaints have a great 
deal of potential power. as EPA 's regu
lations forbid even discriminatory 
impact (in addition to intent)-and m 
California, such impact is easily de
monstrated by demographic studies 
such as the United Church of Christ's. 

Litigation support: Finally, demo
graphic information is useful in plan
ning and bringing environmental justice 
lawsuits. Just as in administrative ad
vocacy, demographic information that 
shows a pattern of siting dangerous 
facilities in communities of color is an 
essential foundation to lawsuits alleging 
violations of civil rights laws. Lawsuits 
under Title VJ, or under Title VIl1 of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1968 (the Fair 
Housing Act), are a new but increas
ingly popular tool in the Environmental 
Justice Movement, and a number have 
been filed in California, challenging 
everything from rebuilding a freeway 
through the predominantly African 
American community of West Oakland 
to expansion of a toxic waste dump 
near Buttonwillow. Advocates should 
note that all evidence introduced in 
such hard-fought cases, including 
demographic studies, will be subject to 
exacting scrutiny by one's opponent!> 
and may also be the target of studies 
performed by the other side ·s hired-gun 
experts. 

Things to Watch Out For 

Inherent limitations: In using Census 
data, one should be aware of some of 

their limitations in describing a parti
cular community, region or state. The 
Census Bureau does not count Latinos 
as a separate race, but allows that they 
can be of any race; "Hispanic" is re
ported as a separate category. This can 
lead to an interesting situation: When 
the people of Kettleman City told 
Kings County officials that "Kettleman 
City is 95% Latino," a figure they based 
on the 1990 Census, the County re
sponded: !'Our figures show that Ket
tleman City is 67% white." Both were 
right 

Inaccurate data: Some data sets are 
flawed, and it is important to know 
about this and take it into account in 
fashioning any study, or risk having 
one's study (rightlY) attacked One re
cent example is a flaw in EPA 's power
ful Landview program, which plots 
demographic information as well as a 
host of other information on the siting 
of toxic facilities. The location of the 
toxic facilities plotted on Landview is 
based on those facilities' self-r.ep�rted 
latitude and longitude If the location of 
the facility inadvertently is reported 
incorrectly by the facility itself ( do you 
know the exact latitude and longitude 

of your office?), then that inf orrnation 
is incorrectly entered into the Land view 
database. As the saying goes, garbage 
in, garbage out When using Landview, 
we have had to double-check the actual 
location of facilities in the study area in 
question. 

The Bottom Line 

In sum, the experiences of the Center 
on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
show that demographic information 
can prove highly useful in local environ
mental justice struggles. Activists and 
advocates must remember, however, 
that like any other tactic in the struggle, 
demographic studies are only a means 
toward an end, not an end in them
selves. The truth will not set us free, but 
it is an important ally in ou1 struggle for 
environmental justice. 

Luke W Cole is General Counsel for 
the Center on Race, Poverty & the 
Environment and Staff Attorney at the 
California Rural Legal Assistance 
Foundation, 631 Howard Street, 11300, 

San Frandsco, CA 94/03-3907, 415/ 
777-2752. □ 
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The Not So Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit Program in Washington State 

In 1986, when the federal Low In
come Housing Tax Credit Program 
was created, specific language was 
adopted to ensure that each state 

developed a "qualified allocation plan., 

that gave first priority for use of these 
lucrative credits to for-profit or non
profit housing developers serving "the 
lowest income tenants ... Nearly a decade 
later, and after the program has stimu
lated renovation and construction of 
over a quar:ter million housing units, 
conservative members of Congress have 
proposed "sunsetting"the program. 
While this threat has dimimshed in 
recent months, questions remain about 
the future of the program. Currently, 
the General Accounting Office i s  
undertaking an extensive investigation 
of the program. 

In the ,fall of 1991, the Seattle 
Displacement Coalition received sev
eral complaints from tenants in tax 
credit subsidized buildings-specifically 
with regard to the rents they were being 
charged and how these units were being 
lllanaged. Prompted by these initial 
�ncerns, and with funding assistance 
from PRRAC, the Coalition began 
what was to be a four-year effort-fll.'8t 
to evaluate the program in Washington 
State and then to secure changes in the 
program at the state level so that 1t does 
a better job of fulfilling its mandate: to 
serve those most in need. 

Our effort has culminated in publica
tion of an extensive report in which we 
conclude that many low-income people 
and people of color in Washington 
State are being denied access to housing 
built under the tax credit program. 
Nevertheless, the Coalition does not 
side with those calling for an end to the 
program Instead, we call for specific 
reforms at the state and federal level 

by John Fox 

that would ensure tighter control on 
state housing agencies charged with 
implementing the program. 

In 1992, the Displacement Coalition 
first surveyed resident managers of over 
I 00 tax credit projects built in Wash
ington since the program began in the 
mid-80's. This earlier study encouraged 
the state's Finance Commission to 
make minor changes in how the pro
gram was implemented. In an attempt 
to determine if problems persisted, the 
Coalition this year went back and 
sampled 37 tax credit projects, state• 
wide, including some of the projects 
first studied in 1992. 

flost tow-income people 
were Ineligible. 

Of the 37 projects surveyed in 1996, 
25 (65% of the total) set a minimum 
income standard that ranged from 2 to 
3 1 / 2 times the required rent. In other 
words, "very low income" tenants a� 
plying for a set-aside unit m these 
projects also were required to prove 
that they had monthly e� equal 
to at least 2 to 31/2 times the set-aside 
rent. Even though these set-aside units 
were earmarked to serve low-income 
people, most low-income people--es
pecially those on SSI, General Assis
tance or other forms of fixed income
were ineligible due to these minimum 
income thresholds. 

The Coalition found an absence of 
effective marketing. Of 37 projects sur
veyed, 17 (46%) said they did not list 
their units with the housing authority. 
Most of those surveyed said they did 
not aggressively market units to com-

munities of color. In addition, 6 projects 
(16%} said they did not have handi
capped accessible units in their building. 
Sixteen of the projects (43%) would not 
even acknowledge that they offered 
low-income units for rent in their build· 
ing. The Coalition also found that 38% 
of the sample refused to refund the 
damage deposit even when a unit was 
vacated in good condition (a practice 
outlawed in Washington St.ate). While 
the Coalition, in the follow-up survey, 
did not ask managers how many of 
their units were occupied by people of 
color, in our 1992-93 survey of over I 00 
projects, 24% said that none of the units 
in theit building were occupied by 
people of color. and another 14% indi
cated they had percentages of people of 
color in their buildings that fell below 
averages for the county where their 
project was located. Another 16% of 
the projects said they did not know how 
many people of color they had in their 
building. 

Most troubling of all, the Coalition 
found that program rules (including 
those set at the federal and state level) 
did not adequately guarantee rent levels 
on set-aside units that most low-income 
people can afford. While most of the 
state's low-income people have earnings 
at or below 35-40% of median, most of 
the set-aside units were priced at rent 
ievels affordable only to those earning 

at or above 50% of median. In fact, in 
many cases, rents on "low-income" 
units approximated and even exceeded 
average rents for a given locale. In 
effect, it was easier and more affordable 
for a poor person to search out and rent 
a market rate unit in their communitr. 

Most of the problems uncovered by 
the Coalition are intrinsic to the tax 

(Please tum to page 13) 
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AFFIRMATIVE ACTION QUIZ 

by Fred Pincus 

s� page 15 for answers. 

Questions 1 tlU"ougb 5 pertain to fedeml aff"1mmtive action 
guidelines administered by The Office of Federat Contract 
Compliance Programs (OFCCP) of the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 

I. Who is legally required to have a written affirmative 
action plan? 
A. All employers with at least 25 employees 
B. All federal contractors, regardless of size 
C. Federal non-<:0nstruction contractors with 50 or 

employees and $50,000 or more in contracts 
D. Federal construction contractors with 100 or more 

employees and$ I 00,000 or more in federal contracts 

2. Affirmative action plans must include .. goals and time
tables." This means that by a specific date, employers 
who are covered by affirmative action guidelines and 
whose labor force falls below a specified percentage of 
women and/ or minorities must: 
A. Actually hire a certain number of minorities and 

women, whether they are qualified or not 
B. Actually hire a certain number of minorities and 

women, but only If they are qualified 
C. Try to hire a certain number of women and minor

ities, whether they are qualified or not 
D Try to hire a certain nwnber of women and minor

ities, but only if they are qualified 

3. After formulating their affirmative action plans, em
ployers are required to: 
A. Submit them to the OFCCP for approval 
B. Keep them on file in their own offices and be ready to 

submit them to OFCCP if they are requested 
C'. Have a majority of their women and minority em

ployees approve the plan 
D. All of the above 

4. The OFCCP conducts "compliance reviews" where they 
investigate employers who they �lieve may be violating 
affirmative action guidelines. In any given year, what 
percentage of employers covered by affirmative action 
guidelines undergo compliance reviews? 
A. Less than 5% C. 24% 
B. II% D� More than 50% 

5. Employers who violate affirmative action guidelines and 
fail to take corrective action can lose their existing federal 
contracts and be declared ineligible to receive others. This 
is known as being .. cJebarred." Between 1972 and 1995, 
how many employers have been debarred? 
A. 0 C. 197 
B. 39 D. More than IOOO 
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Que..t:iom 6 through 8 are based on federal law and U.S. 
s�preme Court decisions as of Jsi..:11uary I, 1996. 

6. Which of the following policies may any employer legally 
use for hiring and promotion decisions without first 
getting the approval of a federal court? 
A. Decide to hire or promote a Black or Hispanic for a 

particular position even though a white is clearly 
better qualified 

B. Decide to hire or promote a woman for a particular 
position even though a man is clearly better qualified 

C. Use race or gender as one of many factors in consider
ing hiring and promotion 

D. All of the above are legal 

7. In order to attract more Black and Hispanic students, 
any college or professional school may legally; 
A. Offer special minority scholarships that whites could 

not apply for 
B. Set aside or reserve a certain number of seats for 

Black and Hispanic students 
C. Require the admission office to visit all predomi

nantly Black high schools in a 50 mile radius to talk 
about the college 

D. None of the above are legal 

8. According to the U.S. Supreme Court, under what 
conditions can a lower federal court require an employer 
to hire and/ or promote a certain number of qualified 
women and minority group members? 
A. The proportion of minorities and women employees 

is lower than the proportion of minoritiell and 
women in the United States 

B. The judge suspects that the employer has discrimi
nated in the past 

c_ Either a or b would be sufficient 
D. None of the above would be sufficient 

Questiom !J through 11 are based on the results of national 
public opinion polls administered i."I 1995. 

9. National public opinion polls of white Ameticans show 
that: 
A. More than 90 percent are opposed to affirmative 

action 
B. They have different feelings about different kinds of 

affrrmati.ve action pohcies 
C They are surprisingly supportive of alfumative action 
D. None of the above 

10. National public opiruon polls show that Black Amer
icans: 
A. Generally support affrrmative action 
B. Are neutral toward affrrmative action 
C. Are opposed to aff lrt11attve action 

0 



11. National public opinion polls show that women have: grades, class rank, Scholastic Assessment Test (SA 1) 
scores and teacher recommendatioll$ A. More positive attitudes toward affirmative action 

than men ,B. Give special preference to the children of parents who 
graduated from that university B. The same attitudes toward affirmative action as men 

C. More negative attitudes toward affnmative · action 
than men 

C. Have never discriminated against Blades, Jews or 
Asians 

12. Two studies of lawswts by white males, which allege 
reverse discrimination, show that these suits; 

D. None of the above 

14. After 15 years of affirmative action, Blacks received_% 
of the medical degrees and -% of the law degrees 
during the 1992-93 academic year. 

A. Are becoming almost as common as discrimination 
suits brought by minorities and women 

B. Are less likely to be successful than suits brought by 
minorities and women 

A 5.8 and 5.7 C. 19.2 and 21.7 
8. 9.8 and 105 D. 30.2 and 28.3 

C. Are more likely to involve charges of race discrimi
nation than sex d�rimination 

Fred Pincus is Professor of Sociology at the Universit}· of 
Maryland-Baltimore County, 54()1 _Wilkens Avenue, Bah
imore, MD 21228-5398, 410/455-3979. The Affirmative 
Action Quiz appeared in the April 1996 Current World 
Leaders: International lss�. 

D. All of the above 

13. In considering whether or not to admit students, elite 
universiues like Harvard, Yale and Princeton: 
A Consider only measures of academic skills such as 

(U ASH/NGTON: Cominuedfrom page//) 

credit program itself. Responsibility 
should be placed on the states• housing 
finance agencies to adopt more aggres
sive guidelines for enforcement, mar
keting and project selection that would 
guarantee �ibility to the state's 
lowest�income populations. Smee the 
Coalition's expe1iena: indicates that 
state housing agencies are unwilling to 
do · this, it should be done through 
changes in federal guidelines. State 
housmg agencies should hire more staff 
for enforcement and monitoring (l,aid 

,. for by fees charged to project sponsors). 
··There should be annual, and more 

ngorous, certifications, mcluding a re
view of how many people of color are 
being housed in each project, with on
site visits conducted at least once every 
three years for all projects, and with 
fines and other more · aggressive re
medial actions imposed. State housing 
agencies also should require developers 
receiving credits to draw from area 
housing authorities and agencies serv
ing communities of color. Setting min
imum mcome requirements (at least 
those. set at more than I · 112 time!i the 
rent) should be barred outright. 
Owners also should be barred from 
charging excessive up-front fees, the 
size of damage deposits should be 

limited and full refunds of the deposit 
should be ensured. 

Most important., rents on all set-aside 
.. low-income" units should be substan
tially lowered. In Washington State, 
this idea has been met with considerable 
resistance by for-profit developers, 
bankers and in\'.estors reaping profits 
off the program. Congress should re
quire that most of the set-aside units be 

priced at rent levels that serve people 
earning at or below 35-40% of median, 
rather than 50 or 60'ro of median Also, 
most of the tax credits allotted to states 
should be earmarked for non-profit 
housing developers better equipped and 
generally committed to servmg those 
most in need. 

Even though the Coalition submitted 
its most recent findings to State Hous
mg Agency in February, they still have 
not responded. The Coalition may soon 
hold a "press event" outside a Commis
sion board meeting .. to get their atten
tion "In the meantime, the Coalition is 
presenting both its fmdings and re
commendations to state legislators, 
U.S. Senators Murray and Gorton and 
members of the state's congressional 
delegation. HUD also is bemg apprised 
of tbe Washington results, one of the 
first, if not the first, such study of the 
Low Income Housing Tax Program in 
a given state. 

John Fox is the Coordinator of the 
Seattle Displacement Coalition, a 19-
year old housing advo,:acy and organiz
ing project i:Ommitted to the expansion 
and preservation of affordable housing 
m the Seattle/ Ki,zg County area, 4759 
15th NE, Seattle, WA 98105, 206/523-
2569. The Coalitzon s full report, The 
Washington State Low Income Hous
ing Tax. Credit Program: Does the 
Program Truly Serve the Needs of Low 
Income People & People of Color? (26 
pp.+ app., Feb. 1996), is available for 
$10;a summary isfree. □ 

1$ Your Office (Stlll) 
Receiving Mull/pie 
Oppltls of P&R? .. • ... 

. T� ,(lllt � prin�mailin_g 
�-.(and 111vi: soae tlves}" we 
�Utage :Shtuffli P£R wiibm 
an ofl1ee (but w.e9t'cbt1pgy i,o to.sp 
ssnding mu� cop� If that\ 
�1 for you). Last��. we 
marled a rettw to (jll offi®S &Gt· 
ung multiple- oop-. � rer 

. �r.reettons and d.��- lf'you 
· ha_venl returned your 'f<frm--or 
if' you didn"'t g« oQ,.� let 
us know right away Mieliior we. ' 
('.an p.t<.1vide )'Oll'Witb �i-op1es 
of our newsletter. ·:•:., .• . 
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PRRAC Grantees' Ad¥ocacy Updat�_ 

State Communities Aid As.wciation 
(SCAA) 

One Columbia Place 
Albany, New York 12207 
518 463-1896 
Contact: Russell Sykes 

In 1995, with research funding from 
PRRAC and the Robert Sterling Clark 
Foundation, SCAA undertook a detailed 
analysis of New York State's Child Sup

port Enforcement System. Governed by 
the principles that constructive child sup
port reform would assist New York to 
further replace scarce public funds cur
rently spent through the welfare system, 
as well as assist more custodial parents 
(the vast majority of whom are mothers) 
and their children to gain further eco
nomic independence, SCAA published 
the report, "Orders in the Court: The 
Failures of New York's Judicial Child 
Support System." (The 31-page, Sep
tember 1995 report is available from 
SCAA for $7.) 

The SCAA report was designed not 
only to shed light on New York's dismal 
record in establishing and enforcing child 
support orders, but also to put a human 
face on the child support issue through 
our interactive work with the New York 
State Chapter of the As.sodation of Chil
dren for the Enforcement of Support 
(ACES), a grassroots organization of 
custodial parents and their children ad

vocating for major �hild support reforms. 
The SCAA study demonstrated that 

New York severely lagged the national 
average and the record of most other 
states in number of paternities estab
li!>hed, number of child support orders 
established, in welfare dollars replaced by 
child support and in overall collections. 
Over $2.6 billion in current child support 
and child support arrears remains wicol
lected in New York; only 26% of the 1,3 
million cases in the public (Title IV-D) 
child support system have an order in 
place, and collections are made in only 
19% of cases. (The New York family 
court system was found not to follow 
established state child support guidelines 

in more than 80% of cases.) 
The SCAA study made several de

tailed and controversial recommenda
tions for systematically reforming New 
York •s child support system, including: 
1) moving the State's child support 
enforcement efforts from the Depart
ment of Social Services to the Depart
ment of Taxation and Finance; 2) 
greatly limtting the role of the family 
court system, in favor of a more sim
plified administrative system that would 
closely follow state child support guide
lines; 3) expanding enforcement efforts, 
such as driver and professional license 
suspensions and improving the timeli
ness of employer reporting data for new 
hires and rehires that could be used to 
execute automatic wage withholding; 
4) further centralizing collections and 
other aspects of child support through 
state takeover of local cluld support 
functions; and 5) reinvesting federal 
incentive funds in expanded child sup
port staff and technology improve
ments. 

Our advocacy efforts utiliztng the 
report have been geared towards public 
education through the statewide media 
to highlight the need for reform, assist
ing ACES to build a broader member
ship statewide that can apply grassroots 
pressure, and administrative and Jegis,
Iative efforts with the Governor's Office 
and the legislature to incorporate the 
report's recommendations into law and 
policy. 

The SCAA report attracted substan
tial media attention, with articles and 
follow-up in numerous Albany. Ro
chester, Buffalo, Long Island, Syracuse 
and New York City dailies. Wire stories 
appeared on both the Associated.Press 
and in Gannett -papers. Editorial sup
port for positions in the SCAA report 
has also come from several upstate 
papers, as well as Newsday. A recent 
op-ed on child support prepared by 
SCAA was carried in several papers 
statewide. 

The suggestion in SCAA 's report 
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for administrative establishment of 

child support orders has been backed 
by the New York Public Welfare Asso
ciati<?n and ACES, despite opposition 
by the State Association of Court 
Hearing Examiners. SCAA's recom
mendation for moving child support 
enforcement functions to the Depart
ment of Taxation and Finance is aJso 
being tAken seriously. State Senator 
Stephen Saland, the Republican Chair 
of the Senate Children and Families 
Committee, has released a proposal to 
move the collection of all child support 
arrears to Tax and Finance. There is 
similar interest in this proposal from 
the Democratic Assembly. 

Governor Pataki has also addressed 
several child support issues of long
standing concern to SCAA through his 
own initiatives, including the suspen
sion of drivers and professional licenses 
for non-payment of support, 'further 
emphasis on -voluntary paternity pro
cedures and stricter requirements for 
employers to report new hires and 
provide income data to Tax and Fi
nance, 

SCAA is currently exploring the 
possibility of bringing in outside 
experts from other states this summe1 

to sit with key New York decision
makers and their staff to discuss opera
tional concerns, due process protections 
and other questions that arise as a result 
of movement away from the cow-ts and 
towards administrative procedures for 
the establishment of child support 
awards. 

PODER(People Orgam.ed in Def� 
of Earth & Her Resources) 

55 North 1H 35 
Suite 205B 
Austm, TX 78702 
512/ 472-9921 
Contact Susana Almanza 

People Organized in Defense of 
Earth and Her Resources (PODER), 
with support from PRRAC. has been 
conducting research since early 1995 

. ' 

t 



on the environmental impact of high
tech industries on their surrounding 
Latino· and African-American neigh
bor hoods in East Austin, Texas. 
PODER and the Montopolis Area 
Neighborhood · Improvement Council 
(MANiq are working to ensure that 
high-tech industrialization benefits the 
neighbors and workers of high-tech 
manufacturers without banning the 
environment 

Preliminary research results suggest 
that the City of Austin has encouraged 
industrial development in the poorer 
minority East Austin neighborhoods 
while aggressively discouraging similar 
development in the more affluent and 
predominantly white West section of 
the city. Additionally, the research re
vealed a pattern of planning, zoning 
and pollution pennit approval "fast
tracking" that has allowed several pol
luting semi-conductor manufacturers 
to locate in the area. Most alarming is 
that the permit "fasHracking" has not 
taken into consideration the cumulative 
negative environmental impact of lo
cating these companies, in some cases, 
literally next door to one another. Most 
of the pollution has disproportionately 
occurred in census tracts and zip codes 
closest to the industrial cluster-where 
the proportions of people of color are 
among the highest in Austin. The dis
parity increases as a result of the impact 
of area ground water and soil contami
nation. 

On October 12, 1995, PODER and 
MANIC filed a Title VI Administrative 
Complaint with the Office of Civil 
Rights of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, citing discriminatory practices 
of the Texas Natural Resource Con
servation Commission (fNRCC) and 
the.City of Austin. The complaint was 
filed a few months after another semi
conductor manufacturer announced 
plans ·to construct a new plant in East 
Austin The manufacturer's public an
nouncement indicated they wo.uld emit 
air contaminants, such as acids, inor
ganic compounds and carbon com
pounds. 

Since the announcement, PODER 
and MANIC representatives have re
quested public hearings regarding Air 
Quality Permits before the TNRCC. 

The hearings would allow concerns to 
be brought forth regarding numerous 
facilities in the same adjacent area of 
Montopolis that emit tJxic chemicals 
and the possible adverse cumulative 
impact of these emissions on com
munity residents. PODER bas had to 
seek legal counsel to obtain inf orma
tion and is presently awaiting a ruling 
from the Attorney General's Office 
regarding their repeated requests for 
public information aboutthe company. 

Future advocacy go� include: work 
in securing clean, safe job opportunities 

for East Austin residents; ensuring 
community participation in developing 
balanced land use planning guidelines 
that respect local cultures and the en
vironment; monitoring and enforcing 
local environmental laws; ensuring 
community oversight of all govern
ment-funded programs designed to 
benefit industry(tax abatements, utility 
incentives, etc.); and effectuatingcitiz.en 
participation in planning resources for 
housing and transportation associated 
with high-tech industrial developmenL 

Answe,s 

Affirmative Action Quiz 

I. C. About 92,000 non-construction contractors fall into this category and must 
have affirmative action plans. Another 100,000 construction contractors do not need 
affUlllative action plans but must abide by other OFCCP regulations. 

2. D. Goals only require a good faith effort; contractors do not have to achieve the 
goal. Quotas, which are often part of legal consent decrees, � more binding 

3. 8. Since employers do not have to submit their plans to the OFCCP, the chances 
arc that no federal official will ever see the affirmative action plans of most federal 
contractors. 

4. A. The OFCCP conducts about 4000 compliance reviews each year, and the 
number is decreasing. At this rate, it would take the OFCCP over 46 years to review 
each of the nearly 192,000 contractors it is responsible for. 

5. B Since 1975, the average number of debarment� ea.ch year has been only I .S. It 
takes, on average, about three years for a company to be debarred. If a debarred 
company applies for reinstatement, it takes only eight months. 

6. C. Using race � one of many factors was approved by the Supreme C.Ou.rt 1n 
1978, gender was approved sometime later In Man:h 1996, ho�. a federal appeals 
court said that this was illegal in a case involving University of Texas Law School 
adrniworu.. Presumably, the U.S. Supreme Court will rule on this case in the next few 
years. 

7, C. Any school can try to ra.'fllit more qualified Black students by visiting Black 
high schools. The Supreme Court has ruled against special minority scholarships. In 
most situations, it is also illegal for a school to reserve a number of seats for minorities. 

8 0. In order to justify a quota, the plaintiff must fint prove that m employer bas 
intentionally discriminated and bas not taken sufficient steps to stop the discrimi
nation There are also other legal requirements to justify quotas. 

9 B. Whites are more supportive of affirmative acuon for women than for 
minorities They are more supportive of pol:ictes that don't involve quotas and that are 
not intended to compensate for past discrimination. 

IO. A. Blacks �upport most affirmative action policies involving both women and 
minorities. 

11. A. Women are more supportive than men� Black women are more supportive 
than white wornc:n. 

12. B. White males do not have a g<>OQ fCCQrd in reverse discrimination lawsuits. In 
addition, there are many more discrimination suits filed by women and minorities. 
Most suits filed by white males allege gender discrimination rather than rare 
discrimination. 

13. B The children of alumru, called "legacies," have a better chance to get admitted. 
Elite universities discnminated against Jews and Blacks early in the 20th Century and 
have been accused of discnminating against Asians m the 1990's. 

14. A. Despite affirmative action, Blacks and Hispanics are still underrep�ted in 
tenns of law and medical degrees. White males still receive about half of these degrees. 

□ 
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PRRAC Update 

Catherine Dom, our beloved 'and 
valuable Executive/ Editorial Assistant, 
has graduated law school and headed 
out to California to take the bar and get 
married. We will all miss her. In her 
place, we welcome Beth Gimhurg, a 
1992 graduate of Rutgers with a masters 
in public communications from Amer
ican Univ., who comes to us from the 
Brubach Corp. and the Ctr. for the 
Study of Commercialism. Welcome, 
Beth! 

Ex-Board member Wade Henderson 
has been named the new Executive 
Director of the Leadership Conf. on 
Civil Rights, the legislative arm of the 
civil rights movement. Prior to his new 
post, Wade headed the NAACP's 
Washington Bureau and was Aswc. 
Director of the ACLU's Washington 
national oflice. 

Reports on PRRAC's most recent 
local researchec-activist meetings (Feb. 
27 in Atlanta, May 5 in DEq are 
available from us with a SASE. 

Ex.-Board member Betsy Julian is 
now Assistant Secretary for Housing & 
Equal Opportunity at HUD. 

PRRAC's Spring Board meeting is 
June l-2 in DC (coinciding with the 
Children Defense Fund's .. Stand With 
Children" event); we'll have a report in 

ourJuly/ August issue. D 

Resources 

When ordering items from 
the Resources Section, please 
note that most listings direct 
you tn contact an..organi
zation other than P RRA C. 
Pnces include the ship
pmg/ handling (s/h) charge 
when this irj(ormatio,i is pro• 
vided to PRRA C. "No price 
listed" items often are free. 

When ordering ite� from 
PRRAC: SASE= self� 
addressed stamped envelope 
(32, unless oth£rwise 
indicated). Orders may not 
be placed by telephone or 
Jax. Please indicate which 
issue of P&R you are 
ordering from. 

When we fill SASE orders, 
we enclose a contributions 
envelope; p/ease-especioJly if 
you are a frequent user of 
our service-try to send us 
some needed operating funds. 
Thank you. 

RaceiRacism 

� An Orpnizin& Kit to 
Fight An1i-/Jllnnative 
Action Measuffl at the 
Grasvoots Level has been 
produced by Women 
Employed, 22 W. Monroe 
St., #1400, Chicago, lL 

60603, 312/782-3902; may be 
free. 

,;, "Blac..\: in Jo...merica" was 
the title of the special April 
29-May .6 New Yorker. Most 
libraries have it Of special 
interest are David Remnid: 's 
profile of William Julius 
Wilson, Henry Louis Gates' 
profile of Louis Farrakhan 
and Gates' brief interviews 
with 60's figures (Angela 
Davis, Eldridge Oeaver, 
James Farmer. Julian Bond, 
etc.) about the IJO's. 

(li "Delilierate Dmdvan
tage: A Case Study of Race 
Relations in the SF Bay 
Area" (144 pp., 1996) is 
available ($15) from the 
Applied Research Center, 
1322 Webster St., #402, 
Oak1and, CA 94612; a 20-
page Exec. Summary is $5. 
Another new ARC 
publication· "Politics 
Unusual." by Madeleine 
Adamson. with an 
Introduction by PRRAC 
Board member Gary 
Delgado; 56 pp., 1996, $16. 

® "Hispanic Americam: A 
Look Back, A Look Ahead," 
by Harold Hodgkiw,on & 
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Janice Hamilton Outtz (29 
pp. + apps., March 1996), is 
available ($15) from the Inst. 
for &iuc. Leadership, 100 I 
Conn. Ave., #310, Wash., 
DC 20036, 202/ 822--8405, E
mail: iel.@iel.org. 

a "F.!ispmac Americam 
Today,. (48 pp., 1993) and 
.. Hispanics-Latinos: Diverse 
People in a Multicultural 
Soctety" (40 pp., 199S) are 
available (the latter ns, the 
former possibly free) from 
the Natl. Asm. of Hispanic 
Publications, 1730 Rhode 
Island Ave. NW, #708, 
Wash , DC 20036, W2/776.-
0556. 

� Hopgood v. Tam: The 
abominable March 5th 
Circuit Court decision 
striking down the Univ. of 
TX Law School's program to 
bring tn more African
American and Mexican
American: students is 
trenchantly criticized in 
Anthony Lewis' column in 
the March 22, 1996, NY 
7Imes and the paper's 
editorial of the same day. 
Both available from us with a 
SASE. 

� "Latino6i in Ci!lifomia: 
Report or Actmties F'uDCled 
by the Univ. or Calif. Comm. 
on Latino Resea..�, 1993-95" 
(93'pp., 1995) is available 
(possibly free) fro� Prof. 
Ramon Gutierrez, Ethnic 
Studies, 9500 Gilman Dr., 
UC-San Diego, La Jolla, CA 
92093-0522, 619/534-3276. 

r; "On Many Edges - The 
ffiolpmic Popufation of 
Indiana" (59 pp., Winter 
1996) is a Heartland Ctr. 
Report, available (no price 
ltste.d) from the Ctr , 7128 
Arizona Ave., Hammond, IN 
46323,219/844-7515. 

.., "Project Omnge: Leaons 
Learned from Planning an 
Anti-Ramm Initiative" (15 
pp., 1995) reports on the Levi 
Strauss Foundation's 
initiatives in Valdosta, GA, 
Albuquerque, El Paso and 
Knoxville. Likely free. from 
Gina Warren at the Fdn., 
l l 55 Battery St., SF, CA 
94111, 415/544-7464. 

� Spotlight on 
Heterog,meit.y: TM Fttkral 
Standard!.for Racial& 
EthnicC�-



Summary of a Wmf.:shop, 
eds. Barry Edmonston, 
Joshua Goldstein & Juanita 
Tamayo Lott (69 pp., 1996), 
is available (no price listed) 
from the Comm. on Natl. 
Statistics, Natl Academy of 
Sciences, 2l01 Constitution 
Ave. NW, Wash., DC 20418, 
202/334-3096. 

• "The 19% Massachusetts 
Asian fuific Aruerican 
Directory" is available ($13) 
from the Asian Amer. 
Resource Workshop, 160 
Kneeland St., Boston, MA 
02111. 

• "The New American 
Ghetto" is an extraordinary 
photo exhibit by Camilo Jose 
Vergara that just left the 
Natl. Bldg. Museum and is 
headed for a July-August 
showing at NYC's MunicipaJ 
Art Society. His 1995 book 
of the same title was 
published by Rutgers Uni,. 
Press. 

.. The Status of Black 
Atlant.a 1995, ed. Bob 
Holmes (130 pp.). is available 
($12.50) from the So. Ctr for 
Studies in Public Policy, 
Oark Atlanta Univ., 223 
James P. Brawley Dr. SW, 
Atlanta, GA 30314. 404 / 880-
8085. 1993 and 1994 volumel; 
also are avail.able, as is 
"Georgia Legislative Review: 
1995." 

.,, "The V'ses of Diw.ni..')I, " 
an essay by Harvard 
President Neil Rudenstine 
that appeared in the Maci;h 
April 1996 Harvard 
Magazine, is available from 
us with a SASE; better, write 
the President's Office, 
Harvard Univ., Cambridge, 
MA 02138 for "Diversity & 
Learning," The President's 
Report 1993-95, from which 
the article was excerpted, and 
which cont.aim citations not 
in the magazine version. The 
text also is available on-line 
at http:/ /www.harvard.edu/ 
presidents_office. 

o A Latino March on 
Wash., DC, to encourage the 
US to include Latinos in the 

national discourse, esp. on 
racial matters, scheduled for 
Oct. 12, is being organized by 
Coordinadora '96. Inf. from 
Juan Jose Gutierrez, 
213/268-8472 01 (PRRAC 
Board member) Maria 
Jimenez, 713/926-2799. 

Poverty/Welfare 
� Let Tb,•, Eat Ketchup! 
Tm Po/ma of Poverty & 
l,requtJity, by Sheila Collins 
(160 pp., 19%), is available 
($12) from Monthly Review 
Press, 122 W 27 St, NYC, 
NY 10001, 212/691-2555. 

-" "Policy Implications of 
Latino Poverty," by Maria 
Enchautegm, is available 
through Prof. Ramon 
Torrecilha, 212/661-07.80. 

• Poverty: A Global 
Rwiew-Hundb:Jok, on 
lntemaiio.·d Poverty 
R�-,, eds. Else Oyen, 
(PRRAC Board member) 
S.M. Miller & Syed Adbus 
Samad (600 pp., 19%), is 
available ($67.40) from 
Scandinavian Uruv. Press, 
875 Mass. Ave., #84, 
Cambridge, MA 02139, 800/ 
498-2877. 

It "Poverty & Income 
Trends: I�." by Richard 
May & Kathryn Porter (93 
pp., March 19%), "State 
Income Tax Burdens on 
Low-Income Families in 
1995: Assessing the Burden & 
Opportunities for Relief;., by 
Edward Lazere & Elizabeth 
McNichol (33 pp., April 
1996); "Maine's Families: 
Poverty Despite Work," by 
Edward Lazere (5i pp .• April 
1996) are nev. Ctr. on Budget 
& Policy Prioritie� 
publications. Ordering inf. 
from the Ctr., 777 N. Capitol 
St. NE; #705, Wash., DC 
20002, 202/408-1080. 

0 "Pove.i1y & Social 
Inequality in San Fl'llDcisco: 
Focus on Latino Families&. 
Ou.1dren," by Raquel 
Pinderhughes, Fred Tsui, 
Amy Wong, Ray Webster & 
Courtney Ken(? pp., 19%), 
is available ($15) from Prof. 

Pinderhughes, Urban Studies 
Prog., SF St. Univ., l<iOO 
Holloway Ave., SF, CA 
94132, 415/338�2875. 
" 

• "Prisoners of Abuse: 
Domestic Violence & 
Welfare Receip!," by Jody 
Raphael (23 pp., April 1996), 
thf' second report of the 
Women, Welfare & Abuse 
ProJect, is available, free, 
from The Taylor Inst., 915 
N. Wolcott Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60622, 312/342-5510. 

tt "TIie Welfare Reform 
Demte: Implications for 
Chlld Care,,. by Helen Blank, 
is available (47 pp., $4.95) 
from the Children's Defense 
Fund, 25 E St. NW, Wash., 
DC 20001, 202/628-8787 

• "Wel&re Ref'onn" is the 
theme of the Winter 1995-96 
Mott Exchange, containing a 
17-page roundtable discus
sion by Mark Greenberg, 
(fonner PRRAC Board 
member) Robert Greenstein, 
Douglas Besharov, Thoma,; 
Corbett, Judith Gueron & 
Anna KonJratas, moderated 
by Neil Peirce, and an artide, 
"Time-Limited Welfare 
Neither Cheap Nor Easy, 
Study Finds," by Carol 
Rugg. Copies free from the 
Charles Stewart Mott Fdn., 
1200 Mott Fdn. Bldg., Flint, 
Ml 48502-1851, 810/238-
5651. 

Co�nmunity 
Orgaruizing 
-a "Finding the Gmsvoots: 
A Directc,ty of NYC Activist 
Orgamzatiom" is availabl� 
($13) from the North Star 
Fund, 666 Broadway, 5th t1r , 
NYC, NY 10012. 212/460-
5511. 

� "How-and Why-to 
lnOueaM:e Public Policy: An 
Action Guide for Comm. 
Orgs." is a special Winter 
1996, 40-page issue of 
Commwiity Change, 
available (free) from the Ctr. 
for Comm. Change, 1000 
Wisc. Ave. NW, Wash., DC 
20007, 202/342-0519. 

• "Stmtegic Parmenhips: 
How to �� & JV..aintain 
lnterorganizational 
C.ollab-amtiom & Coolitiom," 
by Beth Rosenthal & Terry 
Mizrahi (200+ pp., 1994), is a 
workbook, available ($53) 
from the Educ. Ctr. for 
Comm. Organizing, Hunter 
College School of Socia] 
Work. 129 E. 79 St .. NYC, 
NY_ 10021, 212/925-8051. 

fl The Soutl.em 
Empowennent Project is 
holding a 6-week organizing 
training session, June 16.July 
27, including an intensive 
fund-raising school beginning 
the first week of the 
organizing school. Inf. from 
SEP, 343 Ellis Ave., 
Maryville, TN 37804, 
423/984-6500. E -mail: 
souempower@igc.apc.org. A 
40-p_age history of the 
creatioa & growth of SEP is 
available from them for 
$4.50. 

-:, T�te 6th Annual Comm. 
Strategie '!'minin& Initiative, 
sponsored by the Western 
States Cr., will be held Auz. 
3-6 at Lewis & C'lark College. 
Inf. from WSC, 522 SW 5th, 
#1390, Portland, OR 97204. 
503 I 228-8866. 

Criminal Justice 
._, A Virion Beyond 
SUJ'Vival: A Jill'!SOlll'a! Guide 
for I.l1Cal'Cel'tlt. Women, eds . 
Brenda V. South & Cynthia 
Dallard (1996), is available 
($25 nonprofits, $40 others) 
from the Natl. Women's Law 
Center's Women in Pnson 
Project, 11 Dupont Circle 
NW,#800, Wash., DC 
20036,202/588-5180. 

WE'D GREA1'LY 

APPRECIATE 

· f&DBACK ON 
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Sl:GTION. J 

May/ June 1996 " Poverty & Race • ·vol. 5, No. 3 • 17 



• "ExceHence in ,:,i "Fighting Poverty Edu1:ation Auburn Ave. NE, 2nd flr., 
Community Policing" is a Through Comm. Atlanta, GA 30303-2503, 
new Natl. League of Cities Empowerment & Econ. " -4frr.an Ameriarn 404/ 523-0001. � 
project "to identify innovative Dev.: The Role o1 The f-.lothns & Urban Sdwo/s: 
& exemplary local public Comm. Reinvestment & the Power of PartidpaBon, � Violence Prevention 
safety programs that Home Mortpge Dl�closure by Wendy Glasgow Winters, Training for School 
demonstrate strategies & Acts," by Richard Marsico, is available from Lexmgton Profestiondr. The Harvard 
techniques of community appeared the Spring 1995 NY Books, 866 Third Ave., School of Public Health is 
policing." A nationwide· Law School Journal of NYC, NY 10022. • offering a free 3-day training 
award competition is HUllUlll Rjghls. Reprints of program in 3 cities. the 
involved; application packets the 29-pagr article likely are 11) "Black Immcnion Boston S!?SSion took place in 
(June 28 deadline) are available from Prof. Marsico, School§," by PRRAC Board early April, but similar 
available. Inf. from William New York Law School, 57 member john powell, sessions will be held in SF 
Whiteside, NLC, 130 I Penn. Worth St., NYC, NY 10013, appeared in vol XXI, no. 4 (June 19-21) and Dallas 
Ave. NW, Wash., DC 20004, 212/431-2176. (1994-95) of the NYU Review (June 24-26). Inf. from 
202/ 626-3136. of I.aw & Socwl Change. Jacqueline Kral, Harvard 

41 FunllJnR SOlllcafor Reprints of the 21-pagc School of Public Health, 718 
• "Offmders Under Age 18 Comm. & Econ. article may be available from Huntington Ave., Boston, 
in State Adutt Correctional Development 1996 (880 pp., Prof. powell. Univ. of Minn. MA 02115, 617 /43.2,.2400, E-
Systems: A Nationd Picture" March 1996) is ayailable Law School, 229 19th Ave. mail: jkral@sph.harvard.edu. 
is av.rilable (no price listed) ($60 50) from Oryx, 4041 N. S., Mpls., MN 55455. 
from the Natl Inst. of Central Ave., #700, Phoenix, "" "Aehie,,lnx Academic 
Corrections Inf. Ctr., 1860 AZ 85012-3397, 800/279- it "Focus mt Leeming: A Excellmce in Our 
Industrial Circle, Suite A, 6799; 6(klay money-back Report o.i Rempmzing Multicultuml Schools,., 
Longmont, CO 80501, 800/ guarantee. General & Special F.duc. in sponsored by the Common 
877-1461. NYC," by Norman Fruchter, �stiny Alliance, will be held 

!) "The 'Balanced �udgd' Robert Berne, Ann Marcus, June 27-29 in Wash., DC. 

Economic/ Movement Is a Threat to Mark Alter & Jay Gottlieb Inf. from CODA, Benjamin 
Our Economy" is a statement (128 pp., Oct. 1995), is Bldg., Rm 4114, UMCP, 

Community that emerged from the Social available (no price listed) College Park., MD 20742-
Development Policy Forum on the from the NYU Inst. for 1121, 301/405-2341. 

«ti "A Forum on Comm. 
Balanced Budget. SigneJs Educ. & Social Policy, 285 

·• 

Eron. Dev."(20 pp., Dec. 
include Sumner'Ro�n, Mercer St., NYC, NY 10003, iEmployment/Jobs Frank Riessman, Robert 212/998-5880. ". 

1995) is a Summary Report McIntyre, Elaine Bernard, Poll<:-t 
of a Oct. 12-14, 1995 Cinn. Noam Chomsky, Jeff Faux, � "Pedorm or Perish: � "Are There Enough conf., sponsored by the Herbert Gans. PRRAC-ers Recommendations or. the Jobs? Welfare Reform & United Way. Avail. (possibly S. M. Miller & Chester Acmsory Council to the NY Labor Market lleality,"by free) from Eric Muschler, Hartman and others. Inf. State Boaro of Regena Virginia Carlson & Nikolas United Way, 701 N. Fairlax from Riessman at Social Subcomm. on I.ow-Perform- Theodore (32 pp., Dec. St., Alexandria, VA 22314- Policy, 25 W. 43 St., #620, ing Schools" t62 pp., March 
2045, 703/836-7100. 1995), is available (no price 

NYC, NY 10036, 212/642- 1994; reprinted Jan. 1996) iSi listed) from the Chicago 

"Core !&WeS in 
2929. available (no price listed) Urban League, 4510 S. 

:e from Assoc. Commr. Sheila 
Comprehemi.ve Community- Michigan,Chicago, IL 

Tynrnny of the Bottom Evans-Tranumn.St. Educ (i()653, 312/285-5800. BuHdin& !nitiath11!!i," ed. Line: Why Ca,por,,tlt,M Dept., 55 Hanson PL, 
Rebecca Stone (112 pp., Feb. Mau Good Peopl,e Do Bad Brooklyn. N

Y 
11217-1580, 

1996), is available (po�ibly 1'hinp, by American Univ. 718/722-2796. PRRAC 
free) from the Chapin Hall Busmess Prof. Ralph :Estes Board member :Esmeralda l

i 

PRRAC'•1994 Ctr. for Children, Univ. Chi, (Dec.. 1995), is available Simmons served on the 
1313 E. 60 St, Chicago, IL ($27.95) from Benett-Koehler Council ANNUAL 
(i(l637, 312/753-5900, E-mail: Publishers; or from the Ctr. REPQRTIS rstone@chmail.�pc.uchicago. for Advancement of Pubhc 8 "Redeemin& the 

AVAILABLE. edu. 47 authors-including Policy, 1735 S St. NW, American Promille," a report 
Anita Miller, Mitchell . Wash., DC 20009, 202/797- from the Panel on &iuc. SEND US Sviridoff, Prudence Brown, 0606. Opportumty & Post-

ASELP.. A vis Vidal, Ronald secondary Oe$egregation, 
I 

Ferguson, John Gaventa, l'l The Ctr. for Popular examine& the status of ADDReSEO Ted Wysocki, Joseph Economics' Summer Inst. minonties in higher 
STAMPED McNeel�, Harold DeR1enzo, will be held Aui- 4-10 in education, providing data on 

Gus Newport & Garland Amherst. Inf. from the Or. enrollment & degrees aa.NVELOPE 
Yates-offer their views. The PO Box 785,.Amherst, MA awarded to blaclc, white & 

<•POSTAGE) f Or. also has a publications 01004, 413/545-0743. Hispanic students from 11 
catalogue. Southern states & PA. FORA COPY. 

Available (no price listed) 
from the So. Educ. Fdn., 13S 

18 • Poverry & Race • Vol. 5, No. 3 • May/June 1996 



� "Assessing a $5.15-An
Hour Minimum Wage" is a 
6-page, March 28, · 1996, 
(revised) report from the Ctr. 
on Budget & Policy 
Priorities, 777 N. Capitol St 
NE, #705, Wash., DC 20002, 
202/408-1080; contact them 
re prices. 

Q "NAFTA 's Firs! Two 
Y ean: The Myths & l!ie 
Realities," eds. Sarah 
Anden.on, John Cavanagh 
& David Ranney (50 pp. 
1996), is available (no price 
listed) from the Inst. for 
Policy Studies, I (JO l Conn. 
Ave NW, Wash., DC 20009, 
202/234-9382,x227. 

iS "New State-By..State 
Data Show Raising 
Minimum W21ge WouJd 
:lcnefit 12 Million Low
Wage Workers" heads a set 
of 2 tables, available (possibly 
free) from the Econ. Policy 
Inst., 1660 L St. NW, #1200, 
Wash., DC 20036, 202/775-
8810. 

• . �Rlice & Unemployment: 
labor Maiket Experiences of 
l!lack & Wbtte Mm, 1%8-
1-," by Franklin Wilson. 
Marta Tienda & Lawrence 
Wu (26 pp., Aug. 1995), ts 
available ($2) from the Inst. 
for Research on Poverty, 
1180 Observatory Dr., 3412 
Soc. Sci. Bldg., Univ Wisc., 
Madison, WI 5J706, 608i 
262-6358. 

ff Union Summer 'lJ6 ts "an 
AFL-CIO ptogram to bnng 
hundred.s of young students 
& workers on union 
organizing campaigns and 
iMovative political projects 
to fight for justice in 
America's workplace." 
Contact Union Summer, 
1101 14th St NW, #320, 
Wash., DC 20005, 800/952-
2550. 

� The 1st Natl Com. OD 

Organinog Asian Paa&: 
Amaican Workers, sponsored 
by the Asian Pacific A.mer. 
Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO, 
will be held Aug. 24 in San 
Diego. Inf from AP ALA, 
l lOI 14th St NW, #310, 

Wash., DC 2(005, 202/842-
1263, E-mail: apala@access. 
digex.net. 

Environment 

a "A can for a Just & 
Smtainable US: A US 
Citizens' Statement" has been 
issued, with many endorsers, 
by the US Network: for 
Habitat II, 1025 Vermont 
Ave NW, #300, Wash., DC 
20005, 202/879-4286, E-mail: 
habitatnetwk@igc.org. 

o D}'in8 from Diom· A 
Citiun� Gau to 
Reclaiming Our 1-lffllUr & 
RdJuildint Dmtocrocy, by 
Lots Gibbs and the Citizens 
Clearinghouse for Hll7Mdous 
Waste (396 pp., Nov 1995), 
is available ($23) from South 
End Press, 116 St. Botolph 
St., Boston. MA 02115, 
800/ 533-8478. 

• .. :People of CoJor 
Enviro..'llllental Groups: 1994-
95 Diredory,"compiled by 
Robert Bullard of the Clark 
Atlanta Univ. Environmental 
Justice Resource Ctr. (194 
pp.), is available (likely free) 
from the Charles Stewart 
Mott Fdn., 12W Mott Fdn. 
Bldg., Flint, MI 45802-1851, 
810/7�1766 

o SA Talks is the new 
newslette1 of Sustainable 
America. Contact them at 
350 5th Ave., #3112, NYC, 
NY 10118-3199, 212/239,-
4221, E-mail: sustamer@igc. 
apc.org. 

s "\' earning for Balanr.e: 
Views ot Americam on 
Comumption, Materialism & 
the Environment .. (26 pp., 
July 1995) reports the results 
of a series of focus groups. 
Available (SI) from the 
Men;k Family Fund, 6930 
Carroll Ave., #500, Takoma 
Park, MD 20912, 301/270-
2970, E-mail. merclc@igc. 
apc.org. 

Famllles/ChDdren/ 
Women 
• "A Matter of Shnp!e 
Justice: Women's Rigtm are 

Human Rights-A Report to 
American Women & Men on 
the Occasion of the UN 4th 
World Conf. on Women," 
ed"Lmda Tarr-Whelan (48 
pp., 1996), is available 
(SI 1.95) from the Ctr. for 
Policy Al.temativ�. 1875 
Conn. Ave. NW, #710, 
Wash., DC 20009-5728, 
202/387-6030. A related 15-
min. documentary video, 
Girls & Young Women: 
Cornerstones for the Future, 
is available for $17 95. 

� "Affinm;tive Action: 
Beyond the Glass Ceiling & 
the Sticky Floor" is vol. l, 
no. 4 (1996) of Issues 
Quarterly, published by the 
Natl Council for Research 
on Women, 530 Broadway, 
10th fir., NYC, NY l0012-
3920, 212/274--0730. $5. 

ia "lmplem.ent:aion. USSOflS 
from the Evalwdi.on of the 
Family Reunification 
Program," by Deborah 
Rogg, Anana Gilbert & Ezell 
Lundy (35 pp., March 1996), 
is available ($3.50) from the 
Vanderbilt Inst. Ctr. for 
Mental Health Poltcy. 1609 
Conn Ave. NW,#401, 
Wash., DC 20009, 202,'234-
1190. 

" "Long-Term Outcomes 
of Early Childhood 
Programs"iii the Winter 1995 
issue of The Future of 
Children, the free three-tunes
a-year publication of the Ctr 
for the Future of Children, 
DaVJd & Luwe Packard 
Fdn., 300 2nd St., #102, Los 
Altos, CA 94022, 415 / 948-
3696 .. 

" The Stute of America's 
Childrm Yearbook 1'96 (142 
pp.) is available (Sl6.95) from 
the Children's Defenst: Fund, 
PO Box 90500, Wash , OC 
20090-0500; also available: 
"Children m the States," 
state-by-state tact sheets on 
�hildren's status (102 pp., 
$6.95) 

� Under Attatk. Figluing 
Back: Women & Welftn in 
tire US, by Mimi Abramovitz 
(160 pp., 1996), is available 

($13) from Monthly Review 
Press, 122 W. 27 St, NYC, 
NY 100)1, 212/691-2555. 

® The 19% Leadrnhip 
Conf. on Women, the 
Economy & the FJedions. 
sponsored by the Inst. for 
Women's Policy Research, 
will be held July 25 in Wash., 
DC. Inf. from the Inst., 1400 
20th St NW, #104, Wash., 
DC 20036, 202/785-5100, 
http://www.iwpr.org. 

• The 7th Natl. Conf. of 
the Natl. Coal. Against 
Domestic Violence will be 
held Aug. 4-7 in Charleston, 
SC. Inf from the Coal., PO 
Box 18749, Denver, CO 
80218, 303/839•1455. 

Food/Nutrition/ 

Hunger 
., "No Place to Shop: 
CbaDenges & Opportunities 
Facing the Dev. of 
Supennaruts in Urban 
America"(85 pp., Feb 1996) 
"addresses mdustry 
considerations on doing 
business m the inner-city & 
consumer concerns on 
improving food access for 
low-mcome persons." $20 
from Public Voice for Food 
& Health Policy, 1101 14th 
St. NW. #7IO, Wash., DC 
20005, 202/371-1840 

d!I "One Chy Cafe: A 
Guidebook to help conceive, 
structure, finance & start·up 
alternative feeding & training 
programs" (155 pp., n.d. 
[1996?]) is available ($2S) 
from the Food & Hunger 
Hotline, 115 E. 23 St, 10th 
fir., NYC, NY 10010, 212i 
533-7600. 

. . . -
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Hoo.Ith 

• "Country of Origin & 
Acces.s to Health Car.!: 
P�es of fatino 
c�nmmen in Sont.'lwestem 
NJ,. is available (no price 
listed) from Health Visions, 
6981 N. Park Dr., East Bldg., 
#307, Pennsauken, NJ 08109, 
609 / 662-2050. 

• Lead Inform, the 
quarterly newsletter of the 
Natl. Lead Inf. Ctr., 
providing inf. to childcare & 
heahhcare providers about 
curre'1t lead poisoning 
prevention activities & 
reso�, is available, free, 
from the Ctr., 1019 19 St. 
NW .. #401, Wash., DC 
20036, 202/833-1071. 

Homelessness 
• "No Room for the Inn: A 
Repor1 on Local Opporition 
to Housing & SociaJ Services 
Facilities for :Homeless 
People in 3'i US Cities" (131 
pp., 1996'!) is available ($28) 
from the Natl. Law Ctr. on 
Homelessness & Poverty, 918 
F St. NW, #412, Wash., DC 
20004, 202/638-2535. 

• The New Poverty: 
Hom£li!ss Fwnili,es in 
America, by Ralph da Costa 
Nunez (254· pp., 199(i), is 
available ($16.95) from 
Insight Books, 233 Spring 
St., NYC, NY 10013, 
8C-Dt221-9369. 

ei "Where the Homeless 
Come From: A Study of the 
Prior A� Distribution of 
Families Adrnittm to Public 
Shelters in NYC & Pilila-," 
by Dennis Culhane, Chang
Moo Lee & Susan Wachter 
(38 pp., 1996), is a Working 

, .  

';. Remember to 
· ., send us items 

for our 
Resources 

Sedton ... 

Paper, available (likely free) 
from the Fannie Mae Office 
of Housing Research, 3900 
Wisc. Ave. NW, Wash., DC 
20016-2899,202/752-7761, E
mail: oh1_pubs@fnma.com. 

M "!kuldmt; Our Future: 
Organmng lo End 
HomeJessneu in a New Era" 
is the 4th annual membership 
conf. of the Natl. Alliance to 
End Homelessness, June 19·· 
21 in DC. Inf. from the 
Alliance, 1518 K St NW, 
#206, Wash., DC 20005, 202/ 
638-1526. 

Housing 
� "1�6 Advocates' 
Resource Book" ( 44 pp.) is 
available ($20) from the Natl. 
Low Income: Housing Coal., 
1012 14th St. NW, #1200, 
Wash., DC 20005, XJ2/662-
1530. 

11 "A Home in  the Country; 
Th2 Housi."tg Challe:nge.i 
Facing Ru.":tl America"is a 
Fannie Mae Office of 
Housing Research 
Roundtable Senes (co
sponsored by the Housmg 
Assistance Council and the 
Calif. Coal for Rural 
Housing Project-the latter a 
PRRA.C grantee). Copies of 
the 14 papers presented at the 
Roundtable likely are 
available (free) from FNMA 
OHR, 3900 Wisc. Ave. NW, 
Wa..�h .. DC 20016, 202/274-
8000 

Mi "Fitting the Pie«s 
Together: An Examination 
of Data Sources Related to 
Fannwo:rlret Housing" (7 pp., 
1996) is available ($6) from 
the Housing Assistance 
Council, 1025 Vermont Ave. 
'NW,#<i06, Wash., DC 
20005, 202/ 842-8(,()(). 

�- "HMDA Works" is a 
new software for analyzing 
Home Mortgage Disclosure 
Act data. Inf. from the Ctr. 
for Comm. Change, 1000 
Wisconsin Ave. NW, Wash., 
DC 20007, fax: 202/333-
5462. 
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is the periodic m:wsletter 
about this HUD public 
housing initiative. Available 
(possibly free) from the 
Kou.sing Research Fdn., 601 
Penn Ave NW, #875, 
Wash., DC 20004-2612, W2/ 
393-0448, E-mail: housresfdn 
@aol.com. 

• "Housing Americ2 \ 
2<'uture: Chilrlren At Risk," 
by Tracy Kaufman (37 pp., 
1996), is available ($25) from 
the National Low Income 
Housing Coahtion, 1012 14th 
St. NW, #1200; Wash., DC 
20005, 202/662-1530. 

it "Save the Ilrooke 
Amendment: 1,eep the Cap 
on Public Housing Rents" is 

a fact sheet and action !:.it 
available (likely free) from 
Deepak Bhargava. Ctr. tor 
Comm. Change, 1000 Wisc. 
Ave. NW, Wash., DC 20007, 
202i342-0519. 

• Tax Credits for Low 
Jncon11 Hotising: New 
Opporllmilies /of' 
V<?Velape.-s, Nor.-Projiu & 
Comn111niJies lindet 
Pm.-rancd Tax Act 

Provmom, b)' Joseph 
Guggenheim (9th ed., 398 
pp .. Feb. 1996), is available 
($71, $185 in loose-leaf 
binder with J periodic 
supplements) from Simon 
Pubs., PO Box 229, Glen 
Echo, MD 20812. 301/3� 
5771 

0 1'1ll! Hitlde.1 HisJo.ry of 
Howilfg Cooperativa, eds 
Allan Heskin & Jacqueline 
Leaviit.(314 pp., Dec. 1995), 
is available ($38) from the 
Ctr. for Cooperatives, UC, 
Davis, CA 95616, 916/752-
2408. The Ctr. has a 
publications lil,t dealing with 
many forms of ooops. 

13 "The Wwrington State 
Low Income Hoimng Tax 
Credit Prot,am: Does the 
Program Truly Se.ve the 
Needs. of Low Income ?tople 
& People of Color'!" (26 pp. 
+ apps., Feb. 1996), a 
PRRAC-funded study, is 
available ($10, summary free) 
from the Seattle 

Displacement Coal., 4759 
15th NE, Seattle, WA 98I05, 
206/ 523-2569. 

ti "There Goes ti.'te · 
Neighbomood? The Impact 
of Suhddlzed Multi-Family 
Homing oo Urban Neighbor
hoods," by Edward Goetz, 
Hin Kin Lam & Anne 
Hcitlinger (94 pp., 1996), lS 

available (no price listed) 
from the Ctr. for Urban & 
Reg. Affairs, 330 HHH Ctr., 
JOI-19th Ave. S., Mpls, MN 
55455, 612/625-1551. 

" "Who's on First: Comm. 
Reinvestment & Fair 
Lending Perforrnfflce in the 

. Baldmore & Wash_ MSA 's, 
1990-l�;ll" (43 pp., Sept. 
1995) & "Maintaining the 
Divided City II Lending 
Patterns in the Baltimore & 
Wash., DC Met. Areas 
From 1985-1991"(133 pp., 
Feb. 1996), both by Anne 
Shlay, are available ($IS for 
the set) from Prot Shlay, 
Ctr. for Public Pohc�, 
Temple Univ., Phila., PA 
19122, 215/ 204-5176, E-mail: 
Anne@VM.femple.Ectu. 

·\\' ".America's Commitment 
to Affordable Housing: 
Today & Tomorrow" is the 
1996 Spring Convention of 
the Natl. Housmg Conf , 
June 13-14 in Wash., DC 
Inf. from the Conf., 815 15th 
St. NW, #711, Wash., DC 
20005. 202/393-5772. 

(<) Housing/Comm. Econ. 
Dev. Policy Rriefings: The 
Natl. Low Inc Housing 
Coal & Nat!. Congress for 
Comm.Econ Dev.are 

sponsoring a senes of one
day briefings on the 
implications of completed 
budget & policy legislation: 
Oeveland (6/ 18), Phila. 
(6.,20), Atlanta (6/24), Dallas 
(6/26), Boston (6/28), LA 
(7 /9), Seattle (7 / II) Inf. 
from Frances Williams at the 
Coalition, l012 14 St. NW, 
#1200, Wash., DC 20005, 
202/662-1530, x234. 



immigration 

• "Asiu Immigrant 
Investors & the l!Jnni..vation 
Act of 1'90," by Winnie 
Louie & (PRRAC Social 
Science Advisory Board 
member) Paul Ong (83 pp., 
1995), is available ($12, 12.
pagc Summary Repon likely 
free) from the Calif. Policy 
Seminar, 2020 Milvia St., 
#412, Berkeley, CA 94704, 
510/642-5514. 

• "California's Immigrant 
ChDdren: Theo�--y, Research 
& Implications for 
Educational Pol!cy," eds. 
Ruben Rumbaut & Wayne 
Cornelius, is availaole (no 
price listed) from the Ctr. for 
US-Mexican Studies, UC
San Diego, 9500 Gilman Dr., 
Dept. 0510, La Jolla, CA 
92093-0510. 

• "Civil Wrongr,," by 
Roberto Gonzalez ("m the 
continuing saga of Border 
Patrol abuses, violent 
confrontation is on the rise"), 
appeared in the Jan./Feb. 
1996 issue of Hispanic 
Copies of the 5-page article 
are available from us with a 
SASE. 

@ "H�· Our Voices: A 
Resource Director, of 
IJru.nilraqt & Refugee 
Women's flroject:i," �ompiled 
by Claire Jung Jin Yoo ( 192 
pp., Nov. 1995), JS available 
($10) from the Amer. rnends 
'Service Comm., 1501 Cherry 
St, Phila., PA 19102, 
215/241•7059, E-mail: 
LLove@afsc.org. 

• "lSSIIC!I m US 
l!hllligraf.lon: Resour«s & 
Suuatioas for Hip School 
Teitchen & College 
lmtructors," by GA St. Univ. 
s0C1ologist Charles Jaret (36 
pp., 1995), is available (oo 
price listed), from the 
reaching Resources Ctr. of 
the Amer. Socioi Assn., 1722 
N St. NW, Wash., DC 
20036, 202/833-3410. 

• "Together in Our 
Differences" focusses on 
successful innovative efforts 

to bring recent immigrants & 
refugees together with 
established residents to 
address common concerns & 
improve the communities in 
which they reside. $12.95 
from the Natl. Immigration 
Forum. 220 Eye St. NE, 
#220, Wash., DC 20002, 
1.02 / 544-0C-04 

Job Opportunities/ 
Fellowships/Grants 
"' The Northern Callf. 
Coal. for Immigrant Ri&his is 
seeking an Executive 
Direetot. $46-53,000. Cover 
!tr./ resume/ writing sample/ 
3 refs. immediately to the 
Coal., 995 Market SL, I Ith 
flr., SF, CA 94103, 415/243-
9286 x368. 

o The? Univ. o! Miclugrut's 
Prouam on Poverty, the 
Underclass & Public Policy 
once again announces its 
postdoctoral fellow program. 
Applicants must have their 
PhD by Aug. I, 1997; appli
cation deadline· Jan: I 3, 
I 997. Contact the Program, 
540 f. Liberty, #202. Uruv 
Mich., Ann A,�Mi48l04. 

o Th-'! Substance Abuse 
Policy Research .Progn,D". of 
the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation bas JSsued a Call 
for Proposals. Grants up to 
$350,000 are available. 
Letters of intent (for grants in 
the- $100,000-350,000 range) 
a.re due July 15; for grants 
under $100,000 there is no 
deadline. lnf from Andrea 
Ebbers, Dept. Public Health 
Sciences, Bowman Gray School 
of Medicine, Medical Ctr 
Blvd., Winston-Saiem, NC 
27157-1063, 9I0,'716-9714 

o The North Ca.TOlina Fair 
Housing Ctr. is seeking a 
Fflit Homing Coordinator. 
Low $20s. Resuine/3 refs. to 
the Ctr., PO Box 28958, 
Raleigh, NC 27611, 919/856-
2163. 

til The Ctr. oo Budget & 
Policy Priorities is sed.lng a 
Director of Adm. & Finance. 
Ltr./resume to the Ctr., 777 

N. Capitol St. NE, #705, 
Wash., DC 20002. 

I) • The Preamble 
Collaborative, a new policy 
organizatio11 challenging pro-
market economics & 
corporate power, is seeking 
Interru; fo1 the summer & 
fall. Resume/ltr. to Pre
amble, 172721 St. NW, Wash., 
DC 20009, 202/265-3263. 

� Asian Americans Unitec 
is seeking a Chinatown 
Prog."mn Director. Bilingual 
ability in Cantonese or 
Mandarin required. $20-
30,000. Resume/ltr. by 7/ 15 
to Ellen Somekawa, Asian 
Americans United, 801 Arch 
St., Phila., PA 19107, 215/ 
925-1538 

I? The Natl. Women's Law 
Ctr. (co-directed by PRRAC 
Board member Nancy Duff 
Campbell) is seeking a 
CommwucatiOD!; Director & 
a VP for Development. For 
fonn�r- ltr./rcsume/salruy 
rustory/3 writing samples/ I 
op-ed / name of 3 supervisory 
refs; for latter, resume/ 
writing sample,' 3 sup. refs., 
all to NWLC, 1 1 Dupont 
Circle NW, #800, Wash., DC 
20036, 202/588-5180. 

Ii The Ttnants' &. Worliers 
Support Comm. 1s hinng an 
Educ. Dir. Mid-$.20's. 
SpanJSh oral skills required. 
Resume/Ur. to TW8C, PO 
Box 2327, Alexandria, VA 
22301, 703/634-5697 

Miscellaneous 
• "1996 Corpora1e Welfare 
Handbook:A 
Comprehensive Handbook 
oo Corporate Welwe in 
Minnesota" (36 pp., March 
1996) is available ($8) from 
tht -Minn Alliance for 
Progressive Action, 1821 
Univ. Ave., #307-S, St. Paul, 
MN 55104, 612/641-4050. 

. Related publication- "The 
CorpC1rate Welfare 
Guidebook," available (no 
pnoe &ted) from Tax Watch, 
910 17th St. NW, #413, 
Wash., DC 20036, 
202/776-0S95. 

<t "The l996-9'7 Fr.ir 
Fmanclal Pbm: A .Balanttd 
[NY} State Eudget to Sustain 
Social Progl ess" ( 18 pp. + 
apps., March 1996) is 
available ($5) from the State 
Communities Aid Assn., One 
Columbia Pl., Albany, NY 
12207, 518/463-1896. A 
similar publication, 
"Counterbudget, 1996-1997," 
is available ($10) from the 
St.atewidt: Emergency 
Network for Soc & Econ 
Security (SENSES), 275 
State St., Albany, NY 12210-
2101, 518/463-5576. 

'' "The National Voter 
Registration Act, January 
through September- 1995" IS 
available (no pnce li�ted) 
from HumanSER VE, 622 
W l 13 St., #410, NYC, NY 
10025, 212/854-4053. 

� "The State of America's 
Cities: The 12th Annual 
Opinion Survey of Municipal 
Elected Officicls"(41 pp., 
Jan., 1996) is avctilable 
(possibly free) from Herbert 
Green, Jr., Natl. League of 
Cities, 1301 Penn Ave. NW, 
Wash., DC 20004, 202/626-
3030, E-mail: gret:n@nlc.org 

� Transnatiomd 

Commur.i.ies & tit,> Politia11 
Economy of NYC in� 
1990's is a forthcoming 
volume, edited by Hector 
Cordero-Guzman, Ramon 
Grosfoguel & Robert Smith. 
They've JSsued a call for 
paperli or abstracts, 
submitted (by May 31-but 
deadline may not be firm) to 
Dr Cordero-Guzman, C'tr. 
for Puerto Rican Studies, 
Hunter College, 695 Park 
Ave., E-1412. NYC, NY 
10021, 212/772-5689, E-matl: 
hcordero@shiva hunter cuny. 
edu. 

• "What is an Appropriate . 
Role for the National 
Gonmm.ent io Soda) 
Welfare" is a 8-page draft 
Summary of a Jan. 1996 
meeting of the Odyssey 
Forum. PartlClpants included 
Jared Bernstein, Y.P. Chen, 
Jam� Dumpson, Thomas 
Glynn, Bob Griss, John 
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Hansen, Chester Hartman, 
Robert Kane, S.M� Miller, 
Robert Morris, Martha 
Ozawa, Alvin Schorr & 
William Whittaker. The 
Summary is available (50() 
from the Forwn, PO Box 
1223, McLean, VA 22101-
1223, 703/734-3266, and a 
complete set of the 10 papers 
prepared for the Forum is 
available for $ IO. 

� Computei-s for Social 
Change is holding its 10th 
Anniversary Conf. Jame 21-
22 at Hostos Comm. College 
in the Bronx. Inf. from 
Megan Nolan, ECCO, 
Hunter School of Social 

Work, 129 E. 79 St., NYC, 
NY 10021, 212/452-7132. 

;, .. Raising Voices, 
Demandinc RlcJds: Toward 
a Human Rigbtll Agenda" is 
the natl conf. of the Bertha 
Capen Reynolds Society, a 
natl. org. of pro�ive 
workers in social welfare, 
Jime 23-30 at the Univ. of 
Penn. School of Social 
Work. Inf. from Sandie 
Bauman, UP School of 
Social Work, 3701 Locust 
Walle, Phi.la .• PA 19104, 
215/898-5501 

@ The Crossroads Conf. on 
Faith & Public Policy will be 

held July 25-28 at E�em 
College, St Davids, PA. 
Sessions include �A New 
Pqlitical Agenda for the 
Black Church" (Rev. Eugene 
Rivers) and "faith & public 
policy" presentations/ policy 
debar.es on such issues as 
capita] punishment, welfare, 
children of immigrants, 
community policing, health 
ca.re. income inequality and 
affirmative action. Inf. from 
Crossroads, c/o ESA, JOE. 
Lancaster Ave., Wynnewood, 
PA 19096, 610/645-9399, E
mail: CROSS@ESA.MHS. 
COMPUSERVE.COM. 

Have You 
Moved? 

If so, p.leasll· let us 
toowsowt-can 
upd$t¢ our rria!Jing list. 
This will bclp PR.RAC 
"Save money on� 
CQSbi {,'wnu-newsl.etm 
does, not get fum.a� 
to }l)u.r tie\\' addms; 

· we pay tw it to be 
u:tumed to us). 
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