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The Communities of
Opportunity Approach

» \Where you live Is more important than what
you live in...

¢

IHousing, In particular Its location, Is the
primary mechanism fer accessing opportunity

N oUr soclety

Housing location determines the guality of
schools children attend, the quality of public
Services, access to employment and
transportation, and public safety
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The Communities of
Opportunity Approach

¢

» [he “opportunity based housing™ modeli was
preposed by Kinwvan Institute Executive

Director john

» [he model Is
research and
concentrated

sowell

pased an extensive body of
iterature related to
poverty, regional equity,

metropolitan dynamics, spatial racism,
housing moebility, segregation, etc.
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The Communities of
Opportunity Approach

» [he central principle of opportunity based
housing IS that residents of metropolitan
regions are situated within a complex,
Interconnected web ofi opportunity

¢

structures (or lack thereof) that
significantly: shapes thelr quality of life

Further, affordable housing must be located in
proximity toe opportunity

ldentifying communities of epportunity Is a
central component of the model
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Opportunity: Mapping B

» Opportunity mapping IS a research teol used
to understand the dynamics of “opportunity’
within metropolitan areas

» [The purpose of opportunity mapping Is to
lllustrate where opportunity rich
communities exist (and assess Who has
acecess to these communities)

Also, to understand what needs to be remedied
IN opportunity poor communities
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Wy Apply: this' Framework to
New Orleans? .

» Opportunity mapping can assist In connecting marginalized
or displaced residents of the region te epportunity rich
areas, and assist advocates In assuring new: heusing
opportunities are provided In epportunity rich areas

» Opportunity mapping also provides infermation to aid the
reconstruction/rehabilitation of areas most severely

Impacted by Hurricane Katrina

Identifying what opportunities were missing| in these
neighborhoods prior to Hurricane Katrina (e.g. employment
opportunities or high quality educational epportunities)

» \We hope this information can aid community leaders in
remedying these deficiencies to assure reconstruction
creates opportunity rich neighborhoods that are accessible
to all people
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Wy Apply: this' Framework to
New: Orleans?

» As redevelopment and rehabilitation plans
for areas Impacted from Katrina and
strategies to house these displaced by the
storm are developed, severall critical

guestions need to be addressea:

Wil strategies to provide immediate housing
and: shelter to these displaced by the storm,
provide these housing options In opportunity
rich areas, instead of re-concentrating the
displaced in isolated or marginalized
communities?
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Wy Apply: this' Framework to
New: Orleans?

Will redevelopment and rehabilitation recreate the
concentrated poverty, segregated epportunity peor
neighborheods that preceded Katrina? Or will
redevelopment remedy the factors impeding access to
opportunity In these neighborheods, to create livable

opportunity rich neighboerhoods that are accessible to
all?

Will redevelopment remedy the public health risks and
envirenmental risks that disproportionately impact low.
Income communities ofi color, in order to create
environmentally sound and healthy/safe neighborhoods?
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Methodology and
Early Results

» Opportunity mapping methodology.

Reguires a comprehensive assessment of local
Indicators related to opportunity
» Economic conditions, education, neighborhood health etc.

Would be extremely difficult with Geographic

Information Systems technology
Use z scores to standardize indicators for comparison

Average z scores across multiple indicators to create
opportunity index

» Break Census Tracts into quintiles (based on opportunity index
score) to distinguish between various opportunity categories
(very low, low, moderate, high, very high)
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Opportunity: Indicators and
Categories for New Orleans Analysis

¢

» Twenty-six indicators broken into five sub-categories

Education:

» Educational attainment, school poverty, student performance, teacher
gualifications...and others

Envirenmental Risk:
» Post storm toxicity and mold, proximity to open space, flood risk
Public Health::

» Proximity to hospitals, health professionals proximity, medically
underserved areas

Economic Opportunity and Mobility:

» Unemployment, public assistance, employment proximity, employment
trends, commute time...and others

Housing and Neighborhoods:

» Property values, vacancy, housing cost burden, poverty, population
trends, home ownership

» Comprehensive opportunity map represents all 26 indicators
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Educational Opportunity and the African American Population

Opportunity Distribution (by census tracts) based on Education Indicators
| Bouroe: Census 2000; Schoalatiers com: NCES: LDOE; NRDC; ESRI; CEF; HRSA; USGE: FEMA; Nsightorhood Changs Datsbase | Dabe: 01.17.08 |
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Neighborhood Health and the African American Population

Opportunity mapping, New Orleans City and Surrounding ;f

Cpportunity Distribution (by_census tracts) based on Housing and Meighborhood Indicators
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Environmental Health and the African American Population

Opportunity mapping, New Orleans City and Surrounding/irg;
Cioporiunity Distribution (v census racts) based on Environmental Health and Flood Risk Indicators /T
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Comprehensive Opportunity Map and the African American Population

Opportunity mapping, New Orleans City and Surrounding /':k: ”-.!;
Yala

Opportunity Distribution (y census fracts) based on Education, Environmental Health and Flood
Risk, Public Health, Economic Opportunity and Mobility, Housing and Neighborhood Indicators

|mmmmmm&emﬂqm;mﬁ HRBA; USGE; FEMA; Meighoomood Change Dalsbase | Dabec 09.17.08
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Comprehensive Opportunity Map and the Katrina Flooding

Opportunity mapping, New Orleans City and Surrounding/Areas; LA
Opportunity DisTibution (by census racs) based on Education, Environmental Haalth and Flood Risk, Public Health, 1 e
Economic Opportunity and Mohility, Housing and Meighborhood Indicators, with fiood affected areas ;
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Comprehensive Opportunity Map for Greater New Orleans Region
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Opportunity mapping | soc<r = Baitac
New Orleans Region, LA i)

This map displays the spread of opportunity based on
economic and neighborhood health in the region
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Comp. Opportunity Map and Low Income Housing Tax Credit Projects

W R
Opportunity mapping, New Orleans City and Surrounding "f ) “
Opportunity Distrbution (L census tracts) based on Education, Envionmental Health and Flood Risk, Public Health, Econong
Opportunity and Mobiity, Housing and Neighborhood Indicators, with flood afiected areas and LIHTC locations

Bourse: Census 2000; EchoolMatiers com; NCES; LDOE; NRDC; ESRL; CBP: HR3A; USGES; FEMA; Melghborhood Change Database | Dabe: 01.23.06 |
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General
Results/Findings

» General Results/Findings

IHigh epportunity areas can be found in the City of

New: Orleans, but much of the City consists of very

low epportunity neighborhoods

» Conversely, many of the region’s high epportunity suburbs
are found in the surrounding region

Flooding damage Impacted both high and low

opportunity areas, but low epportunity areas were

Impacted more

» Most of the region’s lowest opportunity (very low opportunity)
neighborhoods were directly impacted by flooding

African American neighborhooeds were more likely to

be low opportunity areas and these neighborhooeds

were also more likely to be impacted by Katrina

related flooding
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General
Results/Findings

Implications?
Redevelopment willlneed te remedy many

“opportunity Impediments” in the most heavily
Impacted neighborheods

Many higher opportunity areas are not as
Impacted and should be locations for providing
replacement housing opportunities
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Next steps

Research:

Update the data in the analysis to reflect poest-Katrina
conditions (to be more reflective of economic
opportunity, demographics, public services available in
Impacted areas

Expand to the entire Gulf Region?

Policy: Utilize the epportunity frameweork to...

Review specific policies and proposals

Where to site new housing, where redevelopment will oceur,
subsidized housing and other government assisted housing

Analyze the location of the displaced
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Questions or Comments?
For More Information Visit Us On-Line:

VWAV KT aRlinstitute. org

23 Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and) Ethnicity - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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Research Areas
Kirwan Institute to host a lecture with Professor Shendl, D.
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Projects

Small Grant
Tuesday, October 19, 2004 from noon until 1p.m mat Larants
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Org Database
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