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Proportional Representation: A Tool 
for Empowering Minorities and the Poor 

by Douglas J. Amy 

A.doption of proportional represen­
tation elections (PR) in the U.S. is a 
political. reform that should be of great 
interest to activists and scholars con­
cerned with issues of race and poverty. 
Thanks to Lani Guinier and others, this 
long neglected reform is now beginning 
to get the attention it deserves. Propor­
tional representation would create new 
avenues of political power for minorities 
and the poor, two groups traditionally 
denied fair access to the halls of power in 
this country. 

Denying Fair Representation 

Much of the political frustration and 
alienation that afflict poor and minority 
communities can be traced to their lack 
of political power. One important reason 
for this lack of power is the inability of 
tht:se groups to elect their fair share of 
representatives on the local, state, and 
national level. For instance, despite mak­
ing up over 12% of the U.S. population, 
African-Americans occupy only about 
S% of the elected offi� in the U.S., and 
have only 1% of the seats in the U.S. 
Senate. 

Imagine for a moment bow different it 
would be if the Senate had twelve Afri­
can-Americans instead of one. They 
would make up a small but important 
voting bloc. Additionally, their very 
presence on committees and on the floor 
would be powerful reminders of the 
political concerns of African-Americans; 

no longer would it be easy to put these 
issues on the back-burner, as so often 
happens today. 

What prevents such fantasies of faj.r 
representation from becoming a reality is 
our continued adherence to· an election 
system-the single-member district­
that is inherently wJjust and undemo.­
cratic. This system is explicitly designed 
to make it very difficult for racial, eco­
nomic, and political minorities to elect 
representatives. Single-member �trict 
elections require the wit;ming candidate 
to attract a majority or1plu:rality of the 
vote. By definition, candidates represent­
ing electoral minorities have great diffi­
culty amassing this large number of votes 
and so they stand little realistic chance of 
being elected. In most districts, racial 
minorities are outvoted by white major­
ities and the poor are outvoted by 
middle-class majorities. Thm, under our 
curmtt system, minorities and the poor 
have the right to vote, but they often are 
denied the equally fundamental right to 
representation. This systematic disem­
powerment of minorities and the poor is 
an inevitable result of a winner-take-all, 
single-member district syst.em. 

The PR Solution 

Proportional representation is de­
signed to remedy these electoral injus­
ti�. It ensures that all groups-minor­
ities and majorities---get their fair share 
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(PR: Conlinuedffompage I) 

of power and representation in our 
legislative bodies. These goals are 
achieved by a simple dectoral mech­

anism: all legislators are elected in large 
multi-member districts, with the various 
seats allocated according to the propor­
tion of votes won by a party or group of 
voters. For example: in a ten•membcr 
district used to elect members to a state 
legislature, if the Democrats win 50% of 
the vote, they would win five of the ten 

seats; if an African-American party wins 
20% of the vote, it would win two of the 
ten seats-and so on. 

PR systems take many forms (see box, 
page 10), but they all eµibody fue same 
goals: (I) 8$wing that all citizens have 
an effective vot.e; (2) assuring that all 
citizens have someone to represent them 
in policy-making bodies; (3) enabling 
both majorities and minorities to have 
fair representation, and (4) creating legis­
latures that truly represent the wide 
diversity of political opinions and in­
terests in the electorate. The ability to 
achieve these goals and to produce fair 
representation for all has made PR the 
most common aod popular fonn of 
elections for Western industrialized 
democracies. Only Great Britain, Canada 
and the United States continue to cling 
to single--member district elections. Even 
the emerging democracies of Eastern 
Europe and the fonner Soviet Union, 
while rushing to embrace an American­
style economic system, have explicitly 
rejected American-style elections and 
(wjth one exception, Ukraine) have 
adopted various forms of PR. 
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PR bas become the predominant form 
of elections worldwide because it creates 
a more open, more inclusive, more 
democratic political systeip. But what 
specific adyantages would it have for 
minority and low-income Americam? 

PR and Minorities 

If proportional representation were 
adopted in the U.S., it would immedi­
ately and dramatically increase the repre­
sentation of racial and ethnic minorities. 
Not only would minority cam·fidates be 
consistently elected, but PR would also 
allow for the first time the organitAtion 
of viable minority-oriented parties, such 
as a Latino party or an African•Amer­
ican party. Currently, it makes little sense 
to organize such parties, for, like all 
minor parties in a single-member district 
system, they would stand little chance of 
electoral victory. But PR allows for the 

emergence of a truly pluralistic multi­
party system which could include parties 
representing racial and ethnic minorities. 

Th& single-member district 
Is inherently unjust and 
undemocratic. 

Importantly, using proportional re-­
presentation to increase minority r.epre­
sentaiion would eliminate the need to 
create "majority-minority districts'" -<lis-­
tricts where minorities are the majority. 
Currently, this is the most effective solu­
tion to minority underrepresentation 
sought under the Voting Rights Act, and 
it has met with some success. But it also 
bas some important drawbacks and is 
increasingly embroiled in controversy 
and court challenges. 

One major drawback is that majority­
minority districts require the continua­
tion of housing segregation to concen­
trate minority populations within easily 
drawn bowidaries. When minorities oo­
come dispcned throughout a city or 
region, it becomes much more difficult 
(sometimes impossible) to create such 
districts. Also, at times, efforts to create 
majority-minority districts result in the 
drawing of oddly-$haped districts, such 

� • Poverty & Race • Jtol 3, No. 5 • September/ October 19'J4 

a s  North Carolina's much criticized 
snake-shaped 12th congressional district. 
A second problem is that �ori.ty dom­
inated districts often deny representation 
to the whites contained in them. And a 
third diffirulty is that the process of 
concentrating predominantly Demo­
cratic minorities into one district can 
create surrounding districts that are more 
RepubliCBD, resulting in the election of 
more comervatives who are less likely to 
support the interests of minorities. 

Because of these problems, majority­
minority districts are a seoond-b::st solu­
tion: better than the old white-dominated 
districts, but not as good as proportional 
represental;ion. PR is a simple and elo­
gant way to enslll'C fair representation for 
minorities without any of the complica­
tions of trying to create special districts 
for them. 

PR and the Poor 

The�mergcnce of new candidates and­
new parties under proportional repre­
sentation could also brighten the political 
prospects of lower-income Americans. 
Fot example, in cities where lower­
income residents make up more than 
I 0-15% of the electorate, they could 
mobilize enough votes to elect their own 
representatives. More importantly, PR 
would encourage the formation of a true 
leftist or labor party in the U.S.-as 
exists in virtually all Western demo­
cracies with PR. Such parties would be 
much more likely· to address the- prol>­
lems of economic inequality and the 
needs of lower-income Americans than 
do our current major parties, 

Such parties would, for the first time, 
give poor Americans a reason to vote. 
Currently, lower-income Americans 
earning under $15,000 a year have a 44% 
turnout rate, compatt.d to 74% for those 
earning over $40,000. If the poor knew 
that their vote would actually elect 
someone to represent their interests, they 
would have a much greater incentive to 
vote. Also, truly progressive parties 
would actively organize and mobilize 
poor voters, in contrast to the Repub. 
licans and Democrats, who largely ignore 
poor voters in their pllrstllt of the larger 
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Reparations: A Symposium 
0 ur July/ August issue had, as the lead article, an interview with economist Richard America. who has written about and 

advocated widely for reparations to the Black community for the historical injustice and long-term disadvantaging effects of slavery. A 
supportive commentary by CongresstruJn John Conyers (whose bill H.R. 4(), calls for a study of slavery's legacy and recommendatio.'1 
of remedies) and a "friendly dissent" by Temple Univ. sociologist Howard Winant accmnpan;ed the interview. 

We asked a number of social scientists and activists to comment on the issues raised in these contributions, and also indicated we 
would consider unsolicited responses from readers. Seven such commentaries appear below. We hope to print a second round of this 
symposium in the November/ December issue ofP&R.. lf you are receiving P&Rf or the first time and want a copy of the reparations 
articles from the July/ August issue, send us a SASE. 

Let Us Not Accept Either Victimology or Blaming-the-Vlctimology 

by Wilson Riles, Jr. 

As has happened so often ir:. the past, 
when it comes to real money and assets 
folks get squeamish: it's no longer about 
"doing the right thing," it's about "you 
can't be serious." H.R. 40 does not ask 
for money. It asks for an acknowledge­
ment of "the fundamental injustice, 
cruelty, brutality, and inhumanity of 
slavery in the United States and the 13 
American colonies between 1619 and 
1865." It establishes a commission to 
examine the institution of slavery, sub­
sequent de jure and de facto racial and 
economic discrimmation against Afri­
can-Americans, and the impact of these 
forces on living African-Americans. The 
commission will make recommendations 
to the Congress on appropriate remedies. 
That is all: a consideration of the appro­
priateness of a fonnal U.S. government 
apology for governmental involvement 
in the institution of slavery and discrim­
ination, and the undertaking of a rea­
soned analysis of the value of what was 
stolen from African-Americans. Any 
proposed reparations would flow from 
that analysis as a recommendation to 
Congress. 

Too many Americans of all hues still 

look at the condition of the African­
American community and do not see the 
legai..)' of slavery and discrimination pre­
sently manifesting itself. The deficit of 
resources (institutional and ca�tal} ihat 
are more available to European-Amer­
icans is not a result of differences in the 
gene pool. No one wants to talk about 
the fact that this deficit results from what 
was immorally and viciously stolen from 
African-Americans and that many bene-

fits from that theft still flow dispropor­
tionately to European-Americans. 

Even some African-Americans do not 
want to talk about racism any more----as 
if they might be asked to struggle for 
something bigger than their own indi­
vidual pay checks. Jewish people refuse. 
to let the world forget anti-Semitism and 
the Holocaust. In spite of responses of 
irritation and antagonism, they persist in 
reminding us all what was done to Jews. 
They have no problem talking about the 
material a.,;pects of that tragedy. Their 
persistence has resulted in the creation of 
the State of Israel. 

Although it may be unpleasant, Amer­
ica stiL needs to discuss slavery, discrim­
ination, racism, and the aftennath and 
consequenc::s. As  Richard America 
points out, the whole country's "competi­
tiveness and productivity at a macro 
level" 1s being damaged by the avoidance 
of this problem. Our ability to compete 
economically as a nation is being ham­
pered by the energy and resources being 
dedicated to keeping racial conflicts 
under "control." 

I.et us not indirectly addres� it or 
avoid the discussion by hiding under an 
effort to create a "Maxshall Plan for the 
Cities.,. 'That Plan is needed and may be 
more politically palatable than repara­
tions. However, if what was stolen from 
African-Americans is not directly spoken 
of in the Plan, a likely result would 
include propelling low-income African· 
Americans out of the urban core. Cities 
would be successfully rehabilitated, but 
the conditions of the African-American 
community would not change. It has 

happened before. 
Americans respond to forthrightness. 

Unfortunately, many of our more recent 
warriors against racism have lacked pilS"­
sion, boldness, and clarity; they have 
been mealy-mouthed. Yes, there is much 
that the African-American community 
can and should do without outside help, 
but that does not absolve anyone (past or 
present) or any institution of their parti­
cipation in the crime. Neither is there any 
reason that a precise "weighing" of the. 
material consequences of slavery and 
discrimination would cause hostility from 
other racially defined minorities nor 
strengthen any asswnption about the 
necessity of white aid to bring about 
prosperity in the African-American 
communitv. What we need to do is one 
thing; whirt happened and is happening 
to our community is another thing. Let 
us not accept eithervictimology or blam­
ing-the-victimology. 

The fact that an analysis of reparations 
owed will establish "a benchmark for the 
acbieveme'nt of equality" adds materially 
to a discussion $at has been principally 
limited to the moral plane. Speaking in 
such precise terms will not increase racial 
polarization and antagonism above the 
level they are at already. 

Wilson Riles, Jr .. a former Oakland, 
California, City CowiciJlor, is Pacific 
Mountain Regional Director for the 
American Friends Servia Committee 
(1611 Telegraph Ave., #1501, Oakland, 
CA94612). WhiletheAFSC hastakena 
position supporting HR. 40 in principle, 
Mr. Riles' views are his own. □ 
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Reparations for Catastrophic Human Waste 

by Joe R. Feagin and I{ernan Vera 

Reparations for African.Americans is 
an idea whose time has come. Not long 
ago, the National Coalition of Biacks for 
Reparations inAmerica(N'COBRA) � 
organized to work aggressively for mon­
etary compensation for slavery and other 
racial oppression. Several black plaintiffs 
in Oakland, California, have filed suit in 
federal oourt asking for nearly $400' 
million in reparations for themselves and 
for black communities. Other individuals 
are considering similar court suits. 
Richard America's $3-5 trillion estimate 
of the reparations cost seems �nable, 
given the huge amount of labor stolen 
from African America:os over 375 years. 
The logical payer is the U.S. govern­
ment. 

Many, especially whites, will oppose 
paying trillions of dollars in govern­
mental reparations as "radical. "Yet pay­
ing compemation for 'individual and 
collective damages is now a well-estab­
lished principle. We have the principle of 
reparations for damages done by indi­
vidual and government action in laws 
providing for the compensation of vic­
tims of crime, including the 1984 Victims 
of Crime Act. Over the last two decades, 
the U.S. government has taken action to 
provide some monetary compensation 
to Native Americans for the theft of 
lands by Euro-Americans. The federal 
government has paid hundreds of mil­
lions of dollars in reparations to  a 
numbe-t of Native American groups for 
lands taken in violation of treaties. It 
should be noted that none of those who 
stole the lands or who Jost the lands are 
still alive. Given this background, the 
idea of compensation for black labor· 
stolen and for other damages done to 
African Americans seems reasonable and 
in line with recent U.S. government 
practice. 

One barrier is the fact that the mag­
nitude of the opp�ion· of African 
Americans by white Americans has yet 
to be understood by whites. Most whites 
need to be educated to the past and 
present costs of racism for· African 
Americans, as well as the costs to them-

selves and for society generally. White 
racist practices represent socially sanc­
tioned ways of dissipating massive 
amounts of human talent and energy. 
White Americans must bet.aught to view 
racism for what it is: a tremendously 
wasteful set of practices, legitimated by 
ancient myths, that deprives its victims, 
its perpetrators, and U.S. society as a 
whole of much valuable human talent 
and energy and many social, economic 
and political resources. Transforming 
white opinions and attitudes is no easy 
matter, but short of revolution no 

changes will come until whites give up 
then ancient prejudices and stereotypes, 
what Pierre Bourdieu in another context 
has called the '"sincere fictions" around 
which people organize their lives. 

Joe R. Feagin is Graduate Research 
Professor of Sociology and Heman Vera 
is Assodate Professor of S<Jciology at the 
University of F1orida (Gaillesville, FL 
32611). Their book amplifying these 
ideas, White Racism: The Basics, will be 
published in December 1994 by Rout• 

kdge. □ 

H.R. 40 Misses the·Point 

by Sharon Parker 

Racism is embedded in the dominant 
American culture so deeply, we {some of 
us) fail to see it. Most important, we fail 
to see that it continues to affect all of us: 
every person, male or female; ·every 
immigrant. every refugee; every race, 
every age group; and every religious, 
social, legal. artistic, business, educa­
tional, governmental institution in the 
country. Many Americans want to 
believe that racism ha<, been overcome 
and that White Americans have no 
responsibility for slavery because it 
ended 129 years ago. Such an attitude is 
consistent with American historical 
perspective: we are short-sighted, 
unilateral, and vainglorious. As rugged 
individualists, we are conditioned to 
believe that we can fix any problem and 
overcome any challenge that tarnishes 
the idealist image of America. But we 
have not yet "fixed .. the problem of 
r acism, and we cannot even hope to do 
so until we, as a nation, are willing to 
look beyond the utopian image to the 
root causes. 1be legacy of slavery is 
definitely a root cause of the persistence 
of racism in today's society. 

I use the pronoun .. we" because, 
regardless of our race, ethnicity, color or 
culture, as Americans we are all respon-

sible for this legacy. It is not just the 
problem of African Americans to raise 
again and again. It is not just a problem 
of relations between African Americans 
and White Americans. Nor is it simply a 
matter of oppressor vs. oppressed, or 
perpetrator vs. victim. We have all been 
victimized by racism; but worse still, we 
continue to be victunized by it ... today! 
That is why I am so distraught at the 
notion of a national commission to study 
"the damage racism did t o  African 
Am . ,. encans. 

Rep. John Conyers' advocacy for 
federal legislation to establish a national 
commission is troublefjome to me 
because it only looks. at one part of the 
problem. Once again, the root cause may 
be ignored and an opportqnity f 01 real 
change will be missed. Rep. C.<myers sa)'s 
"My contention is that African Amer­
icans are still victims of slavery as surely 
as those who lived under its confine­
ment." I do not deny the truth of that 
statement, but it is only a partial truth. A 
national commissiQn that only focuses 
on part of the issue is like trying to 
build a national health care program 
by only focusing on physicians, or 
deterring crime only by building more 
prisons. 
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The cost to all of us is demonstrated in 
the local, state, and federal budget prior­
ities on funds for security and punish­
ment rather than education and employ­
ment; education systems which cannot 
address their purpose because of over.;. 
crowding, understaffing, inadequate 
facilities and supplies; health care 
systems responding to the crisis needs of 
�ults and drug-related accidents rather 
than disease prevention and treatment; 
sub-standard services and goods because 
workers are not literate, are under great 
stress, or are malnourished and weak. 
Incalculable is the loss of human dignity 
and potential. 

Slavery is one of the foulest, most 
despicable eras of our society. Racism, 
however, is not the result of that terrible 
history; it was perpetuated by it. It was 
racism, fueled by the superstitions and 
ignorance of the Dark Ages andjustifted 
by economic greed and power mania of 
the European monarchies and churches, 
that allowed Europeans to clasiliy Afri­
cans as su"uman and, hence, legitimize 
slavery. To most slave dealers, this occu­
pation merely involved the exploitation 
of another resource in a land full of 
promise but devoid of ready laborers. 

So, with the importation of slaves and 
the sanctioning of the slave trade, raw, 
stark racism took hold in the colonies. 
As with everything else tllat has grown to 
become uniquely American in the inter­
vening centuries, racism too evolved to 
suit the unique blend of peoples and 
activities carried out in the New World. 
It mutated and survives today� 

It survives as such a fundamental part 
of the fabric of society that we stoutly 
deny its existence except in individ1J8). 
incidences we call "hate crimes." But 
those who DIBDage to step outside societal 
confines and look closely enough see an 
entire culture predicated upon the oppo­
sitional natures of White and Black: a 
legacy of the times when Africa was 
considered a dark and mysterious con­
tinent and its peopl« savages, devoid of 
soul and culture. IQ. his book Two 
Nations: Black and White, Separate, 
Hostile, Unequal Andrew Hacker noted 
that White, like Black, is not a simple 
reference to a homogenous race of 
humans. It  is a symbol of acceptable/ 
unacceptable status in the societal order 
developed in the U.S. White privilege is 

• only measured in terms of Black penalty 
and exploitation. Black people and the 

concept of Black identity are essential to 
maintain the power and authority of 
Whites. This is both an abstract concept 
and a daily reality. This reality means 
that people who are defined as "Black" 
can never fully become a part of society 
as a people because of the way society is 
constructed. 

I would happily support a commission 
to study the impact of slavery, or racism, 
onAmerictlmtoday. Bu.tifRep. Conyecs' 
advocacy for reparations for the descen­
dants of African slaves is succesdul, the 
best I could hope for would be that such 
action would have the effect of propelling 
Americans to thoroughly examine the 
legacy of slavery and provoke critical 
awareness. Trying to remove only one 
piece of the cancer of racism will not 
result in a healthy people. It will only 
prolong the suffering. 

Sharon Parker is Director of Social 
&sponsibility Programs for the Union 
Institute (1731 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
11300, Washington, DC 20009). Pri<>r to 
that recent appointment, she was Di­
rector of Stmiford University's Office of 
Multicultural Development. □ 

Atonement and Self-Determination 

by Kalonji Olusegun 

Both Chester Hartman's interview 
with Richard America and Howard 
\Vinant's .. Friendly Dissent" lack the 
essence of the deDlalld for reparations as 
seen by the grassroot Africans, 88% of 
whom, during a recent survey circulated 
by N'COBRA, aulicated they bel'ieved 
that the United States should pay lJlack 
people reparations today. That epence 
has to do with changing the relationship 
between the American government and 
Africans in America, the relatromhip 
between Europe and its former Amr.an 
colonies (mainland or islands), and be­
tween Europeans and the non-white 
World. Reparations is a conceptual 
framework that offers an African 
perspective for resolving much more 
than just the economic inequity and 
social injustice issues that plague this 

country. lt represents a shifting of prior­
ities from the money machines' exploita­
tion and immediate gratification to a 
moral, sane, humane, conservation of 
this earth's human, animal and mineral 
resowces. 

We didn't come here to be part of a 
New World or a New World Order. We 
lost a war of enslavement and, unlike 
those European families who came so 
willingly to America, members of African 
families were captured, kidnapped, in­
humanly crated in sailing tombs and then 
the surviving brother and mother 
dropped in Brazil, a sister and maybe 
father dropped off in the Caribbean for 
rum and·the remaining family members 
brought to the high bidding settlers of the 
U.S. to work until they were Just dropped 
off. ·Upon manumission. this country 

abandoned the freed Africans left desti­
tute on the land of our incarceration, 
abandoned us without food, clothing, 
welter, or the means to get back home. 
As refugees of a War of Enslavement, we 
were left defenseless to survive the terror 
of hostile communities, while those who 
enslaved and brutally forced us to labor 
from sun-up to sun-0own were paid for 
the loss of "their chattel property," now 
freed. We had full employment during 
emlavement and as "property" never got 
paid! Why should we settle for just full 
employment, now, at subhuman wages 
for the trans-national corporate machine 
for whom America works, that now 
terrorizes the world with.its "free market" 
oppression? The real economic question 
may well be the diverted stream of income 

(Pl4,se tum to page 6) 
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(OLUSEGUN: Continued from page 5) 

from the masses of poor people that a 
.. Marshall Plan for the Cities,. can rem­
edy, but that deals with this counuy's 
concern about all of its residents and can 
never be considered reparations for the 
enslavement of and discrimination 
against Africans in America. 

Africans have learned that we can't 
trust this country's moral conscience, 
honesty or justice when it comes to 
Africans at home or abroad. The master­
slave relationships that are recorded 
throughout European history and which 
were imp� on us since 1441, as a 
consequence of losing the war against 
their invasion of our homeland, still 
exist at the very essence of European 
culture. The darkening clouds of the 
Haitian persecution, the Cuban block­
ade, the tragedy of Rwanda, the passage 
of a <;riminally conceived anti-crime bill 
and, last but not least, the refusal to even 
hold a hearing on H.R. 40, are all seen as 
repulsive attempts at dehumanizing Af­
ricans and covering up America's racist 
role in causing those disasters. 

Why is it that H.R. 40, a bill that 
would only investigate the effects of 
slavery. only study the impact of slavery, 
as is the federal government's moral 
responsibility, cannot even get out of 
subcommittee in three se�ions of Con­
gress? Is the fear of finally facing the 
truth of one's past so threatening, are the 
lies so ingrained, the denial so strong that 
America can't accept tire challenge of a 
.. racist free" society'} 

«eparations is not simply about "the 
enslavement of blacl'".s a century ago," 
but about fmally terminating the illegal 
and oppressive slaw-master relationship 
perpetuated against them and their de­
scendants, us; about recognition of the 
injury inflicted on generations of Afri­
cans in America; about res.peel and 
restoration of our basic human rights; 
about tlbtaining the complete and un­
conditional control of our resources, 
those resources stolen from us, deprived 
to us; and last but'not least, about ending 
the continuing oppression in the fonn of 
p9litieal and economic subjugation, il­
legal taxation and the cold-spirited im­
pending terror of mass imprisonment. 
Reparations are needed to elevate the 

pain, suffering and rage, so that our 
people won\ be dependent on the whims 
and racism of a hostile, mechanized 
system. This is not just a.. demand for 
money, this is a matter of fairness, 
justice, hwnan rights, morality, equality, 
atonement, trust, and the God-given 
right to pursue their own destiny, un­
molested. Reparations can provide some 
of the resources needed to accomplish 
the healing and strengthening of our self­
determination. 

Let me repeat, reparations has to do 

with the relationship between America 
and Africans in America. Reparations is 
our demand for an apology, and the self­
determination necessary for us to pursue 
our own destiny, make our own con­
tribulion to the progress of this planet. 

Kalonji Olusegun is Co-Chair of 
N'COBRA. the NatioTIJll Coalition of 
Black� for ReportUiom m America. a 
grassroois membership organization 
formed in 1989 (PO Box 62622, 
Washington, DC 20029). □ 

Morally Powerful, But Divisive 

by David ivfoReynolds 

The issue of reparations is valid, it has 
its own logic, it has the force of certain 
moral power-but in the real world 
within which these matters must be 
worked out I think it will prove divisive. 

If one takes a classic Marxist view that 
a small minority controls the wealth 
created by the vast majority, and that a 
t.ransf ormative shift m how society is run 
would lead that majority to having con­
trol and power over the resources, then 
there is some hope of winning support 
(though thus far the United States has 
proven immune to the appeal). Yet here 
one should note that only what I would 
term "punitive socialists,. -a mmority 
within the broader socialist movement­
see socialism as a way of distributing the 
wealth. Jf we took all the wealth held by 
the 10% of the highest part of society 
(including the relatively few blacb in this 
category) and simply passed out their 
funds evenly to the other 90%, the actual 
shift of �al.th would be relatively minor, 
and fail of the objective, which is not the 
punishment of the rich, but rather the 
empowerment of the majority. 

Reparations has, of course, certain 
logical problems� the funding go to 
all African-Americans, including those 
who came here from the West Indies 
after my own ancestors? And how do 
you separate out the issue of funding 
owed to the Chinese who were brought 
here as virtual slaves to build our rail­
roads and then left on their own'? Does 
the reparations movement separ:tte itself 

from the Native American community, 
which in some serious ways has a prior 
claim to the whole shebang? 

The most serious problem is, I think, 
that we will see a sharp racist cast to the 
debate, a .. Black vs. White" debate rather 
than a transformative debate about how 
we empower the poor, whatever their 
color (and keeping in mind that more of 
the poor are white than black). 

As long as a. capitalist structure re­
mains in place, political power will flow 
from that structure and "solutions" will 
always fall upon the lower and middle 
classes. If reparations were voted, the 
taxation would not begin at the top, 
where it should. 

The result would be something similar 
to the problems encountered with busing 
where, years after thr event, I am inclined 
to think this was not the right approach 
to desegregation. The well-to-<lo were 
never involved-their kids went to  
private schools. The kids were pawns in 
the game and instead of the logic of neigh­
borhood schools, integrated through a 
serious program of publicly subsidized 
housing for low- and moderate-income 
families, which would have brought racial 
minorities into the white areas, we have 
seen the continued flight of whites from 
the inner cities. 

When I see on the campus the volun­
tary resegregation of the races, I am 
stwm.ed. Something very clearly went 
wrong and is still going wrong when we 
see the campuses creating Jim Crow as 
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a result of pressures from the very groups 
we had hoped to see liberated from that 
structure. 

The reparations program can easily 
become popular within the Black com­
munity-,-as I said, it bas a moral logic to 
it. But I see a powerful backlash from 
whites, at all economic levels. I don't 
exempt mysc)f from feeling an irritation 
that the burdens of the dead are suddenly 
on my shoulders. 

In my own case, half the family history 
goes back to the Mayflower u:i one form 
or another, never rich, hardworking, 
lower to middle class. But on�balf of the 
family came from Ireland at the turn of 
the century to work as a house servant, 
married, died soon after her children 
were born. 

The issue of the Japanese is � 
tive-how little was fmally granted after 
how long a battle-and this for a crime 
that occurred within Jiving memory. But 
here there were records, living witn�. 
The shame ill that Congress took so long 
to move at all 

When Howard Winant talks of the 
Marshall Plan for the cities, I think he is 
pushing something that makes much 
more sense, which embraces the poor of 
all colors and backgrounds, and can 
unite them in a common struggle. The 
reparations issue will prove divisive, and 
I do not see it leading us toward the 
grander and broader coalitions we need 
to build. 

David Mc .Reyrwlds is a staff member 
of the War Rnisters uague (339 uz­

f�tte St., New York, NY 10012). The 
cl:>mments are his and Mt those of the 
WRL □ 
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Focus on Self-interest, Not Shame 

by Billy J. Tidwell 

I want to avoid oversimplifying a 

matter as complex as the reparations 
question. Further, I am not inclined to 
repudiate categorically Dr. America's 
positions. However, a few brief points 
should be made, by way of elucidating 
key areas of agreement and equally 
important disagreements between our 
views. 

African-Americans are at another 
strategic juncture in their development. 
Actions taken now could be as c.onse­
quential to their well-being in the next 
century as was the l'Clleged promise of 
land and mules to their experience in 
this century. These actions must be 
based on a judicious assessment of the 
challenges and prospecte facing both the 
African-American community and the 
nation as a whole. Both have vital stakes 
in the outcomes, and neither c.an afford 
to be fanciful or facile in pursuing these 
mutual interests. 

Let me begin with the major conver­
gence in thinking, which centers on Dr. 
America's assertion that "the country 
will not have a bright futme if the 
problems stemming from past economic 
injustice and inequity aren't solved." He 
goes on to emphasize the need to "invest 
heavily" in those who have b�n ex­
cluded and exploited, suggesting that 
the nation's economic strength and social 
stability depend upon it. 

Amen! Given the new requirements 
for economic competitiveness, brought 
on by dramatic changes in the global 
marketplace; given the shortsighted 
domestic policies of recent decades, 
which have eschewed such investment in 
human and physical capital as are neces­
sary to maintain a robust, pace-«tting 
economy and hi8h standard of living; 
given the: retrenchments from equal op­
portunity principles and the related 
neglect of the inner cities, whi�h have 
sparked new urban explosions so pain­
fully reminiscent of the !%Os, I could 
not agree more with Dr. America's . 
assessment. 

I disagree with Dr. America, however, 
in calling for a "reparations" solution. 

The efficacy of his proposal hinges on 
the display of moral rectitude by 
"massa's" progeny, whereas behavior 
motivated by enlightened self-interest is 
more reliable. Further, from a political 
standpoint, it is more propitious to 
address self-interest arguments to the 
larger mass of white Americans rather 
than to Dr. America's privileged 30 
percent. 

If African-American progress is con­
tingent upon the conscience-driven re­
linquishment of '"unjust enrichments "by 
privileged whites, the prospects do not 
look good at a!I. People simply don't 
behave that way. Therefore, to frame 
remediation appeals in such terms is at 
best naive and at worst a fruitless di­
versio.n of intellectual energy. Effective 
political mobilization around the ques­
tion of investment is less likel'�r to be 
determined by whites who have bene­
fited the most from the exploitation of 
African Americans than by those who 
have suffered the most. 

The reparations concept is counter­
productive in this context. The white 
masses must be shown how it is in their 
material interest to combat the residua 
of racism, not shamed into supporting 
repayment for past societal injustices 
over which they had no control. 

Use of the reparations concept might 
also be counterproductive within the 
African-American community itself. It 
is important that the present generation 
of African Americans not become stag­
nated by the illusion of reparations. 
Rather, they must more aggressively 
and creatively strategize, organize, and 
mobilize their own resouroefulnc:ss to­
ward the self-development of the Afri­
can-American community. And their 
collective resources are substantial in­
deed. 

Of course, there are limits to what 
self-development initiatives can aocom­
plisb relative to what is needed. How­
ever, I am convinced that these limits 
have not even been approached Promul­
gating "reparations" could be a serious 

(Please turn to page 8) 
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psychological hindrance to collective 
action. Unfortunately, few proponents 
of the concept, including Dr. America, 
acknowledge this insidious down-side. 

The National Urban League's "Mar­
shall Plan" strategy is grounded in the 
wisdom of mutual interests. It is not a 
reparations proposal. Instead, the 
strategy is based on the political and 
economic realities of the 1990s and the 
uncertainties all Americans faoe in th� 

coming decades. Eliminating the persist­
ing disadvantages African Americans 
experience is a prerequisite for securing 
the general welfare. 

Similarly, the l.cague't promotion of 
self-development around is.roes that will 
decide the future well-being of the Afri­
can-American community is responsive 
to today's exigencies. The reparations 
thesis obfuscates and potentially under­
mines the individual and group respon­
sibility of African Americans themselves 
to influence their own destiny. 

Billy Tidwell is Director of Research 
and Evaluation/or the National Urban 
league (111114th St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20005) and &litor of its annual 
report, The State of Black Americ"' the 

current edition of which is devoted to 
Afri�AmericanJelf-deve/opment. Dr. 

1fdwellis also author of two nports that 
address the subject matter of this com­
mentary, 1he Price: A Study of the 
Costs of Racism in America and Playing 
tQ Wm: A Marshall P1an for America. 

□ 

Reparations Versus Economic Integration 

by Herbert J. Gans 

I agree· with Mr. America that the 
United States is "a large complex multi­
racial society that's oompeting interna­
tionally less than optimally," and that 
to "improve overall perf onnance ... we 
need to provide more-than palliatives." 
However, I do not see how reparations 
will solve these or related probl�. I 
believe that America is now in the 
process of excluding from, and driving 
out of, the labor force all of its surplus 
labor. By subsequently labeling that 
surplw, labor as an underclass-tod,ay's 
word for the undeserving poor-the 
people so labeled are then declared to be 
no longer deserving of political or other 
help. 

If reparations were a politically viable 
way of reversing this process, I would he 
m Mr. America's comer. However, until 
he describes bow he can sell reparations 
to whites who are not only themselves 
scared of losing their jobs, but scared of, 
and adpY at, b1acks for a variety of 
class, racial and racist reasons, I am not 
persuaded. 

In fact, a call for reparations would 
only divert attention from the funda­
mental economic and racial issues, and 
would further polarize blacks and whites 
on a variety of real and fake political 
issues. For example, I can already see 
endless debates on whether all Amer­
icans should pay reparations or only the 
descendants of slave holdcrs-�r 
whether the bill should really be sent to 
the descendants of the African slave 

owners and merchants who sold the 
ancestors of today's Americans into 
slavery'in the fl.I'St place. And who will 
pay reparations to the newest black 
Americans, the West Indian immigrants 
who were also once slaves'? 

Usually, but not always, r�neutral 
and univeralistic polices that benefit as 
large a number of people, of all colors, 
as possible do best in the polity. 
Conversely, the political history of 
blacoonly demands and the numerical 
minority status of blacks would suggest 
that any proposal that calls for redistri­
bution of income and wealth solely to 
blades could not be won. The best 
finaru.ial · outcome I could see is a mid-
21st century Supreme Court decision 
approving a token and minuscule 
payment to blacks, which would, 
however, trivialize the hormrs of slavery 
and the slave experience in the process. 

Reintegrating the present and still 
growing labor surplus into the economy 
may no longer be possible. However, it 

has to be tried, and the only way to begin 
is to reorganize the economy to create as 
many jobs as possible. Raising. promot­
ing, debating, and then pressing for this 
policy should be undertaken by a 
coalition of all intei:ested parties, of all 
skin colors, and even of all c�. A 
Constitutional amendment to the Bill of 
Rights to add economic rights would 
not hurt either! 

Her/Jert J. Gans is the Roben S. Lynd 
Professor of Sociology at Columbia 
University (New York, NY 10027). His 
most recent book is a paperback edition 
of People, Plans and Policies: &says on 
·Poverty, Racism and Other National 
Urban Problems (C()Jumbia University 
Press. 1994). He hasjustfmished a new 
book tentatively titled Bruting the War 
Against the Poor: The Underclass, the 
Undeserving Poor and Antipoverty 
Policy, which goes.further into some of 
the above points. □ 

Want to P-resent Your Werk 

to a Washington Audience? 

We'll be glad ro host and help you pub�a�tlon"�� 
•nd/or advooaey work on nu:e and l)DV� lasJD.utot.�wlii;i � 
when you1J be in Washington, � UJ pid8"le EU1 wtmia or-• "icds of 
peop)e to invite. and we11 send Offl Ul6Jltlt�� � yow-calk (uuatly 
�hdddutinglunchtime}, _ .... · . . ·,. . .·. ._·. · ... ·:,. · . . �.... . ' 
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PRRAC Researchers Report 

Human and Civil Rights Abuses by Immigration 
Authorities at the U.S.-Mexico Border 

0 ver the past several years, numer­
ous human and immigrant rights organi­
zations have issued reports critical of the 
U.S. immigration authori�' activities 
at the U.S.-Mexico border. These reports 
have directed much needed public at­
tention to the issue of how inhabitants of 
border communities are treated by im­
migration authorities. 

To date, however, there has been no 
systematic research into the treatment of 
Latinos by U.S. immigration authorities. 
Instead, they have tended to rely on data 
collected from individuals who took 
grievances to governmental or non-.gov­
ernmental organizations. 

The present study attempts to examine 
empirically the treatment of Latinos by 
US immigration authorities in the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley in South Texas. With 
financial support from PRRAC, and the 
assistance of PRRAC Board member 
Maria Jimene1., Director of the Amer­
ican Friends Service Committee's Immi­
gration Law Enforcement Monitoring 
Project (!LEMP), a survey question­
naire was devised to measure the types of 
��tnicnt and its pervasiveness. 

Methodology 

A sample of 185 randomly selected 
households was drawn from the popu­
lation of the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Each household selected one person to 
be interviewed, and this person provided 
information for the entire how;ehold. 

The two-person interview teams were 
bilingual college students and workers 
from local NGOs. Many interviewers 
were from the localities being studied. 
The interviewers were instructed to ask 
questions in the first language of the 
persons interviewed and to explain to the 
respondents that this was an academic 

by Robert E. Koulish 

project, not an activity of a government 
agency. 

The survey instrument was a 45-(lues­
tion survey. The questions were designed 
to capture three categories of infonna­
tion: general attitudes toward. immigra­
tion authorities; details about specific 

"The officers pulled out 
shotguns, pointed them at 
us and threatened that we 
would be shot" 

encounters with immigration authorities; 
and demographic characteristics of the 
persons being interviewed. 

Survey Results 

The results of the survey confirmed 
the fuulings of previous anecdotal studies 
regarding the types of mistreatment com­
mitted. The U.S. Border Patrol commits 
the largest number of reporred abuses, 
followed by the U.S. Customs Office. 
One account of Border Patrol mistreat­
ment of a naturalized U.S. citizen is as 
follows: 

I was taking two relatives of mine who 
were undocumented to do some 
migrant work. My car was stopped by 
Border Patrol. I was removed from 
the car, handcuffed, and my vehicle 
was taken from me. After I was re­
leased, I was walking back towards 
the Valley and met some other worken 
along the way. It was night and we 
started to walk together. The Border 
Patrol approached and I was arrested 
again. The officers pulled out shot­
guns and pointed them at us and we 
were threatened that we would be 

shot They called us "hungry do�." 
The offwer placed a shotgun at my 
neck. We were not allowed to talk. I 
was ordered to lay flat in the Border 
Patrol van, and eventually I was 
released. 

The most common types of mistreat­
ment by imm.igl"ation authorities are 
verbal and legal: harassment, racial slurs, 
abusive language, and denial of legal 
rights. A second example, from another 
U.S. citizen, is as follows; 

I was walking home at about 3:40 in 
the morning when l was stopped by 
the Border Patrol Toe officer started 
flashing a flashlight up and down. l 
asked him what he wanted and he told 
me he wanted to know where I lived. I 
told him I lived 2 1/2 houses away 
from where we stood. He shoved 
me into the Border Patrol van and 
searched :ine, I guess for weapons. 
After the search, he told me to stop 
walking around because this might 
happen again. He got m his van and 
drove off. 

In all, we found a surprising!y high 
percentage of persons mistreated by im­
migration officials, 10.2%. Further, most 
of these victims of INS mistreatment are 
citizens or legal. residents of the United 
States. No single characteristic strongly 
predicts mistreatment among Hispanics. 
Rather, all Hisprmics are at risk of exper­
iencing mistreatment, regardless of their 
gender, age, income, language ability, 
country of birth, or legal status Finally, 
official avenues of complaint and redress 
are not utilized by citizens or legal resi­
dents who are mistreated by immigration 
authorities. The lack of red� suggests 
that immigration officers are not ac-

(P/ear,f tum to page 12) 

September/October 1994 • Poverty & Race• Vol. 3, No. 5 • 9 



(PR: Continued from page 2) 

middl�lass electorate. It is no accident 
that democracies that have proportional 
representation see significantly higher 
voter turnout rates for their lower-income 
citizens. 

Making our legislatures more repre­
sentatives of all income groups could 
also help to change the terms of political 
debate over poverty. Today, conserva­
tives have succeeded in transforming the 
issue of poverty into the issue of welfare. 
Even the Democrats talk about "ending 
welfare as we know it," not "ending 
poverty as we know it" Few elected 
officials focus on the plight of the work­
ing and non-working poor. Instead, most 
court middle-class votes by "bashing" 
welfare recipients. 

U ruler PR, however, legislators repre­
senting the interests of the poor could 
provide an important count�r-balance to 
this anti-poor rhetoric. By speaking out 
in the media and in ow- legislatures, they 
could begin to focus public attention on 
the real causes of poverty-such as the 
lack of decent paying jobs-and attack 
those politicians who merely attempt to 
blame the victims. 

Current Activism Around PR 

The movement to bring proportional 
representation to the United States is 
small but gaining political momentum. 
A national organization, the Center for 
Voting and Democracy in Washington, 
DC, has been created to educate Amer­
icailS about alternative election systems 
and to coordinate local organizing ef­
forts. Several political organizations, in­
cluding the National Organization for 
Women and Americans for Democratic 
Action, have endorsed PR elections for 
the U.S. However, many other progres­
sive political groups need to make PR 
part of their political agenda if this 
reform is to become a reality. 

Much of the activism around PR has 
been taking plare on the local level, 
where proportional representation could 
be adopted simply by changing city or 
county charters. (On the federal level, it 
would take an act of Congress to allow 
members of the House to be elected 
by PR, a Constitutional amendment to 

elect Senators in this way.) Groups in 
North Carolina, Ohio, Washington, Cali­
fornia and Massachusetts have been 
organizing around this issue and have 
already produced some promising re­
sults. In Cincinnati, in 1991, a small 
group of citizens put a referendum on the 
ballot to change city council elections to 
proportional representation. Though the 
group had little time or money to run a 
campaign. they succeeded in winning 
45% of the vote. This close call suggests 
that once Americans come to understand 
PR and its essential fairness they will 
respond very positively. 

The. nomination of Lani Guinier to 
head the Justice Department's Civil 
Rights Division also has given propoi­
tional representation greater visibility. 
She has been able to capitalize on the 
media attention surrounding her aban­
doned nomination to promote her ideas 
about proportional representation and 
voting rights to a wide audience of 
Americans. It is also encouraging that 
the federal courts have' approved pro-

portional representation systems as rem­
edies in local voting rights cases in several 
states. 

Of course, PR is not a cure-all for the 
various political ills that afflict poor and 
minority communities. But lt certainly is 
a necessary step toward creation of a 
more inclusive and fairer political system, 
and it will finally give badly needed 
representation to poor and minority 
Americans who have been systematically 
denied access to power by our current, 
flawed election rules. 

Douglas J. Amy is an associatr pro­
fessor in the Deportment of Politics at 
Mount Holyoke College (S. Hadley, 
MA 01075). He is author of Real 

Choices/New Voices: The Case for 

Proportional Representation Elections 
in the United States (Cohnnbia Uni­
versity Press, 1993). The Center for 
Voting & Democracy (Rob Richie, Ex­

ecutive Director) i1J at 6905 Fifth St. NW, 
#200, Washington, DC 20012, 202/882-
n�. □ 

Fonns of PR 

Proportional representation elections exist in several forms, two of which are 
already being used successfully in the United States. The "preference vote" 
(sometimes also called the "single-transferable votej is used in Ireland and 
Australia and also has been wed in the past to elect city councilors in two dozen 
cities in the U.S. Currently it is used to elect the nine-member city council in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. There, all council candidates are put on one balloL 
Voters number their preferences by putting the numbers 1,2,3,4, and so on, next to 
canclidates'names. All candidates whose first choice votes exceed the threshold of 
10% of all votes are elected. A process of transferring votes then takes place to 
determine who fills the remaining seats. For example, the lowest candidate is 
dropped out and those votes are transferred to the voters' second choices. Ballots 
are then recounted and all those now over the 10% threshold are declared elected. 
lhis approach ensures that few votes are wasted and that almost everyone 
contributes to the election of a candidate. 

Lani Guinier has been promoting another form of proportional representation 
called the .. cumulative vote,,. or CV. In this system, voters have the same number of 
votes as seats in the district and may divide those votes any way they wish. In a 
five-member district, voters could cast one vote for each of five candidates. two for 
one and three for another, five for one candidate, etc. When minorities concentrate 
their votes on minority candidates, they are often able to win some seats. 

CV has been used for decades in bu!,iness to ensure that minority share-hoWers 
have the ability to elect some representatives to boards of directors. It is also being 
used in Peoria, lliinois, Alamogordo, New Mexico, and Chilton County, Ala­
bama. In that Alabama county, the cumulative vote has enabled African-Amer­
icans to win their flI'St seats on the county board. 

At first glance, these PR systems can appear complicated, but experience here 
and abroad has shown that they are easily mastered by voters. 
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PRRAC Grantees' Advocacy Reports 

Women's State-Wide Legislative 
Netvmrk 

37 Temple Place, Third Roor 
Boston, MA 02111 
617/426--1878 
Contact: Kelly Bates 

The Women's State-Wide Legislative 
Network has undertaken research 
analyzing barriers to women in the labor 
market, the reasons behind single 
mothers' poverty, and poverty's effect on 
women and poor women of color. The 
research, funded by PRRAC and 
conducted by Randy Abelda of the 
University of Massachusetts - Boston 
and Chris Tilly of the U Diversity of 
Massachusetts - Lowell, has been 
published in the report Gloss Ceiling and 
Bottomless P,:ts: Women, Income and 
Poverty in Massachusetts ( available 
from WSLN, July 1994, 38 pp., $10). 
Their findings indicate that two out of 
three poor adults in Massachusetts are 
women and that the poverty rates among 
Latina women and children are among 
the worst at 46% and 60%, respectively. 

WSLN is cw-rently organizing com­
munity forums and meetings for policy• 
makers, service providers, and other 
individuals in the community. Forums 
have been held already in Springfield, 
Framingham, Roxbury, Cape Cod and 
Amherst The research has also been 
disseminated to statewide legislators in 
an attempt to influence local, state and 
national efforts at welfare reform. Pend­
ing legislation in Massachusetts mirrors 
similar efforts at the national level in 
calling for two-year limits on welfare 
assistance and an emphasis on having a 
job while fwther reducing overall bene­
fits WSLN intends to continue provid­
ing the research results to legislators and 
communities in an attempt to provide 
greater understanding of women and 
poverty in MSMachusetts. 

Mitbiglm League for HwmL.-i Services 
300 N. Washington Square, Suite 401 
Lanstng,MI48933 
517/487-5436 
Contact: Beverley McDonald 

In 1993, Michigan I..eague for Human 
Services published The Impact on Indi­
viduals and Communities of the Re­
ductions in Social Services in Michigan 
in 1991-1992 (available from MLHS, 
May 1993,56pp.,$10). In 1991, the State 
of Michigan eliminated its General As­
sistance program, the state's only safety­
net program for single individuals and 
childless couples who are poor and under 
65, many of whom are minorities. The 
research, supported · by a grant from 
PRRAC, found that elimination of Mich­
igan's GA program further eroded an 
already decimated economic base in the 
stat.e's struggling urban communities. 
The study also discovered an inability of 
the labor market to absorb GA recipients 
and an increase in homelessness. 

Since publication of the report, MLHS 
has used its findings in a broad-based 
aq.vocacy effort to educate communities 
about the potential effect of welfare 
"reforms" which make vulnerable popu­
lations less employable, and to prevent 
further reduction in wettare assistance 
programs in the state. The research has 
been used to provide information on the 
experience in Michigan to infonn na­
tional policy-making. MLHS has also 
used the research to provide technical 
assistance to other advecacy groups 
across the country addressing welfare 
reform in their respective st.ates, where 
similar cllt8 are being proposed. Assis­
tance includes strategic analysis of how 
to address welfare reform initiatives and 
how to develop effective campaigns to 
counter severe cuts. MHLS also testified 
before the Connecticut state legislature 
on the experienoe of eliminating GA in 
Michigan and.its impact on the poor. 

The Senter.dng Project 
918 F Street NW, Suite 501 
Washington, DC 20004 
W2/628-0871 
Contact: Marc Mauer 

With research funding from PRRAC, 
in 1993 The Sentencing Project published 
Does the Punishment Fit the Crime? 
Drug Users and Dnmk Drivers, Ques­
tions of Race and Class (available from 
The Sentencing Project, March 1993, 36 
pp., $8), analyzing the differences in how 
these types of offenses are disparately 
treated along race and class lines. Among 
the findings were that drunk drivers and 
drug users receive dramatically different 
treatment in the criminal justice system: 
convictions for drunk driving are pri­
marily among white males and often 
involve non-prison sanctions, while for 
drug offenses offenders are dispropor­
tionately low-income African American 
and Hispanic males, who often receive 
lengthy mandatory prison terms. 

Over the past year, The Sentencing 
Project has used. the report and addi­
tional findings as part of a broader effort 
to conduct community education and 
policy development in the area of sen­
tencing reform. Recently their findings 
have received media coverage in The 
Warhington Post, the New York Review 
of Books and other publications, and 
have been cited in a number of legal 
challenges to drug sentencing policies. 
The research has also been use.d in The 
Sentencing Project's efforts to influence 
criminal justice policy-making and de­
velopment of the recent crime bill passed 
by Congress. Staff of the Project testified 
before Congress on its work and coop­
erated with the Congres.iional Black 
Caucus in its dlort to include prevention 
provisions in the crime bill by providing 
findings from their research on the isrue 
of sentencing reform. 

(Please turn to page 12) 
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(ADVOCACY: Continuedfrompage 11) 

.La Coopffmiva Campesma de California 
2101 Capitol Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
916/442-4791 
Contact: Ed Kissam, Principal Re­
searcher. 707 /829-56% or Ilene Jacobs, 
Directing Attorney, California Rural 

Legal Assistance/Marysville, 916/742-
5191 

In October 1993, findings from re­
search funded in part with PRRAC 
support, "The Impact of Migrant Travel 
Patterns on the Undercount of Hispanic 
Farmworkers" was published in the 
Census Bureau's compilation of proceed­
ings from its annual Conference on 
Undercounted Ethnic Populations. The 
research analyzed factOJS contributing to 
the unden::ount of farmworkers in the 
1990 Decennial Census and found that 
(,()-70% of low-income migrant and sea-

(IMMIGRATION: Continued from page 9) 

countable for their actions. 
In sum, because immigration law en­

forcement authorities do not distinguish 
undocumented immigrants from the 
larger population of Hispanic residents 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, all 
Mexican and Mexican-Americans are 

potential taigets for abuse. As the federal 
courts have ruled on the issue, however, 
immigration law enforcement authorities 
cannot legitimately single out Hispanics 
sq'ely on the basis of ethmcity. Mexicans 
and Mexican-Americans in South Texas 
are subjected on an arbitrary basis to the 
same border enforcement strategies that 
were originally devised to deter undoc­
umented immigrants and expedite their 
removal. As the study also indicates, 
Mexicans and Mexican-Americans in 
South Texas are still without an effective 
forum to adequately redress these con­
cerns. 

Advocacy 

The study was designed to be of use to 
advocacy groups in their efforts to make 
policy recommendations to policy de­
signers in the U.S. Congress, the U.S 

sonal farmworkers may not be included 
in census data and that rates of under­
count and reasons for undercount are 
likely to vary greatly from,onc region of 
the country to another. The :findings have 
a dramatic impact on funding and plan­
ning for farmworker housing, health, 
education,job training. and legal services. 

Administration advocacy stemming 
from the research has focused on the 
need to address structural deficiencies in 
the way migrant and seasonal farm 
laborers are counted. Rather than only 
seek adjustments to census undercounts, 
La Cooperativa and CRLA have em­
phasized the need to correct the demo­
graphic and socioeconomic profile of the 
U.S. farmworke1 population which arises 
from census omission of the poorest, 
least educated, and most marginally 
housed sub-groups among farmworkers. 

La Cooperativa and CRLA are cur­
rentlywor.king with Federal agencies and 

Immigration Reform Commission, and 
the Justice Department. The final report 
has be.en submitted to the Justice De­
partment, IRC, and selected members of 
immigration subcommittees in Congress. 
Further, the data from the study have 
been used by advocates in support of H.R. 
2110, which calls for creation of an 
immigration law enforcement review 
commission. 

The study is also .intended to be of use 
to advocacy groups in the Valley as an 
instrument in their efforts at grasHoots 
organizing. With the assistance of 
ILE MP, the public was reached through 
press releases, and copies of the report 
were forwarded to newspapers and 
television and radio stations m South 
Texas and around the nation. On May 
20, 1994, the report was the subject of a 
"Report to the Community" press 
conference in Harlingen, T� in an 
attempt to draw further attention to INS 
abuses. 

Much follow-up still needs to be done 
in the colonias surveyed. Publicity and 
ready access to free legal services is 
needed for victims of INS abuse. Also 
needed are workshops to educate 
colonias about their rights when stopped 
by immigration officials. It is hoped that 
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researchers to develop alternative strat­
egies for generating an improved count 
and profile of U.S. farmworkt!S. One 
promising strategy is to use the survey 
methodology of an expanded National 
Agricultural Workers Survey in con­
junction with administrative data sets ( a 
strategy referred to as the ''NAWS+") to 
estimate the total numbers of farm­
workers in the country and seasonal 
changes in the distribution of the farm­
worker population due to migration. 
The NA WS is not a Census instrument 
but it wccessfully profiles a sample of 
farmworkers by using surveyors, many of 
whom have been farmworkers previ­
ously, to conduct face-to-face interviews 
in Spanish. La Cooperativa is continuing 
to advocate for inter-agency collabora­
tion to collectively fund research such as 
the "NA WS+" which will provide the in­
formation needed to plan effective social 
programs to meet farmworkers needs.□ 

our final report will continue to be of use 
to the residents of the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley in efforts to demand accounta­
bility and justice of our government 
officials, and to publicize human and 
civil rights violations throughout the 
border. 

Robert Koulish is a doctoral student 
in political science at the University of 
WisconS'in; Madkon; his dissertation is 
on thE absence of political control over 
the immigration bureaucracy. His 
research project war begun in 1990-91 
when he waY a lecturer at the University 
of Texas-Pan American.; the project 
was helldquartered at the Mid-Valley 
Community Center in Weslaco, Texas. 
The full study is available from us with a 
9" x 12" SASE with 75t postage. A 
companion study, comparing these 
results with a similar survey in an 
Anzona border region r U.S. lmmi­
gration Authorities and Victims of 
Human and Civil Rights Abuses: The 
Border Interaction Project Study of S. 
Tucson and S. Texas, " 26 pp., June 
1994 ), is available for $4 from the 
Mexican Ameriql!J Studies & Research 
Center. Douglas Bldg. 315. University of 
Arizona, Tucson, AZ 85721. □ 



�PRRAC Update 

LINDHEIM INTERNS: This sum­
mer, for the first time, PRRAC brought 
on two interns, both supported by the 
generous gift we previously . reported 
from the Richard and Roselyn Lindheim 
Memorial Trust. Dest.efhino Bracey, a 
third-year Georgetown Law student, has 
been assisting with our massive data 
reconnamance project, the research and 
advocacy work we are undertaking on 
the impact of federal housing, health, 
education and income maintenance pr� 
grams on minority and poor recipients. 
Des will be with us through the end of 
September. Malaika Hilliard, a junior at 
Brown, undertook the considerable task 
of putting into a database all items that 
have appeared in the Resource Section 
of all issues of P&R (see box below). 
They worked under the supervision of 
Joe Lucero, our Assistant Director. Both 
were terrific additions, and we thank 
them, as well· as Daniel and Susan 
Lindheim, for making this possible. 

HEIDI HARTM.AJ1.lrJ of PRRAC's 
Social Science Advisory Board, as we 
reported in the last issue of P&R. re­
cently received a MacArthur Foun­
dation .. genius grant." The Business 
section of the Sunday July 10 NY 1imes 
had a lovely profile of her ("She Alway11 
Said Feminism and Economics Can 
�"). which we'll be glad to send to all 
Heidi fans with a SASE. 

SEATTLE/A TLAtJTil.: The seventh 
in our series of local all-day meetings of 
race and poverty activists and researchers 
will take place October 7 in Seattle; an 
Atlanta meeting is .tentatively scheduled 
for early December. 

COMBINED FEDERAL CAM­

PAIGN: PRRAC now is in the 
Combined Federal Campaign for the 
DC area. Our number is 7640. Please 
consider listing us as your designated 
charity. 

.. 

OFFICE SPACE: The small offia: 
next to ours is about to become vacant. 
It's about 400 s.f. and currently is not 
divided. Rent is reasonable, and we'd 
love to have a friendly neighbor. Call our 
Office Manaser, Jackie Holliday ('1JY1./ 
387-9887), for further information. 

PRAAC DA"rA RECONN.AIS­

&4NCE: PRRAC is currently con­
ducting a Federal Data Reconnaissance 
Project. We havecommmioned research 
papers in the areas of housing, educa­
tion, health care and income security 
programs, evaluating the quality, 
accessibility and availability of bene­
ficiuy data for Federal programs in each 
of these areas. Data sources are being 
evaluated for their ability to reflect 

· communities of color and the poor-in 
many instances, the communities for 
which programs in these areas can mean 
the most. The results of this research will 
be use4 to advoca.e for consistent, clear 
and accurate data collection reflecting 
communities of color and the poor. 
Advocacy will include meeting with 
officials in the Ointon Administration 
and in Congress to serve notice on the 
need for continued commitment to this 

area and continued compliance with 
statutory mandates calling for data 
collection in the enfon:ement of civil 
rights provisions. It will also be used to 
organiz.e advocates by soliciting their 
input on identifying gaps in data and 
specific research needed in the area of 
race and poverty. 

Preliminary results from this data 
reconnaisunre reveal that while data 
reflecting .minorities and poor in these 
areas are available, they are not always 
accessible, user friendly, and/ or aoourate. 
Nor are they consistent in trac�dng of 
both race/ ethnicity variables and income 
or socioeconomic status, leading to 
speculation that the 'two variables are not 
treated as equally valuable ind� of 
the condition and status of communities 
that are both of color and poor. 

We welcome any general comments 
or suggestions based on the exp..,�ce of 
advocates and researchers in these areas. 
We are especially inten::stcd in discover­
ing what types of data. specific to each of 
these areas, advocates would find useful. 
Please contact Joe Lucero at PRRAC 
with any comments or suggestions, or for 
further information on the PRRAC 
Federal Data Reconnaissance Project 

□ 

P&R Re,ources ,,, · 

. Now Available OJt Database ... :.:. · ..
. 

. . . 

September/October 19'}4 • Poverty & Race • Vol. 3, No. 5 • 13 



-Resources 

. _ STAflTING WITff 
1'HIS ISSU� Of:-P&R, 

.WE WILL BJ! . . · ' 
LISTING 

eONFBIENc;ES 
" ,ATTHEENl>Of .. -·_ 

THE RELEVANT' 
SUBJECTHEADtNG. 

RA1'HER THAN A$ 
•:.c, A�ARATE.- .· 

<·CATE.GORY •. : :·.� . 

SASE'::: self-addressed stamped 
envelope--29t unless otherwise 
indicatea. Prices include the 
shipping/handling (s/h) charge 
when this is provil:kd to 
PRRAC. "No price listed"ilem3 
often are -in fact jre.e. 

R.aee/Racism 

� "Nack-Hispmic Tcnions: 
One Paspec:tive" is a paper 
delivered at the 1991 Amer. Pol 
Sci. Asm. meeting by Charles 
Kamasaki & Raul Yzaguirre of 
the Natl Oruncil of Ll Rau_ 
Well send a copy of the 25-pagc 

document with a self-addtessed 
9" x 12" envelope with 75e 
postage. 

� ClMl!mge: A .Ja!l1flll of 
R� onAJri,:,R,Atnlri:mt 
Men:Thc July, 1994 issue of this 
semi-annual publication is dc­
YQ1ed to the 50th anniversary- of 
Gunnar-Myrdal's An American 
Dlkmma. marked by an April, 
1994 conference at Momhousc 
College. The 4 articles in the 98-
page issue deal with mcon-• 
ceptualizing African American 
self-concepts (by Harold Braith­
waite, Jr., Kevin Foreman &. 
Nathaniel Williams), justice (by 
Susan Welch, Michael Combs, 
Lee Sigelman & Timotb_y 
Bledsoe), the police and other 
public co� (by Samuel 
Walker), and bhu;k-white rest· 
dential segregation (by Reynolds 
Farley). No single-issue price 
listed, subs $10 inchvs., $25 
libraries, from the Morehouse 
Rc:scarch In.st., 830 Westview 
Dr., Atlanta, GA 30314. 

� Crilit:a: A J01tm:d of P,1Jt,"11J 
Rican Pe/icy & PlM11ia is a 
brand new monthly publication 
from the Inst. for Puerto Rican 
Policy, 286 Fifth Ave., 3rd flr., 
NYC, NY 10001-4512. 212/5� 
1075. $25/yr. 

@ Hmlin,g Radsm m America.· 
A Pnsmpticv.Jw tm: .Diait1R, 
by Nathan Rutstein, has been 
pubhshed by Whitcomb Pub., 
Springfield, MA. 

t• Uugh Price's lmugmul 
Ktrynote Ad� to the July, 
1994 Natl Urban League 

Convention as its new 
Pres./CEO got considerable 
coverage for its stress on global 
economic trends and the need 
for help within the Black 
colJllllUJu1y and . consequent 
downplaying of racism as the 
central problem facing B:tacks. 
Well send a copy of the 19-page 
speecll with a fclf-addressed 9" X 
12" envelope with 75¢ postage. 

� Indian Givf!t' is & new 
quarterly newsletter covering 
Native American grantrnaking. 
Free, from the First Nations 
Development Inst, 11917 Main 
St., Fredericksburg, VA 22408, 
703/371-5615. 

• !ndil!CDOU Pwple\ Day is 
the Columbus Day alternative 
(accompanied by a suggested 
"Italian Achievement Day" 10 

repl&ee the defunct "Day of 
Discovery"}. Inf. from American 
Qtizcns Together, PO Box 1036, 
Bi,bee, AZ 85<,03, 602/432-36(i(). 

� Latinos in a Olantmg 
SodetJ: The Mauricio Gaston 
Inst for Latino Dev. & Public 
Policy of the Univ. of Mass. is 
publillhing a special issue of the 
New &gland J. of Public Pohcy 
and is seeking 6-8,00:l word 
papers for the tsme. Contact 
(right away) Diana Negron at 
the Inst., JOO Morrissey IDvd , 
Boston. MA 02125-3393, 
617/287-5790. 

e Race� Hungry 
Mind Review, a Midwestern 
book review, has put together a 

short ( 17 q's, 2 sides of a single 
page) "list of simple and not-so-­
simple questions on U.c subject 
of race." It was prepared in 
conjunction with their upcoming 
Sept. sp::cial issue on race and 
bas been used in divm:ity 
awareness workshops and radio 
shows The quarterly has a $13 
sub. rate, but they are offering a 
$5 rate for educators who return 
the questionnaire. (Likely you 
can just request a copy of the 
questionnaire.) They'n: at 1648 
Grand Ave., St Paul, MN 
55105, 612/699-2610. 

r; "hfe TrilomY,"by David 
� appears in vol 67 no. 1 
(1994) of 'Ie11q,le I.aw Review. 
The 12-page article discu!lses the 
new conservative perspxtive on 
equality that establishes a dual 
system of equality rules and 
outcomes, with special reference 
to the Shaw v. Rmo decision. 
Reprints available from Prof. 
Kairys, Temple Univ. School of 
Law, 1719 N. Broad St., ¥.'lila., 
PA 19122. 

5 R,faer� Librm-y of Blllc.t 
Amr..w (5 vols., 1� .• S189S-O) 
and Reference I.ibra.,y of 
Hispani.: America (3 vok, 1993, 
$129.90) arc available from Afro 
Amencan Press, 1315 Vine St., 
Phila , PA J9107, 215/923-2828. 

� 1'lre Eth.rdc R� if, the 
s:mi-annual newsletter of the 
Natl. Assn. for Ethnic Studies. 
Available (no price listed) from 
the Assn • Dept. Enghsh, Ariz 
St. U., Box 870302, Tempe, AZ 
85287-0302, 692/96S-2197. 

rt- W,&;3M WQT!.gi,r An 
Effe,dMAillR:l'A,-,ct 
Rt.ism tl!Jt.i'fe!, tl&:EMI,;, by 
Rick Whaley with Walter 
Bresette, Foreword by Winona 
LaOuke (272 pp., 1994), ia 
available (S1.0.45j from New 
Society Publishcn.. 4527 
Springfidd Ave , Phila., PA 
19143, 215i382-6543 The book 
documents a comp]ex story of 
treaty and fishing rights, 
environmentill degradation, and 
struggle among Wisconsin's 
Anishinabe Indians. 
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tt• �!.wldfnc Pumlrti & 
Prufc:'i.UOlll! � in a 
Multiculturcl �-," 
sponsored by the Natl. 
MultiCultural Inst., will be hekl 
Nov. U in Wash., DC. Inf. 
from the Inst., 3000 Conn. Ave. 
NW #438; Wash., OC .2C008-
2S56, 'lm/ 483--070:). 

,If "The��: 

Cm\ Wr All� Aloag?"is the 
75th annivmary cont of the 
Southern Regional Council, 
Nov. 17-19 in Atlanta. 
Participants include Julian 
Bond, Anne Braden, Julius 
Chambers, Coretta Scott King, 
Cynthia McKinney, John Lewis, 
Wilham IAlcy & Eva Clayton. 
Inf. from SRC, 134 Peachtree 
St. NW #1900, Atlanta, GA 
30303-1825, 404/522-3764. 

�. "EthnldtJ: Fmmly & 
Coammntiy" is the Y.Mdl &-12, 
1995 conf. of the Natl Amt. for 
Ethnic Studies. Proposals/ 
ahstncts due Oct. 1 to Dr. 
George Junne, Jr., CSERA, CB 
339, Univ. Col, Boulder, CO 
80300, 303/492-
2!!1J7. 

..,_ "W�ItOm:Oemng 
Indlwi-!e &c':,i,J Structmll," 
spOll&ll'ed by the Natl. Conf. 
on Pew:maldng & Conflict 
Resol tnion, will be held May Jb. 
3!!•, l�iS in Minneapolis. Inf. 
from Linda Baron, Geo[g.' 
Mason U., 4400 Univ. Dr., 
Fairfax, VA 22030, 703/934-
5142. Proposals for training 
sessions, seminars, panel 
discussions and other 
pre!lentations due Oct. 1. 

Po�erty/Welfare 
• "An Oreg,oo FeJlll!y in 
Poverty: Folow tk-.l Smida 
&mlly flCRn v,dm: � 
to self��oynwn," 
by John Chylek (9 pp. + app., 
1994), is available (no price 
listed) from Catholic Comm. 
Services, 1095 W. 7th Ave., 
Eugene, OR 97402, 503/34> 
3642. 



"' Earned lncom£ Cr.ldit: The 
Or. on Budget & Policy 
Priorities has �Jc a one­
pager showing the number of 
families receiving EiC and the 
number of EiC dolws received, 
1987--92. Contact the Ctr., m 
N. Capitol St. NE #705, Wash., 
DC 20002, '}J.)2/408-1080. 

� Lib....,, .Bu1k6n is a new, 
free, monthly publication from 
the Ctr. on Social Welfare 
Policy & Law that summarizes 
recent publications, court 
decisions and federal policy 
maierials on welfare issues. 
Contact Ramon Curva at the 
Ctr., 275 Seventh Ave., 6th fl.r., 
NYC, NY locYJl-6708, 212/ 
633-@57 

• ..-Maldlat the Cue fC! a 
St-m li' .. � !ncoI!le T,ix 
Credit: A County by C•.IUl1ty 
?rome ofNt'I? Yock St,1te 
Claim&nu" (12 PP-+ ca. (iO pp. 
of indiv county data, Feb. 1994) 
is available (no price listed) from 
Russ Sykes, State Communities 
Aid Assn .• I Columbia Pl., 
Albany, NY 11207, 518/ 463-
1896. The report was 
imtrwnental in securing passage 
of a NYS EITC beguming in 
Tax Year 1994. 

«· New .Dnct!;,.u/01 
���Jd;."lf Urfl!M .Pcwe:1.)1 is a 
new ncws1cttcr covering 
research, reaources & program 
ideas from the Natl. League of 
Cities' Urban Poverty, Econ. 
Dev. & Cities Project. Likely 
free, from Phyllis Furdell, NLC, 
1301 Penn. Ave_ NW, Wam, 
DC 2lA.'JM., 202/626-3030. 

• "No Work, No W�-e: 
Able-Bodied Mm Oil Q-,e Solift!I 
of Chlcqo-Meeting the 
Em� II.Ud 1'l.'llm•ll8 
Need'I of tlte City's Daldtl!I-!:! 
Men" (SO pp., Aug. 191J3) is 
available (no price listed) from 
The Chicago Inst on Urban 
Poverty, 208 S. LaSalle St. 
# 1818, Oiicago, IL 60(,()4, 
312/629-4500 x4525. 

• "The AdmmklNtkm's 
We1fare Reform P'ro(Josal-T,-.-o 
Y�n • Wbat"(31 pp., Joly, 
1994) is available (no price listed) 
from the Ctr. on Social Wdfarc 
Policy & Law, 275 Seventh 
Aw., 6th Or., NYC, NY 10001-

6708, 212/631-6%7. They also 
have available a� packet 
of materials collected for their 
July, 1994 conference on welfare 
reform: $25. 

• � Clinton Welfare 
Rmim1 P'llt.a: Wil! lt F..acl 
Pove.·ty As We !fuow lt," by 
Robert Haveman & John ICarl 
,Scholz (IRP D�i:.,ion Papec 
#1037-94, July 1994), is available 
!$.3.50) from the Inst. for 
Research on Poverty, 1180 
Obscrvatmy Dr., 3412 Soc. Sci. 
&ldg., Univ. Wiscomin, 
Madison, Wl  53706, WS/U,2,. 
6358. 

� "The lmpova-1..shed Politics 
oH'overty,• � Thomas Sugrue, 
from the Wmter, 1994 J8S1lC of 
the Yale J. of UJW & the 
Humanities, a critical review of 
recent books on wban poverty 
by Lawrence Mead and 
Christopher Jcm:ks, is available 
(with a 524 SASE) from Sugrue, 
Univ. of Penn_, "lJJ7 College 
Hall, Phila., PA 19104-6379, 
21Si89S-0293. 

!t Ibe Ptt:S!dent's Womln!i 
Group 0.1 Weln-u-.i :Rdcml has 
available a 5-� summary of 
the ainton reform proposal. 
Available (likely free) from the 
Office of the A&rt. Sec. for 
Planning & Eval., HHS, 200 
Independence Ave. SW #404E. 
Wash., DC 1m.01. 

C "Un.dmlb!nclng the Clnton 
Weh'eJMl:TemPreptnty 
Prevmtion & Te:m hrtll,m, • by 
Jodie Levin-Epstein (IS pp., Joly 
1994), is available (no price 
listed) from the Ctr. for Law & 
SOCJal Policy, 1616 P St NW 
#150, Wash., DC 20036, 
1/J2/328-5140 

� "U� the Clinton 
Wdfa..re llill: Two Yeau and 
Work,• by Mark Greenhcrg (37 
pp., July 1994), is available (no 
price listed) from the Ctr. for 
Law & Social Policy (see above 
item). 

lll "Welfiare & Out-Of-Wed!ock. 
Births: A Restsn:h Summaay" is 
a 2-pq:r disputing the 
contention that welfare is a 
major came of out-of-w«lloclc 
births. The statement, designed 
to refute the claims of Charks 

Murray and others, was signed 
by a veritable "who's who" of 
the social science n:scarch 
community, including Elijah 
Anderson, Rebecca Biank, Larry 
Bobo, Martha Burt. Sheldon 
Dam,ger, Greg Duncan, Ren 
Farley, Irv Garfmlrel, Peter 
Gottschalk, Robert Haveman, 
Jennifer Hocbschild, 
Ouistopher Jencks, Alfml 
Kahn, Jeff Lehman, R.icl:wd 
Nathan, Melvin Oliver, lee 
Rainwater, Gary Sandefur, 
Theda Skocpol, Marta Tltllda, 
and Wilham Julius Wilson We'll 
send a copy with a SASE. 

" "Wd&re P'L°UT.!l Propo&d!, 
Brief Descripdom." by Vtt. 
Burke of the C'.ongrcmonal 
RcscaJCh �. describes and 
compami the 24 welfare reform 
bills introduoed in the 103rd 
Congress (through July IS}. The 
SI-page document(� 
EPW) is available through your 
Congxesiri.onal representative. 

� "Am.flea's Wr,z oo 
Poverty: is a new 5-hour 
documentary by Hcruy 
Hampton's Blackside production 
company. It will be aired. on 
public t.v. J:.n. 16-IS. Inf. from 
Betty Higgins at Blackside, 486 
Shawmut Ave., Boston, MA 
02118-1863, 6t 7 / 492-2m 
x3869. 

Community 
Organizing 
• Wmbir:Prof:t'e#.thc 
premiere issue of which � 
June, 1994. is a .. quartedy report 
on progressive innovat10ns, 
intaventions and initiati-w:s" 
from progressive organizations. 
$'1D/yr. from the Applied 
Research Or., 25 Embarcadero 
Cove, Oakland, CA 94<,06. 

Criminal Justice 
G In Spa a/ .fnnoct;,c,e: 
Em»ttm.a Cmrvtdf.IN&r in 

Capital Ct.lll!S', by Michael 
Radelct, Hugo Adam l¼dau & 
Constance Putnam (399 pp., 
Sept 19'14), lS now available m 
pb ($16.95), -with en expanded 
preface to the origine.11992 hb, 
from Noi:thcastem Univ. Press, 
3M Huntington Ave .. 272RN, 
Boston, MA 02115, 617/37>-
5481. Part II of the 4-part book, 

"Pride & Prejudice," foeu&'ICS on 
t.'te :racial dimension of the 
problem. 

• "'PoJlcins the � 
Ulldatlaa: The Polltlcs ol. uw 
& Lct·w Eufo.."lllffleot," by 
SOCiologwt (and PRRAC 
grantee) William Chambliss, 11 

an 18-page aruc!e from the May, 
1994 Social Problems. Reprints 
from Prof .. Chambliss, Dept. 
Sociology, George Washington 
Univ., 2129 G St NW, Wash., 
DC20052. 

e "The Ecology of Jodke• i., 
the Spring 1994 .isr.-ue of In 
Context, "a quarterly of humane 
sustainable culture ... The �page 
�uc contains stories from 
people and programs that an: 
working to stop crime in 
unusual and effectrvc ways, 
providing tools that can bclp put 
an end to the nabon's cycle of 
violence. $6 from th(; Context 
Inst, PO Box 11470, Bainbridge 
Island, WA 98110, 800/ 
IN-CONTEXT. 

r,i "Wcmm in Ca1:fo..DP. 
Prisons: Hidden Victims of the 
Wn on Drup," by Barbara 
Bloom, Meda Otesney Lind & 
Barbara Owen, is a IO-page. 
May 1994 report, $3 from the 
Ctr_ on Juvenile & Criminal 
Justice, 1622 Folsom St., 2nd 
flr., SF, CA 94103, 415/621� 
5661. 

,:, "WOIIIIII In the Crimiml 
lmdce Symm'":i& the tru:me of 
an upcoming issue of Concrete 
Gardens. the Journal pubhshcd 
by the SUNY-Buffalo Dept. of 
Amer. Studies (their Attica 
commemorative symposwm was 
listed in the previous issue of 
P&R) They are collecting 
writmgs for the issue; contact 
June License at the Dept., 1010 
Clemen& Hall, Box 604630, 
SUNY, Buffalo, NY 142(,0-4630, 
716/645-2543. 

Economic/ 
Community 
Development 
� "CommunHy Remvatmmt 
Ad Psform;.!ICa Etduation 
RatlnpofSa� �­
is available (may be free} from 
Gwendolyn Gregg-Cauthen, 
OffJCC of Thrift SupeIVisi.on, 
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1700 G St. NW, Wa,b., DC 
2055:Z, 202/906-7084. 

� Tkc Unthrb-diy o/ tilt! US 
Eca.w."tfY: Joi;� & tlte 
P�ofWan\in 
A�, by David Dembo & 
Ward Morehouse (46 pp,, 1994), 
is available ($5) from Apex 
Press, m UN Plaza, NYC, NY 
10017, 800/316-Z739. 

� Jobsjor AU: A Planjor d,,e 
R�of Ame.dca, by· 
Sheila Collins, Helen l,achs 
Ginsburg & Trudy Schaffner 
Goldberg (136 pp., 1994), is 
available ($12) from Apex Press 
(see iteni above). 

e .. More fCT Our Money: A 
Primer OD PubUc :l)q)cJa. 
l'rop1:ms" (1994) is available 
($JO govt./univ./nonprofits, $20 
othen) from The Woodstock 
lnst, 407 S. Dearborn #550, 
Chicago, IL f,0(()5, 
312/427-8070. 

• NCRC R�IL 
C�is a new bi­
monthly newsletter (no price 
listed) from the Natl. ComnL 
Reinvestment Coalition. 1875 
Conn. Ave. NW #1010, Wash., 
DC 2000'J.4728, 202/986-7898. 

• "Pmerty & :Economic 
I?ffelopn:lfflt: View& W-'1IID City 
Hall" (30 pp., July 1�4) is 
available (SIS) from the Natl. 
League of Cities Publications 
Ctr., PO Box 491, Annapolis· 
Junction, MD 20701, 301/725-
4299 

.,. S«tlon 3 J°1.eporta is a new 
iv�n of the Sect.ion 3 
Monitoring Project. (Sec. 3 ,of 
the I 968 Hsng. &. Urban Dev. 
Act is designed to assure that 
economic opportunities 
generated by federally-funded 
housing coostn.:tion, rehab and 
other public COMtruction 
projects arc directed to the 
greatest extent feasible toward 
low- and VCIY low-income 
persons, particularly l'tCIJ)ICllts of 
government houmig assistance.) 
The newsl.etta JS available 
(appamitly free) from the 
Project. 2 S. Easton Rd., 
Glenside. PA 19038, l15/ 
572-7300. 

.. "The Empty Promk� The 
EEOC&. llilpuaal" (April 

1994) is available ($12.50) from 
the Natl. Council of La Rua, 
810 Fll"St. St. NE#'300, Wash., 
DC 20002, 202/289-1380. 

«> TM Stall t¥ WarA:inz 
AJJWht, lfJIU.95, by Lawrence 
Mishel & Jared Bernstem (367 
pp., Dec. 1994), is a new 
Economic Policy Inst book. 
Pn(% unavail. at this time. Order 
from M.E ShaJpe, 800/.541-
6563. 

& "Where Are the Jom?" is the 
pmm:diDl!,'l nfthe National 
Governors' Assn.'s Nov. 1993 
employment & training conf., 
which explores a strategy leading 
to quality, high-payingjobe for 
all worms .. S8 from NGA 
Pubs., PO Box 42], Annapolis 
Junction, MD 20701, 301/ 
49S-3738. 

• Ricbatl $dmurun Paµ on 
COIIIIDU7Dty Oevelopmmt: A 
$2500 sopend will be awarded to 

a community development 
practitioner to write a paper and 
present it at the Jwic. 19!)5 Tufts 
Univ. Management & Comm. 
De\a·. lnst J\pplicatjons (from 
Ruth Gore, 617 /627-3549) due 
Oct. 14. 

it "l!Jlm:inc C0111111Ur.g 
Deve!opm.eot Home" is the 
1994 annual conference of the 
Natl. Congress for Community 
Economic Development, Oct. 
S-3 in Chicago. Speakers 
include Commerce Sec. Ron 
Brown. Sen. Carol Moseley­
Braun and MacArthur 
Foundation President Adele 
Simmons. Inf from NCCED, 
1875 Conn. Ave. NW, #524, 
Wam., DC 20000, 202/234-
5()()1) .  The Congress also has 
available a publications list . 

6 "Community Remveatment 
& Fa UDdtng: Into aw list 
Cenmry," spousomJ by the NY 
Law School, will be held Od. 7 
in NYC. Inf. from Prof. Rick 
Manioo, 57 Worth St., NYC, 
NY 10013-2%0, 212/431-2180. 

,. The Natl. Alm. of Comm. 
Dev. Loan Funds is holding its 
10th annual traimng conf., Oct. 
1M7 in Newark. Inf. from the 
Assn., 924 Chary St., 3rd fir., 
Phila. PA 19107-2405, 
215/923-4754. 

• Leadmhlp & M&f. Prop:tii 
for Community-�a,d 
Development is a capacity­
building program of the 
I:)evelopmcnt Training Inst. (Joe 
McNeely, Dir.) The application 
deadline for the Wmter program 
ha!; passed, but the Spnng 
program (F'eb. 27-M.'!l'Cb S and 
1.-ay 15-ll) has :.t Dec. 5 
deadline. 011 covers pro(;TilI!l 
oosts, partu:ipants and thc:tr 
organizations must raillt travel, 
meals and lodging funds. 
C'.ontact Ema Perkins, D11, 
2500 Macyland Ave., Baltimore, 
MD 21218, 410/338-2512 xlS2. 

Education 

1$ ll!mJtJ1own is a new series 
from YouthActi.on, 1830 
Conn. Ave. NW, Wash., DC 
200'.l'J, 202/4&3-1432 It's a 
"new resource for young 
activists, written by youth. for 
youth." 1be first issue is on 
"1b.reats to Education," 
"designed to alert young 
readers to the current political 
trends that tlucatcn to 
undermme the ability of ow­
public education system to 
nurture de1m.--cracy " It appears 
to be free, with donations 
requested 

., ,..Juildinl Villages to lb!le 
Our Oukmn" is a set of 6 ca. 
(,()..page 1993 guides presenting 
community-based, family­
supporuve "villages" that 
coordinale health, education & 
social services for children and 

· families. S3S.9Sts/b. 
"Reinventmg Systems: 
Collaborations to Support 
Families" (96 pp., 1994) 
examines struggles and solutions 
to achieving bmad ref01ms in 
state b\ll'CIWCraQCS (in CA, OJ, 
NM & WV); S7.SO+sf h. .. Path& 
to School Rcadmess. An In­
Depth Look at Three Early 
Ouldhood Programs (114 pp., 

1993) profib school-based 
comprehensm: family support 
programs in CT, OJ, & FL; 
$10.95-ts/h. All from the 
Harvard Family Research 
Project.. 38 Concord Ave., 
Cambridge, MA 02138, 617 / 
495-9108. 

" "C-ore Concepts of Reform, .. 
by William Slotnik, Ex. Dir. of 
the Comm Traimng & 
Asmstarx:e Ct!., a 3-page article 
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from the I.le,c. 1993 issue of The 
Executive .EducaJDr, ,.deacribes 
the core concepts behind 
er AC's organizational 
assessment approach to true 
systemic school refonn." It's 
available (likely free) from 
Slotnik at CT AC, 30 Wj.nter St, 
Boston, MA 02108, 617/423-
1444. 

• ?LAN (Pmh Limacy 
Action Now) has a publications 
list available: 1332 G St. SE, 
Wash., DC 20Cil3, '11J2/ 547-
8903. 

._ "Retwnking 0... 
Cla&voc>ms: 'l�ching for F.quity 
I:. Jnstice" is the special 208-pag,e 
July, 11"14 issue of Rethinking 
Schools. $6 from RS, 1001 E. 
Keefe Ave., Milwaukee, WI 
53212, 414/964-9646. (Two other 
special issues of RS are 
"Rethinking Columbus" and 
"Why School Vouchen 
Thn:aten Our Children's 
Future.j 

$ "The Condition or 
Edllmtion in Run.I Schools," 
JO)'<X", D. St.em, ed. (140 pp., 
June 1994), ls a product of the 
US Dept. of Education's Office 
of F.ducabonal R.esearcb & 
Improvement. It'& for sale (no 
price listed) from the US Govt. 
Printing Office, Supt of 
Documents, Mail Stop: SSOP, 
Wash., DC 20402-9328. 

� TI� &mini Proled on 
&he,.,� 0.,..'"epb (Gary 
Otfield, Dir.) has available 
&everal publications: "'Still 
Separate, Still Unequal: The 
Limits of Mt/Jildn ll's 
F.ducational Compensation 
Remedies." by Jmeph Fe1dman. 
&!ward Kirby & Susan Eaton 
(65 pp., April 1994); "Money, 
Choice & Eqwty m Kansas aty; 
M8Jor Investments with Mociem 
Returns," by Alison Morantz (34 
pp., April 1994); •Reeegregation 
in Norfolk, VA: Does Restoring 
Neighborhood Schools Worl1,"' 
by Christina Meldrum & Susan 
F.aton (62 pp., May 1994); 
"Slipping T awards Segregation: 
Local Control & Erodmg 
I>esegregation in Montgomery 
County, MD," by Susan Eaton 
(82 pp., Aug. 1994). Each report 
is $10, from The Pro,JCCt, 
Gutman Library. Rm. 446, 6 
Appian Way, Harvard Grad. 



School of Educ., Cambridge, 
MA02138, 617i496-6367. 
Another of their reports, "The 
Growth of Segregation in 
America's Schools," is free. 
Planned f� Fall release are 
rq,orts on desegregation effort& 
in Prince George's C.ounty, MD 
and Owlotte, NC. 

Environment 

• "Report ll0 the [Aid 1"3) 
futmaitb Hemnp on Toxii: 
· Poi1onnp in COJDnH.mi1q of 
Co!«-" (21) pp.) is available ($5 
indi\t., $7 inst.) from SoutbWcst 
Chg. Proj., 211 10th St. SW, 
Albuquerque, NM 87102, SOS/ 
247-8832. Their "deluxe 
packase" ($15 indiv., $20 inst.) 
also includes a 30-minute video 
of the heann,s plus SWOP's 4 
cnviromncntal justice booklets. 

('t "'l"oldc: \'i"11m1.ut Race 
!le\"'�" by Benjamin 
Goldman & Laura Fitton (17 
pp., 19.94), is an update � the 
1987 report on the racial and 
socioeconomic characteristics of 
commwutics with lwantous 
waste sites. sa> from the Ctr. for 
Policy Altematives, J87S Conn. 
Ave. NW #7IO, Wash., DC 
'1l009, 202/387-6030. CPA mo 
has available a publications list. 

!t 'The Sup:- aw Cb'ltt'!' is 
IookinJ! for an academic, creden­
tiabl public health type who can 
help them wmpile/collt:d data 
on the health risb of a proposed 
woodwaste incinerator in Flint, 
MI (which will bum lead-baicd 
painted demolition wood), and 
analyze the data aa:ording to the 
dem�mc makeup of thoae at 
risk. Contact Kaiy Moss at the 
Or., 2915 C'.adillac Tower, 
Detroit, MI 48226, 313/ 
962-6540. 

!§ "Cre:!:tin& Conurlu:afy 
� Aa'OSI Amerka 
19N" will be held Nov. ?6-19 in 
Silver SPJiu& MD. Inf. from the 
Comm. Sustainability Resounic 
Inst., PO Box I 1343, Takoma 
Park, MD 20913, 301/588-7227. 

FamUles/Chlldren/ 

Women 

Cl, CHd f?�R4"f11t: 
Pttd::olSol-.... Jor. 
Prof� is a monthly 

newsletter; $149/ yr., but fme 
sample copy available, from PO 
Box 5000, lob, WI 54945, 
715/ 445-SOOO. 

it Dirlplaeed ll!omemt.km Ctr. 
�'1�!Dp!dm C.Cmty is 
"b...-ginning to dewlop strategies 
which IICtivdy invom and 
� memb..'"1'8 in the 
process of we1fare reform. We 
are currently in.lM- pw:cas of 
a>llccting su&IJCSliom about the 
best way to do so ... Contart 
YJmi Patrizio at DHC, 301 S. 
Geneva St:, Ithaca, NY 14850. 
<m I 'Z12-lS'JD. 

Cl "Dfflwtnc Sm:agili hm 
I>lvfnty:ElfactlveSa-Ylcab 
CIIM.-, Youth & Fadn'" is 
available ($18) from Calif. 
Tomonow, Fort Mason Ctr. 
Wdg. !), SF, CA 94123, 415/ 
441-7631. Two other reports 
from them are: .. Affirming 
Children's Roots: Cultural & 
Linguistic Diversity in Early 
� & Eduution"($l4) and 
WJ'hc Unfmisbcd Journey; 
Restructuring Schools in a 
Divase Society" ($24). 

• Eq,u! M,-rs. a publication 
of the Ms Foundation for 
Women, is a triennial.journal 
..dedil;'3tcd to informing and 
networking women and gir.ls on 
economic is$ues that impact 
their lives.• Subs. are $24 indivs., 
$40 insts. from Box M, 2512 9th 
St #3, Berkdey, CA 94710-9902, 
SIO/ 549-9931. 

• "Joils & The Gam Gap: 
ThehllJw:tmS1n!dunl 
Change on Worker ?my, 1934-
lffl,,. by Maureen Steinbrw.ier 
& James Medoff (5 pp. + tables, 
May 1994), is available (no price 
listed) from the ar. for Natl. 
Policy, One Mau Ave. NW 
#333, Waah., DC 10001, 
202/682-1800; they also have 
available a p•1blications list. 

0 The National Coundl fol' 
Resairdl oa Women is a 
member organization of 
university-based research centers, 
national policy organiw.ions 
and educational co� of 
women and girls. Inf. on their 
functions and publications from 
M.ary Ellen Capek, Exec. Dir., 
530 Broadway, 10th fir., NYC, 
NY 10012, 212/274-0730. The 
premier issue of tbciJ' /s$Ue3 

Quarterly was on sexual 
harusment. 

� The Natl. Raourc:e Or. for 
Youtll Sevm has a catalogue 
of publications and tapes, 
training programs, etc. They're 
at the Uoiv. of Oklahoma 
College of Contin. &tuc., 202 
W. 8 St., Tulsa, OK 74119-1419, 
918/585-2986. 

� 1be R.w!bow Ndlonal · 
Reclml 0ll1' Youth CnB!l:de 
(Jesse Jackson, Founder; Angela 
Davis, Exec. Dir.) is "working to 
build a broad coalition to create 
a youth support system within 
neighborhoods across the 
nation." They have available a 
one-page Goals & �ion 
Statement and video, "Seard>. 
Session on Violence" ($29.95). 
Contact them al the Citiz.enship 
:Educ. Fund, 1700 JC. St. NW 
#802, Wash., DC 20006, 
'JD2/ 'l!Xx,7'1l,. 

(9 'fl� Roltndtable OIi 
Comprebendve Comnumity 
lntt'.ilitm:s fn- (]lldren and 
Families waa formed in 1992 "to 
bring toGeth,er key part1c:tpants 
in the most promising initiatives 
to� lessons they arc 
learning-as they arc being 
learned." It recently was 
transferred from the Natl. 
Academy of Science to the 
Aspen Inst. Co-chairs are 
Lisbeth Schon of the Harvard 
Proj. on Effi:aive Services and 
Harold Richman of the Chapin 
Hall Ctr. for ChiJdreo at the 
Univ. of Chu:ago. Ex. Dir .  is 
Anne Kubisch. former deputy 
director of the Ford 
FoWlC!ation's Urban Poverty 
Program;-345 E. 46 St., NYC, 
NY 10017, 212/697-1226 

e FromS-4lloJrlsto.Bdot 
Baxa, by M� Brodkin & 
Coleman Advocata for 
Children & Youth (98 pp., 
1994), reports on San 
Francisco's landmark campaign 
to fWld children's semces. 

Availablfi'(no price listed) from 
CACY, 2li01 Mission St. #804, 
SF, CA 94110, 415/641-4362. 
Coleman is also ho!dmg 2 
symposia on the campaign; Oct. 
14 in Wash., DC and Oct. 28 in 
SF. 

9 "Yolllh & Adal1s: Weamg 
the Fu,ure: Sympoeium '95," 

sponsored by the Natl 
Network of Runaway & Youth 
Services, will be held Jan. 29-
Feb. l in Wash., DC. Inf. from 
the Network, 1319 F St. NW 
#401. Wash., DC 20!.l04, 
202/783-7949. 

Me�!th 

6 "'4H,OOOB�wil:h 
10,.4.16,000 Womn at Rhk 
T�y: The o�isbhlc Jlt..adtn 
of lfflilth hrsw-.mce• (1 I pp. + 
app., June, 1994) is available 
(SIO) from Families USA. 
1334 G St NW, Wash, DC 
20(,'0S, 202/628-3030. 

• "Doi.nc Wilhot..d! The 
&ai!'ias FlilDllb rthke to 
Prmida HODII! eue•(21 pp. + 

app., July l�) is available 
(SlO) from Families USA (see 
1tem above). 

<$ "D�l!lladui 
Mure Prom to earu:." was the 
headline of a lhort report in the 
Health section of the June 19 
Wash. Post. The study reported 
is "Qmccr Differentials Among 
us B1acb and Whites; 
Quantitative Estimates of 
Sociocconomie>Rdated Risks, w 

by Kevin Gorey & John Vena, 
m the March, 19114 Journal of 
the Natl. Medical Amr. Reprints 
available (likely free) from Dr. 
Oorey, Univ. of Wmdsor School 
of Social Work, 401 SUl\liCl, 
Wind6or, Ontario, Canada, 
519/253-4232 .x3064. Dr, Gorey 
and bis colleagues expect, during 
the next year or two, lo publish 
�JO additional articles, in peer­
reviewed Journals, on socio­
economic ini:quality, ra0e and 
public health. 

• "Fm! Alcohffl S}ID'ome: 
Tbe Impact on Chldrmll 
Ability to Lean· (34 pp., July 
1994) is available (S5) from the 
Natl. Health/Educ. Consortium, 
c/ o Inst. for F.cluc. leadership, 
1001 Conn. Ave. NW #310, 
Wash., DC 20036, 202/822-
8405; they also have available a 
publications hst. 

� "Health Cme Debfb, 1� 
New Fnmewmb r.. QwJae• is 
the speaal Spring; I9'J4 is.1ue of 
Social Policy. The subsequent 
issue will deal with •Movement 
Agendas" for hea1th care. Subs. 
to the quarterly are $2{1, from 
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Rm. 1212, 33 W. 42 St., NYC, 
NY 10036. Social Policy bas just 
received the I� UINE Reader 
Alternative Press Award for best 
Special Interest Magazine. 

• "Hur1ios: in LU Hesrtmlrl: 
Migrant & � Farm­
wru-ke:s UMer Natietlll He.dth 
Reform," by Joel. Oiringer (18 
pp., July l994J, is available (no 
price listed) from the Rural 
Health Advocacy Inst., 1 HiO 
Marsh St. #114, San Luis 
Obwpo, CA 93401, 805/ 
544-7997. 

c. "Mma.id �te Reports, 
FY 1992,"from the Amer. 
Academy of Pediatrics, contains 
the most current data avail.able 
on the program; state, regional 

& natl statistics on children's 
health, infant mortality, prenatal 
care and chanu:tcmtics of the 
program, its recipients aDd its 
costs. Single state repons are 
free, a complete set of the 50 
stat:s -t- DC is $25; phone Pat 
Rogers, 800/433-9016 x7626 
Further inf. about the reports 
from Beth Yudowsky at the 
A.AP, 708/981'-7946. 

• "The H� � of 
Womm of Cob-," mted in the 
last �sue, had the wrong 
address. The 52-page, J994 re­
port by Wilhelmina Leigh w 
available ( still no price listed) 
from the Women's Research & 
Educ. IDSt., but they're ai 1700 
(not 1800 as mishsted) 18th St. 
#400, Wash., DC 20009, 
.202/328-7070. 

<11 "Unity Tbrour,h Diversity: 
De ConummitifJI of Cob­
� Roandt:mle"is a 
report from the Healthy 
Mothers, Healthy Babies 
Coalition, highlighting maternal 
and child health issues from the 
perspectives of communities of 
color. Free from HMHB, 409 12 
St SW, Wash., DC2(!024-2188, 
W2/ 863-2458. 

"' "Wr>fflfnt: �te Low­
lnt.ome Subddy Dedpt Cao 
Cwse Prohlemt fw Health Care 
Ret�m,"by David Super, 
Rob<:rt Greenstem & Laura 
Summer (80 pp. June 1994), is 
available ($12) from the Ctr. on 
Budget & Policy Priorities, n1 
N. Capitol St. NE #705, Wash., 
DC 20002, 202/-408-1080. A $3 
Summazy also is avail.able. 

Homelessness 

l{t "Broodenm� Penpedms 
on H�" is special 
issue (vol 37, no. 4) of 
American JJehavi<JraJ &ienrut, 
eds. David Snow &. M. G-.::rald 
Bndford. Among the 
contributors'. ICim Hopper, 
Jun Baumohl, Luisa Stark, 
Gary Blasi, $14 from Sage 
Pubs., 2455 Teller Rd., 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91320, 
805/ 499-0721. 

@ •Lc,_,m:;111 Ab-oot 1� 
Chidreu, Yooth & Families: A 
Trachlng Gwde" (1994) is 
available ($5) from the Atlantic 
St. Ctr., 2103 Atlantic St., 
Seattle, WA 98144, '11'/j / 3'19-
W50. 

JI ,.Li(e-lme & Five-year 
�� of� in 
the US," by Bruce Link, Ezra 
Susser, Ann Stuc-ve, Jo Phelan, 
Robert Moon: & Ehner 
Struemng of Columbia Univ., is 
a national self-reporting sw-vey 
showing the magnitude of the 
problem to be far greater than 
previoUA enumerations bad 
shown'. 5.7 million peop� were 
homeless over a 5-year p,.:riod, 
13.5 million people at some 
point in their life! The 21-page + 
tables study JS avllllable (no pnce 
listed) from lead author link, 
Box 47, 722 W. 168 St., NYC, 
NYHID2 

� •More 'l'Mn Shelter: A 
Mmm-d on Tou'Gfflonal 
:a:ousmg" (1994) is available 
($15) from the Worn.m's �nst. for 
Housing& F.con Dev., 179 
South St., Boston, MA 021 ll, 
617 / 423-2296, 

� "Spomorinc ,! Tn:mffioncl 
Home for 1he Hmmless: A � 
by-step !-widliook fou Rdigjom 

& Colllrnllllity (}rallm.niom" 
(80 pp., Feb. 1993) is available 
(no prioe listed) from The Gtr. 
Phila. Urban Affairs Coal., 121 
N. Broad St., 6th fir., Phila., PA 
19107, 215/977-2fllJO. 

@'! 1be Sean/F'bil Collins 
Gram Pm!PID to End 
� will make awards 
(up to $25,000) to nonprofits, 
with emphasis on programs tha1 
a.,sist families with children, 
national nrganintiollll are not 
eligible. At least $500,000 will be 

awarded. Applications are due 
Oct. 14 and application requests 
must be in writing. to the Natl. 
Alliance to End Homelessness, 
15)8 K. St. NW #206, Wash., 
DC20005. 

-v "Moot.ls fot the Future" is a 
2--day wodahop on service-­
enriched permanent housing. 
hosted by Beyond Shelter, Nov. 
J-4 in Washington, DC. Inf. 
from Natalie Profant, Beyond 
Shelter, -w32 Wtlshire Blvd. 
#SOI, LA, CA 90010, 
213/252-0793. 

Housing 
ol "Ffu"Iamhmpy & The 
lfomq Crim: Owity O!' 
J..aice?," by Peter Dreier (40 
pp., June 1994), is available 
(probabfy free) from Prof. 
Dreier, Occidental College 
Intemtl & Public Affaini Ctr., 
LA, CA 90041, 213/259-2913. 

� Torttnts' il.lgrds to Uti&Sy 
Sl!l'Via is a new 208-page 
manual from The Nail. 
Consumer Law Ctr., 18 
Tremont St. #400, Boston, MA 
02I 08, 617/523-8010. $(i(). 

• "Im State of the Nll.tion\i 
Hc-wmg: 1994"(32 pp.) is 
available (no price listed) from 
Harvard'sJt.Ctr.for Housing 
Studies. Cambridge, MA 02138, 
617 / 495-7908. 

ei ,.We"te Power Togetmr" is a 
new 23-min. video, from the 
Comm. for Boston Public 
Housing, showing the many 
positive aspects of public 
housing communities. SIS ($10 
for low-income mg/indivs.) 
from CBPH, 100 Terrace St., 
Suite B, Roxbury, MA 021W, 
617/427-3556. 

" "Wont Cate Needs for 
Housmg Assi.mmce in the US w. 
199-3 .md 1991" (44 pp., June 
1994) is a Report to C.Ongress 
from HUD's Office of Policy 
Dev. & Research. Probably 
available from them free: Wash., 
DC20410. 

to Fwr Housing PJannina In 
�: A series of six 2 1/ 2-
day symposia has been 
organized by HUD's Fair 
Housing Inf. Clearinghouse. 
Only one (Atlanta) will take 

18 • Poverty & Race • Vol 3, No. 5 • September/October 1994 

place after this issue of P&R 
aIIM&--0..--t. 17-19. CollUtei # is 
800/329-7466. The already-held 
ones, and the cont.act numbers 
for follow-up inf., were: 
Chicago, Aug. 23-25, 800/233-
1234; Hartford, Aug. 29-31, 
300/333-3333;St.Louis,Sept. 
12-14, 314/231-8100; Sept. 21-
23, 415/873-3550; San Antonio, 
Sept. 26-28, 800/648-4462. 

@ "The Fust N:a:tiorel Com. 
on Bmlimc JI<� 11 :w. Ami• 
Pa-,'ldy Sttatqy" will be held 
Oct. �22 in DC. Participants 
include Henry Cisneror., Roberta 
Achtenberg. and Micbael 
Stegman from HUD, Ilcnjamin 
Chavm, PRRAC Board 
members James Gibson (Urban 
Inst.) and William Taylor 
(Leadership Conf. Educ. Fund.), 
Nancy Denton of SUNY­
Albany, Katen· Hill of the 
Yonkers Fair Housing 
Implementation Office, James 
Johnson of UNC, Alexander 
Polikoff o1 BPI, Jamt:> 
Rosenbaum of Northwestern, 
and Geo[8C Peterson of the 
Urban Inst. Logistical inf./ 
registration from Natalie Shear, 
1629 K St. NW #802, Wash., 
DC 200-'.)6, 800/833-1354. Prog. 
inf from C'.arolyn Farrow­
Garland, 804/978-1986. 

� � JS-94 NtAA!I. Community 
Lnnd Tn� Conf., sponsored by 
the lnst. for Comm. &ions., will 
1:-: held Nov. 3-5 in Hartford. 
Inf from Julie Orvis, ICE, 57 
School St., Springfield, MA 
01105-1331, 413/746-8650. 

Rural 

t,) Brokt:nH� 1�R� 
of Ammm!J.Rns.ndGkto, by 
Osha Gray Davidson, is 
available ($12) from Anchor 
Books, li66 Fifth Ave., NYC, 
NY 10103. 

• C9.111m is a periodical from 
the Southern Rural 
Development Ctr. ''for 
edUCl'�J'&, researt:heB, 
practitioners, local officials and 
private citizens interested in 
improving the quality of life in 
small communitiei, and rural 
areas of the South." Free, from 
the Ctr., Box 9656, Miss. St., 
MS 39762-9656, 601/325-3W7. 



Jobs/Fellowshipw 
Grants 
• USC bas several op:nings: 
Propun_ Dil-'.tctor, �-­
ll'mtram Olbr �), 
and As. Prop-am Offi:.t\l' 
(rubm:as); resumes to S;mdra 
R.oscnblith, use, 1825 J( SL 
NW #9(1), Wash., DC 20006. 
Prosnm Officer (Milmt"); 
resume/ ltr. to Oairc Raley, Gu·. 
Miami use, 1390 Brickell Ave. 
#270, Miami, FL 33131. 
Propun Directo.- (Man V.JkJ); 
n:sumc/ltr. to rucbard Mason. 
USC, 733 Third Ave., 8th fir., 
NYC, NY 10017, 212/455-9800. 
�· hblc � linking pot.:y m;,;an:b and political 
theory to grassroots environ­
mental, sooial jusbce and union 
efforts, are awilable at the 
Grassroots Policy Pro,ect 
{headed by Richard Healey) for 
Fall. 1994. Full time, stip.:nd 
available, typically for 3-4 month 
period. Reaume/hr. to Intern 
Coord., GPP, 2040 S St. NW 
#203, Wash., DC XOOJ, 
202/387-2933. 
@ The Ce.it,r h Cooummiity 
Otaag@ is hiring an 
Ot�D� 
Sp<�� to llJCICll5C the 
capacity of MmmlJnity-based 
organiz.ations in low-income 
oommunities. Resurm:freu.f 
sahuy exp:ctations to Dir. Adm. 
Services, CCC, 1000 Wl.SCOIISlll 
Ave. NW, Wash., DC 'lfAXrl, 
202/ 342-0519. 
" The Clri.mse Comm. 
HO<llllml Co.p. is look:iDg for a 
�� of l'r-opL"lJ NJ,r�'e­
m::at. Low-mid $50s. Resume/ 
ltr. to CCHC, 1525 Grant Ave., 
SF, CA 94133-3323, att: DPM. 

@ 11i: c� ToliDinl & 
• ........., Or. is seeking a 
Dire,dc>.;r o! Comnnmlty 
lkv� and a Sr. Allot.­
Comm. 'il:'ff. &. Co:rd. or r4 
Inf'. Ctr. CTAC is a 14-year old 
minority-controlled OigllDl7.ati.on 
that develoJJ5 leadership, 
planning & � skills 
within low-income urban 
communitic:s.Rcsumc/ltr.to 
CT AC, 30 Winter SL, Boston, 
MA 02108, 617 /423-1444. 

F� S�� and an 
Akollol?olcRsAl.,c,mte.Ltr. 
of interest/ raume to Hmnan 
Resoun:es Mgr., CSPI, 1875 
Conn. Ave. NW #300, Wash., 
OC 20009-5728, 202/392-9110. 
61 � ar. on SoGo.J wemn 
Po?ky &, uw has a p.L/temp. 
position as N-a! Ini:. CunfiM&D 
Coon1lmJor around the welfare 
reform ch!bate. $20-30/hr., ca. 15 
hrs./ wk. Ltr./resume/ writing 
sample to Outreach C.oord. 
Hiring. 1029 Vermont Ave. NW 
#850, Wa.sh., DC 20005-3592. 

� r.ae IIOOll Employefal & 
Rw..s�m � hderntt,d. 
Umoo is scckin& a U.mm 
� Amly'..t for a 
corporate :resean:h & contract 
campaign in Las Vegas. Resume 
to HERE Rcscarch Dept., 2500 
Wtlshire Blvd. #1010, LA, CA 
90057, 213/368-0750. 
� 'The ]\fatl. Hw,lth Ia.w 
� 11! seeking a S1mi 
Afrowey for its Wash., OC 
office. Resume to Laun:ru:e 
Lavin, NHLP, � S. la 
Cienega Blvd., LA, CA 90034, 
310/204-6010. 
• T'de NEtl. Wom,;g\ Ulf 
Ctr. is seeking a Semor Coomel. 
Resume to VP Admin./Fm., 
NWLC, 1616 P Sl NW #100, 
Wash., DC 20036, ']J.)2/ 
328-51(,(J. 
• RUD':. Office ofF!tir 
H:owb& & F,p,l OjlllOfflDty 
bas 2 separate _iob openings for 
� �J)sts. Position #I 
calls for knowledge of property 
lending issues and the mortgage 
lending procas. Position #2 calls 
for knowledge of property 
insuranre i&<laes and the 
insurance underwriting �­
Maximum grade potential. f01 
both 'is GS-B. Apply immcd. to 
Greg�um:s, 202/708-2904 

�, Tb!.? Pll!l'tnenhip Im 
Neigbbomood mldstives is 
scelcing a P.� Dlnctor for its 
work in building healthier, more 
competent communities in six 
low-income neigbborbood!l in 
Palm Beach County. 53g..w,OO)_ 
1.Ar./rcsurrr./3 ltrs. ofn:c. by 
Oct. 10 to Tmna Wiles, PNI, 
26(){1 Quantum Blvd., Boynton 
Beaclt, FL 33426, 407 / 6244960. 

Miscellaneous 
._ c�c�&sllks 
Lepl Ptw.-dlt.f!'I SUf,t3J is an 11-
volume set (Sales of Goods & 
Services. Fair Debt Collection, 
Consumer Class Actions, USUIY 
& Consumer Credit Regulation, 
R.epossasions,Cn:dit 
Discrimination, Unfair & 
Deceptive Acts & Practices, 
etc.), from the Natl Consumer 
law Or., 18 Tremont St., 
Boston. MA 02108, 617/523-
8010. Prices ofindiv. volumes 
range from $50-90, $672 for 
entire set. 

l!l A S-page article by Mike 
Hudson, •Rc.1.Jdn' the hood: 
Hw.- Wd !)tr-eft fak.es from the 
r-001 md ,.Wti.! ·UJ tbt deb," from 
the July/ August Mother Jones, 
is available from us with a 
SASE. 
� On t.'l:t Lim is the new 
newsletter from the DataCenter, 
"a nonprofit social just.ire 
miearch amtcr dedicated to 
prowling information to those 
working for progressive social 
cllange." Contact them at 464 
19th St., Oakland, CA 94612, 
S10/835-4692. 
a SU!'Vlvlt!g Debt: C� 
Flllldiks ii1 FINmcial TnNbk 
(272 pp., 1992) is available ($15) 
from the Natl Comumer Law 
Or., I I  Beacon St., Boston, MA 
02108, 617/523-8010. 
� 111c ar. ro: u�w.n Affwl 
ill. Poliq Rmr.iuch of 
Northwmem Univ. has 
available in Spring, 1994 
Workin8 Pap...� catalog, on 
such top� as MPovcrty, Race &. 
Inequality," "Labor Markets & 
Employment," "Health Policy," 
"Media & Public Policy," and 
"Feminist Public Policy." The 
Ctr. is at� Sheridan Rd., 
Evanston, Il, (i0208.4JOO. 
., 'The Nlltl. f� 
Or. is "dedicated to prote.cting 
worker rights, safety and tlx­
environment." It prowles 
consuhat:iou, information and 
referrals to whistlebloweis in the 
corporate and government 
sectors, and alerts and educat.es 
the public about issues raised by 
whistle-blowers. Information, 
publications list, fut: on 
internships from thr Ctr., 415 

Florida Ave. NW, PO Ro& 
26381, Wash., D.C 20001�6, 
']J.)2/ 667-'}J.)75 • 
� US-S . ./..$:rim� 
Commu:wcy Ft<Jjfd: The 
July/ Aug. P&R had a typo on 
their phone numb,>..r: it's 
510/601-7635. 

., "Smhtinin!: N� 
Thr�1pi Tu: Cndlt Putn!T­
sll.ipr. A Repoml Worlshop oo 
Stattc NtigbbodJood ,hiinme 
�a.---. co-sponsored by the 
Uni.on lnst.'s Ch·. for Public 
Poilcy & the �uri Dq,t. of 
:Econ. O...'V., -will be he1d Nov. 
11-11 in Kansas City. Inf. from 
Carol Wayman, Union Inst., 
1731 C-oon. Ave. NW, #3ro, 
Wash., DC 1.00...119-1146, 
202/667-1313. 
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