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Disaster as “Fresh Start”
and Economic Leveler
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Hurricane Katrina devastated his hometown of Gultport, Miss. How,
With his salvaged personal computer an-outpouring of generosity
from ofhers and plenty of worries, lawyer Reilly Morse mls%
his environmental and general litigation praclice. .~ . D
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Influence of Fair Housing
upon Disaster Equity

Louisiana - home grants, NIMBYism
Texas - action plan set aside- no current Al
Mississippl - home grants, no Al, NIMBYism



Mississippl Spent Less Later and More Slowly on lower income housing
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2010: $132 million unmet needs agreement
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2013: $40 million more added
6,000 total households assisted

Mississippi Development Authority

Long Term Workforce Housing Action Plan
Amendment 6 Substantial Modification 5
Program Funding Reallocation

Date: April 8, 2013

Overview

The purpose of this modification is to reallocate funds from the programs listed in
the below table into NHP. With this modification (“MDA ) 1s moving forty
million doffars ($40,000,000.00) inte>the NHP Program. MDA seeks to ensure
NHP 1s fully funded to meet program demands as continuously defined by program
and eligibility determinations. To that end, MDA has determined that it 1s

Background

Since it designed and implemented a battery of recovery programs shortly after the
devastation of Hurricane Katrina, the State of Mississippi’s overall recovery plan
has focused on three priorities: (1) recovering housing stock, (2) retaining and
recruiting jobs within the storm-impacted counties, and (3) rebuilding and
strengthening public infrastructure/facilities in designated disaster areas. This
modification addresses the need for additional funding for the completion of the
Meighborhood Home Program (“NHP™).

Purpose

The purpose of this modification is to reallocate funds from the programs listed in
the below table into NHP. With this modification (“MDA *} is moving forty
million dollars ($40,000,000.00) inte the NHP Program. MDA seeks to ensure
WHP is fully funded to meet program demands as continuously defined by program
and eligibility determinations. To that end, MDA has determined that it is



State and developers turn to fair and
affordable housing advocates
to address NIMBYism.



Mississippi Gulf Coast
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Reconstruction v. New Construction




REGULATIONS FOR PLACEMENT OF MEMA COTTAGES

1. These regulations are applicable only to the so-called “MEMA Cottages”, i.e.,
those cottages provided to certain qualified and eligible persons by and through

the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency to serve as temporary housing
following Hurricane Katrina.

May not be located where pre-storm homes share or shared similar
architectural standards or historical consistency except where all

(i.e., 100% of) property owners within a 160’ radius of the subject
property have consented, in writing, to the placement. The request

Tax Credit Housing:

A Discussion of Proposed
Affordable Housing Criteria
Provision to the City of Gulfport’s
Comprehensive Plan

May 3, 2007

Residential Unit Building




Sustainable Communities Planning

Potential to replace
more contentious approaches
to planning, zoning, resource allocation
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Gulf Regional
Planning Commission

Serving the Governmenes of the Mississippi Gulf Coast
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Regional Comparison of

Comprehensive Plans

Promote equitable, affordable housing.

Expand location- and energy-efficient housing choices for people of all ages,
incomes, races, and ethnicities to increase mobility and lower the combined
cost of housing and transportation.

Factual Basis Indicators
Demographic analysis of residents cokd b gy
Proximity of services to residential locations @ENEIEIED
Population Projection

Percent homeownership S ]
Allocation of affordable housing stock s )
Housing burden, purchase capacity based on @@usnssn
income

Plan Goals
Invest in expanding affordable housing b bk
choices

Provide energy-efficient housing options for @SS
all incomes

Provide affordable location-efficient housing Gk
near community services and amenities

Reduce the combined costs of housing and  @ESEED
transportation

Provide a variety of housing options that are @ SED
accessible to different ages or abilities

Assure access to quality housing B )

Zoning by Right

Duplex v. Multifamily

Map 3: Zones Allowing Duplexes by Right
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Map 4: Zones allowing Multifamily Housing by Right
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Come On in This House:
Advancing Social Equity

RESILIENCE and
OPPORTUNITY

Lessons fro m the U.S. Gu!f Coast in Post-Katrina Mississippi
after Katrina and Rita

Reilly Morse

I'm beggin’ you, come on in this bouse.’

Thc staggering spectacle of Hurricane Kartrina's destruction of
the Mississippi Gulf Coast—entire coastal communities obliter-
ated, tens of thousands of houses demolished, lives washed away—
was not even a day old when it was overraken by the levee tailures
and drowning of the nearby city of New Orleans. *If the levees had
held in New Orleans,” wrote the New York Times, “the destruc-
non wrought on the Mississppi Gulf Coast . . . would have been
the most astonishing storm story of a generanon.™ As major news
ourtlets increasingly erased Mississippi from the Katrina narrative,
a Biloxa newspaper’s front page edirorial, “Mississippi’s Invisible
Coast,” called them to account: “Please, tell our story. Hear the
voice of our people and tell it far and wide.™ Unfortunately, both
Mississippi’s unimaginable destruction and its recovery appeared
destined to become a footnote.

Unlike New Orleans, the Mississippi Gulf Coast region had no
widely known identity to capture the national imagination. Some
disaster response volunteers admitted that they had not realized
Mississipp1 even had a coasthine. Most were surpnsed to learn




Housing Opportunity, Community Development,
and Civil Rights: A Regional Convening

Thank You

Reilly Morse

Mississippi Center for Justice
963 Division Street
Biloxi, MS 39530
228-702-9987
rmorse@mscenterforjustice.org
www.mscenterforjustice.org
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