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~ onnect_icutfacéé atriple
housing threat: sky-

rates, a severe lack of afford-
able housing and extreme ra-
cial and economic segregation.

ERIN BOGGS

Could there be a silver lining to
- the foreclosure crisis that will
p ;address all threa problems? -

On May 7, the General'As-.: -

sembly passed a bill that en-
" courages the state to purchase
foreclosed properties for 1e-
development as affordable and

supportive housing. On July .
* 30, President Bush signedlegis: -

lation, championed by -Sen.
Christopher Dodd, which allo-
cates $3.92 billion nationally to,
in large part, help municipal-
ities buy foreclosed properties.
Cities and private groups in
Boston, Minneapoelis and San
Diego reportedly are starting

to purchase and redevelop fore- ; .
* brand of racial and economie -

closed properties. The creation
of desperately needed afford-
able -and supportive housing
could be the silver lining to the
foreclosurecrisis.

" Unfortunately a variety of

- forees could lead the state and
. others'to purchase foreclosed

4 rocketing ~foreclosure

properties in’ struggling " ra:'.

‘cially ‘'segregated urban areas

and convert theim into housing
for the poorest of the poor. This

"is not fair to the children
‘currently living in these neigh-
-borheods or the children who

will potentially be added to the

- school rolls., Why not acquire

foretlosed properties in more
economically and raciatly inte-
grated neighborhoods with

-high-performing schoojs"
‘We've seen this patteri be-'
! fore with' the overwhehmngty Soepiit
urban placement of public -
housing -and developments
funded through programssuch
as -the federal LowJIncome -
“Housing Tax Credit- Program, -
- Undeflying these decisionsare”
" assumptions about expediency, -

economy, race and class that
exacerbate a history of pubhc
dndprivateactions. . :". 1.

*“opportunitics aie high.

-denial of all kinds of opportum—
-.tles forresidents. :

- Connecticut should malke a
deliberate decision fo develop
desegregated affordable hous-
ing. The state and its private
partners should purchase fore-
closed properties and create

" affordable and supportive
- housing in areas where the

- public schools are thriving,

-crime is Jow and emphyment

In Baltunore housmg ag-

- This has created housmg for' o " .‘ |

~poor people in areas of exces-
-give poverty and has led io

Connecticut’s” own special

apartheid. Studies by the U

ban Instifute and others show - . -

that isolated distressed inner-

city neighborhoods with high . .

levels -of crime, struggling’
‘schools, adverse health out -

comes and lack of jobs mean a4

vocates’ studied a range of fac- :

tors, such as school perform-
ance, availability of good jobs,

- access {o transportation and
- Yow lavels of crime, that, when

combined, dllowed neighbor-
hoods tobeclassified as “high,”

-“moderate” or “low opportuni-

ty” areas. They then overdaid
the map of “opportunity areas”
with a map of forecloset! prop-

erties. Surprisingly, -they dis-.
,-covered that there are signifi-
. ~cant numhers of foreclosed‘

propemes in each of these-

areas. The Fair Housing Cen-

. ter has commissioned such a

study for our state and we

predict that similar patterns

Wwill be found in Connecticut.
This study will- allow- the

- state to assess the feasibility of*

buying properties in high- and
moderate-opportunity areas.to
convert into affordable and

7_'supportwe housmg It would
~also help-the state- gauge the

appropnate income le for

properties it purchases inlov
cpporfunity areas. Thoughtfi
desegregating developmer
will help the state comply wit

“its obligations under the fe

eral Fair Housing Act an

‘boost town compliance wit
-the state Affordable Appaa}
-Act. Foreclosed properties i

high- and moderate- -opportun

‘ty areas will likely cost mor

But, with a depressed housin

'hark‘e’t; now is the time t

invest in these properties. -
- VAl there be neighborhoo

. ‘opposition? Perhaps, but inaj
. be less so if the proposals ar
- niot for massive developmentt

I done right, the real sive
“lining to the foreclosure crisi
.mightnotbejustthe creationc
~affordable ‘housing, but th
first stap toward undoing dec
. ades of governmental and pri

" “"Yately sponsored diseriming

~ tion. Without this kind of stra

. - 'tegicinvestment, ourcities wil
‘never thrive, our suburbs wil
--never be integrated and ou

schools will continue to

.. disgracefully segregated.

- Erin Boggs isa lawyer and

R director of specigl projects for

. the Connecticut Fair Housmg

' ‘ ‘-Cente; in Hartford.




