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òUnless our children begin to learn together,                                                                              

there is little hope that our people will ever learn to live together.ó 

Milliken v. Bradley (1974) (Marshall, J. dissenting) 
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T he importance of promoting integration and avoiding racial isolation was reaffirmed in the 

United States Supreme Courtõs 2007 decision, Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District 

No. 1 (PICS). Yet this compelling interest is absent from many current policies related to public 

education. Furthermore, in numerous communities around the nation, segregated residential housing 

patterns prohibit creation of diverse neighborhoods and undermine efforts to maintain diversity in 

public schools. 

 

Racial and economic integration is important not just for moral reasons, but because of the 

documented benefits that result from diverse, low poverty schools. The federal government has the 

opportunity to develop innovative policies that combat the harmful conditions of racial and economic 

isolation in our public schools and neighborhoods. This conference brings a diverse group of civil 

rights researchers, parents, advocates and educators together with Obama administration officials to 

explore and analyze the racial and economic integration incentives in current and proposed 

Department of Education and Department of Housing and Urban Development policies, regulations 

and spending programs. Using the expertise of this engaged constituency and other pro-integration 

partners, these conversations will illuminate alternative incentives and requirements for racially and 

economically integrated school and housing policies. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The experiences and insights of the nationõs youth are integral to the campaign to promote diverse 

schools and communities. Our afternoon session incorporates these voices with a special performance 

by City at Peace. Started in 1994 in Washington, D.C., City at Peace is a national nonprofit youth 

development organization that uses performing arts to teach and promote cross-cultural 

understanding and non-violent conflict resolution. With an emphasis on youth-led programs and 

artistic excellence, the organization challenges participants to create positive community change in 

pursuit of a city at peace. City at Peace-National has an administrative office in New York City and 

programs in Charlotte, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, New York City, Baton Rouge, Washington, D.C., 

Israel and the newest site in Capetown, South Africa. 
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHT  

            SPECIAL YOUTH PERFORMANCE BY  
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T HE conference hosts are members of a coalition of national civil rights 

organizations, university-based research centers and scholars engaged in 

advocacy to promote racial and economic integration in housing and  K-12 

public schools. This national school integration coalition was founded in June 

2009 to: 

(1) Influence federal policy to support school and housing 

integration;  

(2) Connect and mobilize pro-integration advocates and practitioners 

around the nation; and 

(3) Demonstrate to federal policymakers that an active constituency is 

working to create and maintain integrated schools and 

neighborhoods and want federal policy to reflect these goals. 

 

The coalition member organizations work individually and collaboratively to further this agenda 

through conferences, scholarship, publications and advocacy. Recent coalition efforts include 

meetings with Department of Education officials to discuss current guidelines regarding school 

integration and to offer comments to the Department of Education urging revision of the  

Departmentõs proposed standards for the òRace to the Topó funds to reflect racial diversity goals. For 

more information about the mission and work of each of the host organizations, see the back cover of 

the conference brochure. 
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Become an  
active advocate to 
promote racially 

and economically  
diverse 

public schools.  
Connect with  
conference  

participants and 
further todayõs  

discussion in the  
òEnding Racial  

Isolation in 
Schoolsó  

Facebook Group. 
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 9:30 a.m.- 

10:00 a.m. 

REGISTRATION  

10:00 a.m.- 

10:30 a.m. 

WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  

Brian Gilmore, Director, Fair Housing Clinic, Howard University School of Law 

 

OPENING REMARKS  

Kurt Schmoke, Dean, Howard University School of Law 

 

WHY ARE WE HERE? 

John Brittain, Visiting Professor of Law, David A. Clarke School of Law, University of the District of Columbia 

Theodore M. Shaw, Professor of Professional Practice, Columbia Law School 

Lisa Chavez, Research Analyst, Chief Justice Earl Warren Institute on Race, Ethnicity and Diversity, Berkeley Law 
School 

10:30 a.m.- 

11:45 a.m. 

PANEL ONE: The Role of the Federal Government in Reducing Racial and 
Socioeconomic Isolation and Promoting Diversity in K-12 Schooling 

This panel highlights current legal guidelines governing school integration and what the U.S. 
Department of Education is doing and could be doing in support of school diversity. 

Russlynn Ali, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education 

Anurima Bhargava, Director of the Education Practice, NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc. 

Roslyn Mickelson, Professor of Sociology, University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

Pat Todd, Executive Director for Student Assignment, Jefferson County Public Schools  

Julie Fernandes, Deputy Assistant Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division 

Jocelyn Samuels, Senior Counselor, U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division 

Moderator: Derek Black, Associate Professor of Law and Director of the Education Rights Center, Howard 
University School of  Law 

PANEL TWO: Federal Education Funding and Opportunities to Promote K-12 School 
Integration 

This panel explores how federal education funding and policy can support diversity goals. 

Carmel Martin, Assistant Secretary for Planning, Evaluation, and Policy Development, U.S. Department of 
Education 

Susan Eaton, Research Director, The Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race & Justice  

David Hinojosa, Education Staff Attorney, Mexican American Legal Defense Fund  

Sean Reardon, Associate Professor of Education and (by courtesy) Sociology, Stanford University 

Bill Magnotta, President-Elect, Magnet Schools of America  

Roberto Rodriguez, Special Assistant to the President for Education Policy, White House Domestic Policy Council 

Moderator: Lia Epperson, Senior Fellow, Center for American Progress 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 

11:45 a.m. 

12:00 p.m.- 

  1:15 p.m. 

BREAK 

AGENDA  
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1:15 p.m.- 

2:15 p.m.  

2:30 p.m.- 

3:45 p.m. 

3:45 p.m. 

PANEL FOUR: Linking Housing Opportunity to Integrated Schools 
 
This panel explores how to best link federal housing and education policy to promote racial and eco-
nomic integration. 
 
Michelle Aronowitz, Deputy General Counsel for Fair Housing and Enforcement, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 

Myron Orfield, Executive Director, Institute on Race and Poverty at the University of Minnesota Law School 

Dolores Acevedo-Garcia, Associate Professor, The Bouvé College of Health Sciences and Associate Director,    
Institute on Urban Health Research, Northeastern University 

Demetria McCain, Director of Advocacy and Education, Inclusive Communities Project 

Derek Douglas, Special Assistant to President for Urban Affairs, Domestic Policy Council  

Moderator: Phil Tegeler, Executive Director, Poverty & Race Research Action Council 

 

 LUNCH  

 

PANEL THREE: Promoting Integration Through Interdistrict Programs  

This panel highlights emerging regional and interdistrict approaches to addressing racial isolation and 
promoting K-12  diversity.  
 

Amy Stuart Wells, Professor of Sociology and Education and Director of the Center for Understanding Race and   
Education, Teachers College, Columbia University 

Don Senti, Superintendent, School District of Clayton, Missouri 

Caty Royce, Director, Fund for an OPEN Society 

Bill Taylor, Chair, Citizensõ Commission on Civil Rights 

Denise Forte, Committee Staff, House Education and Labor Committee 

David J. Johns, Senior Education Advisor, Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee 

Moderator: Dennis Parker, Director, ACLU Racial Justice Program 

4:00 p.m.- 

5:00 p.m. 

BREAK 

5:00 p.m.- 

5:30 p.m. 

CLOSING REMARKS/NEXT STEPS  

John Charles Boger, Dean, UNC School of Law 

Gary Orfield, Co-Director, Civil Rights Project/Proyecto Derechos Civiles at UCLA 

john a. powell, Executive Director, Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity at The Ohio State          
University  

5:30 p.m.- 

7:00 p.m. 
RECEPTION  

AGENDA  

 

 

 

 

2:15 p.m.- 

2:30 p.m. 
Youth Performance by City at Peace, with introduction by Charles Hamilton Houston Jr.  
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PARTICIPANTS  

Dolores Acevedo-Garcia is an Associate Professor at The Bouvé College of Health 
Sciences and Associate Director of The Institute on Urban Health Research at Northeastern 
University. Her research focuses on the effect of residential segregation and immigrant 
adaptation on health disparities along racial and ethnic lines; the role of housing policies and 
immigrant policies in reducing those disparities; and the health and well-being of children 
with special needs and their families. Dr. Acevedo-Garcia is a member of the Social Science 
Advisory Board of the Poverty and Race Research Action Council, Co-Chair on the Board 
of Directors of the Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston, and is a member of the Board 
of Directors of Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts. Dr. Acevedo-Garcia earned 
her MPA-URP and Ph. D. from Princeton University. 

Russlynn Ali is the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of 
Education. Prior to her appointment by President Obama in March 2009, Ali was vice 
president of the Education Trust in Washington, D.C., and the founding executive director 
of the Education Trust-West in Oakland. Ali served as the liaison for the president of the 
Children's Defense Fund and as assistant director of policy and research at the Broad 
Foundation. She has taught at the University of Southern California Law Center and the 
University of California at Davis. Ali was a contract attorney at Bird, Marella, Boxer and 
Wolpert, deputy co-director and of counsel at the Advancement Project and English, 
Munger & Rice, and an attorney at Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton. Ali earned her 
J.D. from Northwestern University School of Law and B.A. from American University. 

Anurima Bhargava is Director of the Education Practice at the NAACP Legal Defense & 
Educational Fund where she engages actively in litigation and advocacy to expand 
educational access and opportunity for students of color. She also advises institutions of 
higher education on providing equal access and opportunities to all students through their 
admissions, financial aid and scholarship, and outreach programs. Bhargava is a recognized 
expert on education and civil rights and a frequent speaker and commentator in the national 
media. Prior to joining LDF, Bhargava worked as a staff attorney at the New York City 
Department of Education and as an investment banker to several education companies. She 
also clerked in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. Bhargava 
earned her J.D. from Columbia Law School and B.A. from Harvard College. 

Michelle Aronowitz is the Deputy General Counsel for Fair Housing and Enforcement at 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Prior to joining HUD, 
Aronowitz was Deputy Solicitor General in the Office of the New York State Attorney 
General. Aronowitz has also served as a trial attorney at the U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division and as White House associate counsel. Aronowitz earned her J.D. 
from Stanford University and B.A. from Yale University.  

 

Derek Black is an Associate Professor of Law and Director of the Education Rights Center 
at Howard University School of Law. Prior to teaching, Black was an attorney for the 
Lawyersõ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, where he practiced racial diversity, 
educational adequacy, higher education and desegregation law. He continues to participate 
with the Lawyersõ Committee as pro bono counsel. Professor Black is author of various law 
review articles focusing on racial and gender equity in education, the right to education 
under state law, and the intentional discrimination standard in equal protection. He co-
authored the Howard Civil Rights Clinicõs amicus brief before the Supreme Court in Parents 
Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District. Black earned his J.D. from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and B.A. from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 
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John Brittain is the former Chief Counsel and Deputy Director of the Lawyersõ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law. Prior to joining the Lawyersõ Committee, Brittain spent nearly 
30 years as a legal educator, serving as the first African American tenured professor of law at 
the University of Connecticut School of Law, and as both a tenured professor and dean of 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas Southern University. Brittain is a specialist in 
school desegregation and a lead attorney in the landmark Sheff v. OõNeill school desegregation 
case filed in 1989.  He has served as national President of the Lawyersõ Guild and has 
undertaken several international human rights investigations Brittain is currently a visiting 
professor at David A. Clarke School of Law at the University of the District of Columbia. 
Brittain earned his J.D. and B.A. from Howard University. 

PARTICIPANTS  

John Charles Boger is the Dean and Wade Edwards Distinguished Professor of Law at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Law. He formerly was Deputy 
Director of the UNC Center for Civil Rights, working with Director Julius L. Chambers to 
encourage innovative civil rights research, train a new generation of civil rights attorneys and 
address pressing civil rights issues in North Carolina and throughout the southeast.  Dean 
Boger, a former assistant counsel with the NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc. 
has represented parties and amici in various school resource/finance cases in Connecticut 
and North Carolina. Boger also is chair of the Poverty and Race Research Action Council. 
Boger earned his J.D. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Law, 
M.Div. from Yale University and B.A. from Duke University.  

 

 

 

Lisa Chavez is a Research Analyst at the Chief Justice Earl Warren Institute on Race, Eth-
nicity and Diversity at Berkeley Law School., where she conducts research on school       
desegregation and minority access to higher education. Chavez also is a lecturer in UC 
Berkeleyõs Chicano Studies program where she teaches an upper division course on Latinos 
and the education system. She received her Ph.D. at the University of California. Since com-
pleting her doctoral program, Chavez has worked in a variety of research settings, including 
WestEd and UC Berkeleyõs Office of Student Research. Immediately prior to joining the 
Warren Institute, Chavez worked at the Center for Latino Policy Research at UC Berkeley 
where she led a team of graduate students on a study of college preparation issues among 
Latinos in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Susan Eaton is the Research Director at the Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race 
and Justice at Harvard Law School. Her scholarly and research interests include the causes 
and cures for unequal opportunities for racial, ethnic and linguistic minorities in the United 
States, with a focus on the challenges of schooling and childrearing in high-poverty, urban 
neighborhoods. Eaton has lectured, studied and written about related subjects for two 
decades as a journalist, scholar and activist across the United States, in South Africa and in 
Japan. Her most recent book is The Children In Room E4 (2007, Algonquin). Eaton holds a 
Ed.D. from Harvard University, where she was Assistant Director at the Project on School 
Desegregation.  

Derek Douglas is the Special Assistant to the President for Urban Affairs. Prior to his 
appointment in February 2009, Douglas was Washington Counsel to New York Governor 
David A. Paterson and Director of Governor Paterson's Washington, D.C. Office. Douglas 
served as the Governor's chief architect for federal policy and oversaw the  development 
and advocacy on economic and urban policy issues for the State of New York. Before his 
work with Gov. Paterson, Douglas was the Associate Director of Economic Policy at the 
Center for American Progress, where he founded and served as Director of the Economic 
Mobility Program. Douglas formerly served as Counsel at O'Melveny & Myers LLP and an 
Assistant Counsel at the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. He earned his 
J.D. from Yale Law School and his B.A. from the University of Michigan. 


