
  

“Increasing Access to Low-Poverty Areas
by Creating Mixed-Income Housing”

Diane L. Houk
     Erica Blake

         Fred Freiberg

made possible with support from the Ford Foundation



  

The housing examples included in this report were 
selected because they:

4) Incorporate a mix of affordable and market-rate units 
within the same development or

2)  Have more than one income tier of affordable units in 
an area with little or no affordable housing and

3)  Are located in a low-poverty area*

*defined as census tracts with an individual poverty rate of less
 than 10% based on 2000 Census data



  

Why Focus on Low-Poverty Areas?

• Development of mixed-income housing in low-poverty 
communities expands housing choice and creates more 
open communities

• Most new affordable and mixed-income housing has not 
been developed in low-poverty areas

• Many low-poverty communities take steps to limit 
affordable rental housing development

• Yet, there are efforts in metro regions around the 
country to create mixed-income housing in such 
communities



  

Location of Populations Below the Poverty 
Level by Race and by Poverty Concentration 

of Census Tracts in the United States



  

Location of Populations Below the Poverty Level 
by Race and by Poverty Concentration of Census 

Tracts in Baltimore Metropolitan Area
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Location of Populations Below the Poverty 
Level by Race and by Poverty Concentration 
of Census Tracts in Dallas Metropolitan Area
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Impetus for Development of Mixed-Income 
Housing in Low-Poverty Areas

•  Local and/or state policy support

• Opportunity to acquire land 

• Community strategy

• Fair housing remedy



  

Type #1: Local and/or State Policy Support



  

La Costa Paloma Apartments (Carlsbad, CA)



  



  



  

Type #2: Opportunity to Acquire Land 



  

Waggoner Grove (Columbus, OH)



  



  



  



  

Type #3: Community Strategy



  

Greenbrier Heights (Woodinville, WA) 



  



  



  

Type #4: Fair Housing Remedy



  

Lindsey Terrace (Jacksonville, FL) 



  



  



  

Mixed-Income Housing as a Fair Housing Remedy

• 18 fair housing cases featured in litigation matrix

• Defendants include HUD, housing authorities, state and 
local governments

• Remedies in both court orders and settlement agreements

• Types of claims:

– Racially segregated public housing
– Public housing demolition, renovation, construction plans
– Local government opposition to affordable housing
– Discriminatory application of building codes



  

Mixed-Income Housing as a Fair Housing Remedy

• 7 cases completed with 11 pending as of 2007

• Remedies created:

– 2400+ scattered-site public housing units

– 800 scattered-site affordable rental and homeownership 
units

– 20 sites with 2000+ mixed-income rental and 
homeownership units



  

Characteristics Contributing to Success

• Conscious choice to create a mixed-income housing 
opportunity in a low poverty area

• Combinations of adaptable funding sources used 

• Zoning and site acquisition opportunities 

• Local and state government support 

• Site design 

• Affirmative marketing plans



  

To learn more about 
the CHOICE Initiative 

and download the report,
visit our website at: 

www.fairhousingjustice.org

http://www.fairhousingjustice.org/

